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, ' STEERING. TRACTION. CONTROL. 
LONGEVITY. This is what you can 
expect tram the new Caliber tire 
by Pro-Line ... 
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HI-PERFORMANCE 1:8 BUCey TIRES 
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USB Plug 

Also Includes: 
USB PRO Charging 

PC Software 

BOO. 705.0620 
www..VENOM-GROUP..COM 

Acmptor 
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The new LRP ZR.21 
competition 118 off-road cars. 

low mileage 
High-Competition 1/8 Buggy and Truggy engine 
Slate-of the-art components of higheat quality 
LAP thermal protected Pow8fCarb 14SV-2 with - 7.0, 8.G 
and 9.Omm cnangeable venturi Inserts 
SG crankshaft 
Rear e)(llaust 
)(TEe competition crankcase 
Worldwide race legal 
5+1 Ports 
LAP Cool Down cylinder-head with special cutoots lor 
additional weight reduction 

Specifications 
RPM: 35.400 
Cubic capacity: .21 (3.49ccm) 
Power: 2.71 HP 

LRP32810 ZR.30 Spec.2 Pull Start 
Massive Monster Truck Power for High Performance! 

Massive all-new XTEC T6 crankcase 
Flow-optimized LAP XTEC PowerCarb 2 155-2 carburetor w th 9mm inlet 
New CooIDown cylinder head with extra-thin ribs lor weight !eduction 
and uniform heal dissipation 
Standard burn room for easy tuning 
Reinforced pullstart 
Extra-strong connecting rod speciftcally designed for .3D-sized engines 
5+1 ports", Blltra torque for monster trucks 
Rear exhaust 

Specifications 
Displacement: .30 (4.92ccm) 
Mall, RPM: 33,200 
MCllI, Power: 4.12HP 

LRP32815 ZR.30 X Competition 
Truggy Power at its Best! 

Massive all-new XTEC T6 cr3l1kcase 
Completely new, llow optimized LRP XTEC thermal-protected 
PowerCarb 2 15SV-2 carburetor 

./ 

New CooIOown cylindef head with extra-thin ribs and additional holes 
lor weight reduction and unilorm heat dissipation 
Standard burn room lor easy luning 
Ports timed for competition use 
Extra-strong coonecting rod specifically designed for .30-sized engines 
Aow-optimized backplate 
Blue arodized 7.5, 8.5, and 9.Omm venturi Inserts 
7+1 ports 
Rear exhaust 

Specifications 
Displacement: .30 (4.92ccm) 
Max. RPM: 38.300 
Max. Power: 4.21 HP 
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EDITORIAL INSIGHT 

JUST BECAUSE WE CAN, 
DOESN'T MEAN WE SHOULD 

My return 10 electric racing has reminded me who! makes most RC racing 
popular-if is simple, durable, and fun. Unfortunately, there is some 
gene, or virus, in RC racers thot makes them wont to over-complicate 
everything they louch.! This could be in the form of rules for racing, but 
it could also mean pulling in elaborate "dig" systems or having 932 

adjustments on a touring car. Sometimes you hove 10 wonder if these things are merely 
marketing ploys 10 make you think something is better on poper when you're looking 10 
buy ... or ore they 100% necessary 10 enjoy the vehicle more? 

Our Canadian "special" editor, Jeff Eveleigh, and I often tolk for hours aboul lhings from HAre there 
aliens aul there?" 10 "What makes a belter class?" 2 This month's discussion topic was parrly spurred 

from a topic 00 a forum about ROAR's provisional rule for "Short Course Trucks," which we here call 
"Slosh" racing.3 We were discussing and agreeing that rules for the class should protect some of what 

makes il so popular right now: it is simple, cheap, and fun.� Those three things are often missing from RC 
racing. For the most part, mast structured (acing classes require about $1 ,500 to $2,000 in equipment 

and support to be A-Main. Some will argue that on RTR B4, or any other RTR of a World Class (acecar, is 
technically capable 10 win, but it's naP Yes, this is porrly the nature of the game, that mooey wins, but in 

terms of the idea behind a Slash, or any SCT, the fact is that $250 gets you the ability to win an A-main. 
There are always going to be those who want to spend money; it's pari of this hobby. The other day a 

guy showed up to race his Slash that was loaded with every option on there-aluminum this, brush less 
thol-ond he raced novice. He didn't do too bad, but his $180 truck was now a $1500 truck, only 
slower. But he obviously wanted to spend the money, which was great. There ore obviously people who 

want to race at that higher end level. But that doesn't means it's healthy for the entire closs. 
We have to think as a community about both racers and what's good for the racing scene.6 

Obviously the price of the Slosh has brought new people to the track, which we really need to keep any 
form of racing alive. The other more expensive classes jusl redistribute the fixed amount of hordcore 

racers. This is also fine and needed, but we can't confuse that with the importance of having a class 
that's cheap and doesn't require thai you spend tons of money 10 be competitive. New racers should 

be trealed like dolphins bald eagles, intelligence or customer service. They are endangered, or rare, 
and when something comes along that increases our numbers we hove to look at why and figure out 

how 10 pl'"Olect it al all costs. A certain percentage of those will roee Slash forever, some will leave the 
hobby, and otherl will gel the bug and roee everything. We need thai; if we cut off the supply at the 
source by nat protecting il the river will (Un dry. 

Ooap-d, 

� 
Derek Buono 
Executive Editor 

derekbOrcA II.com 

1. �Overcomplicote� might be a nice lerm for /hinking that 

it's always the cor or equipment /hot makes you slaw. 

2. Jeff needs proof through Sight or touch before he'll 

soy something is reol. He would have /hought the 

Eorth was flat until he walked around it. 

3. like Aspirin or Jello, �Slash' is a Generic term for 

SCT trucks. 

4. I changed it to 'cheapN for the Slosh because 

�expensive- is relative. What's expensive to one 
person is cheap to another. But in the case of the 

Slosh, its price has a huge appeal. 

5. It would be, if everybody raced a box stock B4 IrrR. 
But agoinst a foctory cor it shouldn't be close. 

6. It's something most people in RC never really 

understand because they are usually on one side 

or another. 
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1--.'.---., "VORnt WMMut TIME SOHG OF AU T1ML 
'Sunvnertime'1r1 Jazzy .Jell and !he Fresh prince. No! 'H�. but �·Ilitting don1 roo I!liok? 
WH(Rl I'M GOING fOR V'<ATION�. A fishi� 
� trip inYeliowstooe Natior.al Park. 

WH(Rl I WAHl TO GO fOR VACA"OOIl� My wile and 
t"ll'OUd liM tQgolcl!he Hawaiian island 01 Kauai 
sometime 

WHUil t WAHl TO GO FOR V'<AOON.� Mtarctica 
WCUi:lbIIl coo/place lcl�silGet�?Hahl 
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BABY 
SlAS 

· T raxxas has finally released their new IllS-scale rides 
that got us excited since we first showed you them at last 
year's iHobby show, and both are VXL-spec---meaning 
brushless! Both rides are powered by a new Velineon 
380 brushless motor and Velineon VXL-3m mini 

brushless ESC capable of up to 35 LiFos. Under the bodies, both 
trucks have a layout that looks exactly like a scaled down E-REVO BL 
Edition, complete with inboard cantilevered shocks, side pod battery 
placement, center transmission, scaled down wheels, tires, and body. 

• The new chassis is 4WD, with a waterproof servo, sealed silicone­
filled diffs, slipper clutch, oil-filled shocks, ball bearings and a TO 
radio system. Both trucks come in an RTR package, and that includes 
a battery pack and charger in the box. They claim 30+mph out of the 
box, and we can't wait to get some in for review! 

• 
Part Numbers: 7008 (Slash VXL 1116) / 7108 (E-Revo VXL 1/16) 
MSRP: about $500 ready to run 

www.traxxas.com 
· ..... MEET- ............... . 

... 

BYE-REVD 
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The BOlx is Here! 
You knew it, we knew it; it was just a matter of time. 
Tamiya made a splash with their 1 IS-scale TRFBQ 1 XI Truggy last year, 
and here's the natural folloWtJp the new TRFBO 1 X 1 IS-scale buggy_ The 
buggy's highly efficient drive system comes from the optimized placement 
of the front and rear propeller sha�s, with the driveline virtually straight­
just l ike the TRF801Xt. As with all competition-spec buggies, the TRF801X 
chassis has plenty of adjustabili ty to fine-tune it for the most demanding 
race tracks across the globe TRF drivers from around the world will be 
piloting the new competition level buggy throughout 2009 By the way, 
these are prototype photos, but you get the idea 

Part Number: 84067 
MSRP: $1 023 

enom Group International 

is looking for willing 
participants to coordinate 

the Venom GPV-\ Race 
Event Series! They are 
offering a way for RC 

Motorcycle enthusiasts to 
get together and have a great time meeting 

other owners/racers while experiencing the 
true excitement of racing your GPV-\ with 

others. If you are looking for a way to get 
a group of GPV-\ owners together, Venom 

wants to hear from you! If accepted, you will 
be in charge of it all; the date and place, and 

the size and design of the track along with 
promoting the event. Venom will supply the 

tools you will need. For full details on how to 
get your bike on, check out Venom's website. 
www.venom-group.com 

JUNE 2009 I 19 



INSIDE LINE 
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SMC POWERED 
If you want power, check out SMC's new CMax 5200mAh 
7.4v LiPo packs. The packs are enclosed in a hard case for durability, and their 40C 
rating provides maximum power for all you voltage-hungry racers out there 

www.smc-racing.com 

- - -
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D ue to hardships and a struggling 
economy and financial concerns, 
ROAR has announced that for 
2009 they will be combining the 
On-Rood Fuel Nationals with 

the Fuel Sedan Nationals. The 2009 ROAR 
On-Road Fuel Nationals will now be held at 
One-Eighth Racers of Toledo in Toledo, Ohio 
on September 2·6 (one week earlier than 
previously scheduled). This event will also 
host the Fuel Sedan daues, therefore moving 
the previously Kheduled event from Midwest 
Racers Organization in Lincoln, Nebraska. 
ROAR apologizes for any inconveniences this 
may cause some racers with their planning. 
Taking everything into careful consideration, 
this is the only logical step we could make to 
ensure the best outcome for the on rood fuel 
nationals and our membership. 
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INSIDE LINE 

SLASH 
METAL 

ST Racing Concepts ho; ;ome ,ew 
bling parts in gunmetal anodized aluminum for your 
Slash_ Pictured here: front and rear skid plates, front 
and rear arms, front and rear shock towers, front and 
rear hubs, front carrier blocks, front bulkhead, and 
motor guard Get the whole set for that industrial look 

Part Number and MSRP: varies by part 
www.Nam.trc.com 

K 0 Propo America has updated 
their VFS-J BMC brushless motor 
ESC to version 1 .5. This new 
version adds drag brake setup 
without the need of a PC or 

their ICS programming module. The �ve ESC 
profiles, drive frequency adjust, brake 
frequency adjust, drag brake adjust, and 
battery �e selection from the previous model 
are retained, and those who hove the version 
1 .0 BMC can get the upgrade from KO Propo 
America for a small fee. 

Part Number: 40050 
M5RP: $250 
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The 3SC EDGE 
R acer's Edge has a new 4000mah "Race Edition" LiPo pack for you racers out there. Rated 

at 35C, the pack features a carbon-paHern hard case and a Dean's wiring harness with 
built-in balancing plug. 

Part Number: RCELP254000 
M5RP: $106 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

IFMAR-APPROVED O.S. POWER 
O.S. introduces their latest on-road power plant, the 12XZ. 0,.,011 we;ght 
has been trimmed to the bare minimum, while special modifications deliver awesome power and 
dependability. Both crankcase and liner port are newly designed 
la increase torque at low- to mid-speed, and a special 
crankshaft coating reduces friction and wear. An RP6 
glow plug and dust caps are included. 
Part Number: 05MG1 990 
M5RP: $450 
Distributed by: Great Plan •• 

Bore: 1 .8mm (.543 in.) 

Stroke: 14.Omm (.551 in.) 

Pradical rpm range: 5,000-44,000 

Pawer Output: 1 .75 p./35,000 RPM 

Weight: 230g 18.1 oz.) 
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INSIDE LINE 

Licensed SCIo's 
The SC 10 Officially Licensed Short Course bodies me de,;goed to look i"'t I;ke the 
full-sized race trucks thai run in the Lucas Oil Off Road Racing Series throughout the southwest. You get a 
choice of the KMC Wheels truck, the lucas Oil truck, Associated's ProComp, or Associated's SC 1 0 style. 
All bodies are prepainted and fit the SC I 0 or Traxxas Slash. 

Po" Numb .... 9838 (KMC Wh •• ls) / 9839 (Luca. Oil) / 9841 (P.a-Comp) / 9842 (AE) 
MSRP: $80 
www.rcrO.com 



XII UPGRADES 
For you 4-cell peeps, XRAY he. ",me 
luning options for your XII. Firs! up is Q thicker 
chassis. This graphite piece is 2.5mm thick and 
is designed for higher-fraction conditions. Use the 
ne.v chassis with their 2.5mm rear pod lower 
plote. olso mode from graphite. Both pieces 
ore countersunk for a smooth uooerside and are 
CNC machined for precision. 

Part Numbers: 37 1 1 01 (chassis) I 
371 141 (rear pod plate) 
www.teamxray.com 



1 :10 Scale 
Electric ewc 
Cffroad Race 
"truck Kit 
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SUSPENSION "DROP TEST" 
If you want your suspension to work it has to move freely. If you want your suspension to work it 
has to move freely. That isn't a typo - I wrote it twice because it is so important! IF your suspension 
can', travel throughout its range of motion without resistance, your car won', handle as well as 
it should. Every Few races pull your tires and 
shocks off your car and do the suspension 
"drop test." Without wheels or shocks 
installed all of your suspension arms should 
drop freely from a raised position under 
their own weight. If they don', you need 
to figure out why and replace parts, ream 
holes, or grind away until everything moves 
smoothly and freely. Your suspension settings 
should be handled by the highly advanced 
piston, oil, and spring combination on your 
shocks-and not from a bent hinge-pin. 

QUICK TIPS 

SECURE 
ANTENNA 
I t happens all too often-the stupid plastic 

antenna tube has dislodged itself from 
its mount and now your antenna wire is 

tangling itself in your rear outdrive as you 
watch your race result self<lestruct in front 
of your eyes. Don't let this happen to you. 
Use a clamping antenna mount, CA glue, 
or a small setscrew to secure your antenna 
tube into your chassis with some authority. 
This problem isn't as big an issue as it used 
to before the introduction of 2.4 gig radios 
with super-short rx antennas, but even your 
shorter tube can get away from your car 
and cause problems with dangling wires. 0 
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STARTING BOX 

vords, Jeff Eveleigh 

Last month we discussed the sort of maintenance you should 
do between heats while at the racetrack. Time is usually of the 
essence at the races, so much of the more intense wrenching 

usually goes on at home between race days. That is what we are going 
to go over here; the vital areas of your vehicle that need attention 
between race events to ensure you can bring home the hardware. 

To avoid being too repetitive we won't discuss too much of what 
was covered last issue, but keep in mind that a lot of what you do 
between heats will be similar to what you do between race days-the 
level of thoroughness will simply change. With that being said, you 
should use the tips presented last month between race days in 
addition to the ones we'll talk about below. Now let's get started on 
maintaining the ultimate chassis so you can dominate on race day! 

GENERAL 

MAINTENANCE 
CLEAN IT 

Cleaning can be done a lot more thoroughly than 
when you are at the track since you'll probably 
have a lot more cleaning accessories around, as 
well as more time to concentrate on hard to reach 
areas within your vehicle. Use a toothbrush and 
paintbrushes of various sizes to get into every 
orifice your chassis has. You can use cleaning 
aids such as nitro cleaner, Simple Green, or 
denatured alcohol but remember thaI some 
cleaners will also degrease so some areas of your 
car may require re-Iubricalion. You don', have to 
pull your car into pieces, but it may be easier to 
pull modular sections apart so you can get to the 
hard to reach areas. 

34 I WWW.RC41lCOM 

-

( 

GETTING 

STARTED 
DIFFICULTY 
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STARTING BOX 

SHOCKS AND SUSPENSION 

I know this gets repetitive, but a free-moving suspension is vital to performance, so check thai nothing is 
damaged and cousing any pori of your suspension to bind. Replace any old shock oil with fresh stuff, 
and if your shock seols and bushings are getting tired, slap a new rebuild kit into the shock bodies. If 
you are running on-rood or ony dass where tweak and balance are common adjustmenls, now is a good 
time to verify thai your chassis is squared up and ready to race. 

WORN OUT PARTS 

Along with broken ports thot should be replaced 
immediately, there is also a problem of worn 
out ports thai cause excessive slop and variable 
steering and suspension �ttin9s. After running your 
car for many race doys it just gels worn oul and 
sloppy. If your cor is  super old it may be lime for 
a new kit, but mosl of the time a few replacement 
plastic ports and some shims can bring an alder 
car bock to life. 

TIRES 

Clean and examine your rims and rubber for cracks 
or tears that could cause failure during a race. Verify 
that the glue joint between your tire and rim is solid 
and touch up with CA glue on any loose areas. If you 
balance your tires between races now would be a 
good time to verify they are still spinning true. If your 
rubber is looking old you should glue up a fresh set of 
shoes now 50 you don'l have to wait for glue to dry 
while at the racetrack. 



RTR Kits available for ... 

Exclusively at MaxAmps.com 

All our packs now come water-sealed 
so they can run in water, mud or snow. 

Get the only all-weather packs on 
the market. 

"Fish not Induded. 



STARTING 80X 

BEARINGS 

Bearings ore one of those items thai usually get taken for granted. Mony people think thai as long as you 
hove bearings installed in yovr car you'll be fine. However, if your bearings oren', in good shape, they 
con cause all saris of problems such as worn axles, wheet slop, overheating, loss of power, and even a 
DNF if a bearing in a vital location fails. Pull each bearing out of your car and in sped it. The inner race 
of the bearing should roll smoothly within the outer roce. If your bearings are gritty or bound up in any 
way you can try cleaning and re-oiling them. If that doesn't bring them back to life you'll need to replace 
whichever ones have expired. 

STOCK UP 

Stock up on expendables­
items you use on a 
regulor basis when 
wrenching on your 
chossis-such as 
shock oil, traction 
compound, filter oil, 
thread-lock, fuel, elc. 
We toke for granted 
that these items will 
be in the pit box 
when we need them, 
so make sure you 
don't grab an empty 
bottle of 50-wt. oil 
when you know that is 
the perfect setup. 





• E 
j 
• E • 

STARTING BOX 

CLUTCH 

Regardless of whether 
you are using a corbon 
or aluminum clutch you 
should pull your engine 
out of your chassis 
and examine the vitol 
area that connects 
your power·plont to 
your driveline. Check, 
maintain, and/or 
replace dutch shoes, 
springs, and bearings 
if they are damaged or 
worn out. Hove a good 
look 01 your clutch bell 
as well; if the teeth are 
excessively worn or the 
inside of the bell where 
your dutch shoes make 
contact is heavily 
scratched up then it's 
time for a new bell 
if you want your 
clutch to function at 
peak performance. 

ELECTRIC 
MAINTENANCE 
BRUSHLESS MOTOR 

Again, there isn't much to do on 
a brushless motor with regards to 
maintenance. You con take thot sucker 
apart and dean it more thoroughly if it 
hasn't been done in a while or if you roce 
in extreme conditions. Check your bearings 
and replace them if they ore gritty; 
otherwise, just re-Iube them with some light 
oil and slap your motor bock together. 
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DIFFS 

Remove and examine your differentials for wear 
or leaking oil. If your silicone oil is getting old 
you may wonl to freshen it up while you have the 
diffs out of your car. Hopefully you marked your 
diff at some point in the post so you know what 
viscosity of oil you were using, but regardless, 
mark it now so you'll know for next time. When 
you install your diff bock into your car verify that 
your shimming is still correct as the mesh can alter 
with gear wear. 





STARTING BOX 

GLOW PLUG AND 

AIRnLTER 

We discussed mele losl 
month, but your glow 
plug and oir filter ore 
so imporlant thot we'll 
mention them agoin. 

Check your plug 
and replace il if it 

is getting old 
and replace 
or maintain 
your air 
filter if it's 
dirty. It is 
also a good 
idea 10 pock a 
few extra oiled 
elements in your 
pit box so you ore 
ready 10 swap out 
a dogged one 01 
the trock. 

BATTERIES 

Examine your batteries for shrink wrap damage, case damage, frayed wires, or anything thai may 
require some lender loving core. Other than that you'll hove to go through your normal routine of 
battery core specific to your ceil lypes. So cycle, balance, or equalize your batteries bock into shape for 
the next race day. 
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All RPM Molded Products are 
Proudly Made In the U5AI 

Rear Bumper Mount I Wheelie 
Bar Mount: Blue & Black, Rust., 
Stamp., Slash & Bandit Rear A-arms: Blue & Black, 

Rust., Stamp_ & Slash 

'OOllIE'll @I,ff'i'll 

Front Shock Tower: Rust., 
Stamp., Slash & Bandit 

Camber Links: 
Rust. & Stamp. 

{;j][JAq FC.j : I II 'ifl 

Lower Spring Cups: 
Black, Blue, Yellow & 
Purple, Rust., Stamp., 
Slash & Bandit 

� 

Two Stage Shock Pistons: 
Rust., Stamp., Slash & Bandit 

Front Axle Carriers: Rust., 
Stamp., Slash & Bandit 

II11!1Ji1f'" 
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THE SKINNY 
FORTUNE COOKIE SAYS: 

"IN RC. THE BEST ADVICE IS NOT TO TAKE 
EVERYBODY'S ADVICEI" -BLINDINGSPEEO 

THOSE DARK CLOUDS 
DO HAVE A SILVER LINING 

ith 2009 

well under 

way, who 

would have 

thought 

our world would be in the mess 

it's in? Our economy, and the 

world's economy for that matter, 

is in the toilet-so much for the 

world thinking the USA has no 

influence anymore! Now, as an RC 

aficionado I do see a silver lining 

in this-it's something Derek and I 

have both ranted about for years, 

and because money is tight these 

days our pleading is coming to 

fruition. What I'm talking about 

of course, is the resurgence of 

club racing. I know it's true here 

in La-La Land, and from what I've 

heard from around the country it 
seems that club racing is seeing 
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increased numbers of racers 

turning out-why, I've seen a 

hundred drivers show up at the 

local club night to pull trigger! 

Another factor in this resurgence 

of club racing, I think, is the 

impeccable timing of the Traxxas 

Slash. The Slash is a super fun, 

inexpensive truck that has caught 

on like wildfire, and is in perfect 

sync with both the rise of club 

racing and economic woes. This, 

my friends is the silver lining of 

the troubles we're having because 

it builds RC at the local level, 

which helps tracks and hobby 

shops and may even help bring in 

the next crop of superstar racers. 

This in turn will help the big 

classic events in the future, as well 

as our hobby as a whole. That's 

pretty profound if you think about 

it-that a bad situation could bring 

about a positive chq,nge like that, 

but that's the circle of lifEh-Just 

like what Mr. Hanky sings about in 

South Park. The question I pose to 

my fellow RC devotees, industry 

tycoons, and race organizers is 

this: What will we do to build on 

this trend for the long run? When 

the deluge is over, and people can 

afford to go to the mega events 

again, what will we do to keep 

club racing healthy? That circle 

of life is a double edged sword; 

things get good-things get bad. 

The thing is, we can help prolong 

the inevitable, and we can even 

work to make it less of a decline. 

So you see, there is a silver lining, 

but what will we do with it now? 

The world is your sandbox­

ROOST it! Skinny 

car is to get a good set of tires. That's why there's such a hot battle for tire supremacy. Now 

we have another option for tires, and it comes from a young company called Caster 

Racing. Caster shows great potential with its cars, product line, and now with these 

new ZaOl tires. I haven', tried out the tires, but the rubber seems good, as does the 

tread pattern. Caster also includes molded foam inserts that are on par with the 

beSI af the best, so this could be another tire to consider for your racing arsenal. 



Time For SPRING CLEANING 
Spring is in the air, and ii's time to dean the Shrek lair. The boys and me had a field cleaning, 

and thought we did a pretty good iob, but we thought we should run il in the magazine 10 see if 
anyone could lop it. So if you think you got a beffer workshop than this, send it in to me and I'll run 

on RC Cribs until we find one Ihal lops mine! Send it over 10 brions@rc41 1 .com and if you gal what il 
tokes, I'll give you a fREE l-yeor subscription to our magazine! 

THE DRAKE 
Here's a tip thai will not only help me cover races, but will help 'yQU 
and your sponsors too! Adam Drake oIIencis a blof roces, and sure enough he 
fills out his A1llOin sponsor sheet like a gcx:xJ Coy 10 lot 01 '{XI don'I. .. shame on 
you!). bit Adam is smart oOOuI il. Adorn makes up a kibei on his computer, and 

when it comes �me 10 fill out the sponsor sheet, he iusl slicks it on and honds it 
in .. _simple and fast! For even more help, go over 10 wwwRC411_com and dick 
on XRC Forums, then scroll down to Tracks ond Racing_ Click Cfl the Sp:::mSOf 
Sheel5 10 see 0lN" A-moin Sheel5 50 you con pul 011 the pertinent informohon Cfl 
your label. Now that r� given you this quick tip on filling out your A-rnoin sheets, 
you hCJ\le no excuses not 10 fill them out . .I'll be Wltchingl 



AVAILABLE IN 
RED& 
GREEN 

• Length· 17.5 In./445 mm 
• Weight· Sibs. '2.27 kg 
• Height· 8.25 in./210 mm 
• Width ·10.75 in./267 mm 
• Wheel Base ·12.5 in./317.5 mm 
·1:10 Scale 2.2 Class 

Competition Legal 

The Venom Creeper"' features a revolutionary Tru·Lok 
Locking Differential 111 design with external manual locking 
sliders and an optional Remote Locker upgrade kit. 
Differentials include hardened steel bevel and spider 
gears. 

·40 Degrees of Steering Deflection 
• Internal Anti·Roll Springs 

• True Triangulated 4 Link Suspension 
• High Strength Glass Filled Nylon Parts 
• Sealed Gear Box 
• Centered Drive Line 
• VC Drive System 111 



WHEEL& 
TIBESPECS 
• 2.2 Inch Com . . 

7, 2 #f':,..,., 
• Tire Dims 

_
1

:;llllon Crawler Tires 

• Memo 
x 55 R2.2 --

ry Foam Inserts -
VEN-8393 Wh 
VE 

eel Weight Set 1 30 
N-8392 Wh 

. z 

eel Weight Set 2 50 
* E 

' Z 
ach set includes 24pcs 



• One·Plece Truss Type Swlngarm 

• Adjustable Rake & Wheel Base 

• Quick Change Style Spur Gear 

• 6 Ball Bearings 

• Track Siands 



• • 



MONSTER PIT, our monthly department dedicated to nothing but monster trucks: electric and 
nitro. Look for Monster Pit every month for the latest on new monster parts, kits, racer tips, 
off-road news, and off-road how-to's. Got something you want to see in Monster Pit? Let me 

know at DaveP@rc41I.com. 

vords, Dave Palacios 

On the Rocks with Dave Palacios: DIG OR NOT TO DIG 
W ITH ALL THE HOPUPS AND ACCESSORIES AVAIlABLE FOR ROCK CRAWLING THERE 

IS ONE ITEM EVERYONE SEEMS TO BE IN AGREEMENT WITH AS THE MUST HAVE 
ITEM . . .  A DIG. True it can help reduce your total score, but is it the ultimate tool for your 
rig? My opinion is no, let me explain. I All to often I see people who have spent tons 

of money on their rig with the latest and greatest 
hopups, including a dig unit and servo, only to see 
them end up either breaking or on the bottom of the 
results list and frustrated. Those people were under 
the impression thai if they had the dig their scores 
would automatically put them in the upper half of 
the results. The problem is that most of those people 
either don', know how to setup their dig properly 
or know how/when to use itl. A dig is meant to be used 
as an aid and shouldn't be relied upon. Relying on the 
only sets you up for failure2. 

I've been RC rock crawling for about three years novr 
and have only recently installed a dig in my rig last month. 
Why did I put it off for so long? Well because I wanted to 
how to drive my rig and pick my lines first without the use of 
a dig. I figured that if I knew how to pick my lines, read the 
terrain, and knew what my rig was capable of first then I 
would know when I NEED to use the dig. I didn't want to 
go out on the course and feel like I had to rely on the 
dig to get me through the course. Instead I wanted to 
know I could get through the course without the use 
of a dig and still get a respectable score4. 

So am I saying not to get a dig at all? No, 
I'm just saying to first learn how to drive the 
course before you go trying to find a shortcut 
solution for your score. Remember its practice 
and knowledge that is going to result in wins, 
not the fact that you have a dig5. So save the 
money for now, learn to drive first, then when 
you buy that dig unit it will make a much 
bigger difference in your score instead of 
frustrating you6. 

-DAVE 

1. To leilrn how to use a dig reild issue #1 S6 of Xtreme. 

2. Both in the results ond me<honicol. 

3. I'm not soyirIQl know everythirIQ .. I don't, bitt I (on shore what 

I've leorned. 

4. By respedable I meiln the upper half, whi(h I've done many times. 
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5. Yes I have seen people win <ompetitions without even hoving 0 dig 

on their rig. 

6. I know some of you may have your own opinions regardirlQthis 

subject. So let's heilr them. Send me on email and I'll print the best 

OrieS for all to read. 



VEN-1950 ThrotUeArm 
Stand-OfIlor Walbro 6441813 

VEN-1952 Venom'" Velocity 
Stack 

Fuel Type: 
Ignition: 
Carburetlon: 

Machined Aluminum and anodized in Venom's 
signature green, the Venom 26cc Gas Malor 
should tum heads with its pefformance and style. 

3500 +/- 150 
87 Octane wi PremiK 2 Stroke Oil 

Electronic 

Walbro WT-644 wI Primer Pump and Choke 

Fits Zonoah Pum 230/260 Similar Engines 

VEN-1954 Venom'" High Flow 
Water Cooled Exhaust Manifold 

C> Copyright 2009 V..,..,..." Group tnternational 



EASYWIRING 101 

All Deans products are designlKl and man-

ufactured to exacllng tolerances, to give 

you unmatched Quality and performance. 

From the legendary Ultra Plug, to the Inna-

vativ8 Speed Jig, and now the ProBar 3, 

each product was created with one goal in 

mind ... TO BE TI-IE BEST1 

'Ten Must Have Tools" • RIC Car Action 
"RaurlQ A+" -Xtreme RIC Cars 
"The best building Jig on the marieet" - RIC Car 

..... 

IJUET IVOc:x::JL�"T7VI 

The most flexible t2 gauge wire available 1660 

strands 01 pure copperl 
'1410 ..... ................. ..................... 2tt e •. redlblk 
'1430 ................................. . .......... 2Stt Red 
'1431 ....................... . .......... 25fl Blk 
'1432 ........ . . ................. ....... 2Stt Blue 

Plated to military spees .. !he ProBar 2.0 is designed 
lor ACI700. AC2000, RC2400 and s;mnat cells 
'1600.... ................• . ........... 6pcs 
11601....... • ............ 2Spc. 

. . . .  I00pca 

Car stand and discharger in one 
'2030 . . ................ .. ................ .............. kit 
'2031 .. ................... . . .......... assembled 

Less resistance Ihan the same length 01 t 2 gauge 
wire MAKES HARDWIRING OBSOLETEI 
'1300 ....... . ............... lpalr 
'1301 ............... ........... � ......... ..... 4 pack female 

,II I!J DC d® 
_.C"FrLJ5E �_L3li6n9N7L3 �K"�� 

Plated to military spec�>catjons. The ProBar 30 is 
destgned lor AC3000H cells. 
.1610 ................. ........ 6pca 
.1611 ....... .. ....25pca 
11612 ......... ........................... .................... I00pca 

Silvsr slJoy and PfoFlux'M a Deans exclusive· the 
highest quality elec\fOl1ic solder available 
'2020 .............................. 101. 



PROLINE RACING VW BAJA 
The Bug is bockl Yes, thol's right, the good 
folks over at Pro-line heard all your wishes and 
desires and bring you the VW Baja crawler 
body. This officially licensed Volkswagen Bug 
body features the same rounded profile thai 
mosl crawlers desire for rollover effect to get 
you bock on your wheels. For durabil ity it 
is mode from .040 lexan so you know this 

MONSTER PIT 

body con toke any punishment you can dish out. Of course, 
you've olso gal to look good on the rocks, so molded into the reor 
of the body is a simulated engine bay just like the real thing. 

Port Numb.,; #3238·40 
MSRP; 127 
www.pro.ineraclng.com 







THE CIRCUIT 

wurds, Carl Hyndman 

HOT BODIES ADDS A 

ouring car bodies have a big effect on handling 

on the track, and this new offering from 

Hot Bodies looks to have some great 

characteristics. Designed to have a lot of 

downforce and good steering response, 

this body should be a good option 

for rubber tire drivers. Includes 

window masks for easy painting, 

decal sheets for adding a realistic 

finish, plus all the mounting 

screws and nuts. Part #61734 HB 
Murdeigo Body (1 90mm) . 

'"I' 'iP""" 

Vokomo M R4TC- B 0 5  
YOKomo has just released a new version of their MR4-TC, the B05. This cor was developed 
with the help of Mosomi HirosoKa, who used the car 10 take 3rd at the last Worlds. After some 
refinemenl lhe cor is ready for the general public. The BOS is an evolution of the previous model 
with some tweaks for more stability and ease of maintenance. This rubber spec car is equipped 
with a 2.5mm thick carbon fiber chassis, 2.0mm thick top deck, 3.5mm thick shack towers, a 
front one way, and newly designed CYDs. 
www.teamyokomoocom 
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WE DONl NEED TO CHANGE THE LABELS ON OUR CONTROLLERS. THEY 00 IT ALL 
USE CASTlE LINK USB ADAPTER AND SOFTWARE TO TUNE YOUR CONTROLLER FOR WHATEVER TURNS YOU ON... 

BRUSHED 

BRUSHLESS 

1/18TH SCALE 
SIDEWINDER MICRO SPORT AND HAMS'" MICRO 
Pia EXTREME PO ..... EII P,I,(K.lGES COME 'filTH 
4100 HOD 6800 Oi aooo Kv MOTORS 
CDHIH!i SOON. 261111 110101/5' 

CRAWLERS 

1/10TH SCALE 
SID[\JINDEI! SPOilT PO'WEllPAUAGES COME .... JtH 4600 
OR 5700 !Iv MDTOiS 

",.,18.1. HU mll[M[ SCALE P()\>IEI! PACKAGES COME 
.... ITH 4600. mo. 6900 OIl 7700Mv HDTOiS 

ONROAD 

OFFROAD 

1/8TH SCALE AND 
MONSTER TRUCKS 

HAMBA MONSTER POWER PACKAGES COME 
.... ITH NEU-(ASTlE 220QKv {LEFTl OIl NEU­
CASTlE 2650My MOTORS (lIffiHTl DESIGNED 
BY CASTlE AND STEVE HEU 

costlecreotions.com 



F ASKOl.OR Is 0 .... oter·bosed olrbrush point for 011 
hobby proJects. It Is speclolly fOrmuloled for best 

odhe5l0n on Clear RC tIaCIles. many Slandard ond 

speclalt'ol cators are available. For show stopping 
melaniCS - Ir'ol FASGLlTI£A. Mix II WIth FASKOAT 

Cleor ood splay It In5lde your clear tIaCIy before 

your CatOf Cool(S) for a donUng custom metaUic 
effect. DSKOl.OR F'1 Pro AIrbrushes are avoUabie 

In slandard and gravlly reed ver5lons for fine to 

brood coverage on any surface. 

Use 'A Precut Vinyl 
Mask Or Create 
Your Own Designs 
..... e offer over 50 vtn'oll point maSk de5lgns with transrer tope to get you slarted 

polnUng. You con olsa drow your de5lgn on the outside of your clear tIaCIy. 

then cut It out In fJ.SMASK .... Ith a hobby knlre ffom the In5lde. Peel ond point 

05 you go for 51mpte Of Intrlcote custom de5lgns. See OUI fYU Une of prOducts. 

C2009I' .... ma Inttrnalional.lr.c. 

Visit You r  Local Hobby Shop! www. parmapse.com 



Yokomo RC 1 2R5 
WORLD CHAMPION EDITION 
At the recent IFMAR Worlds for 1/12" scale, Japanese driver 
Naota Matsukura staged a dominont win and Yokomo decided 
to release a World Champion Edition of the Associated 
RC 1 2R5. The car is basically the same 
as the RC 1 2RS but with extra tuning 
parts from the Japanese company 
thai were used on Naola's 
winning car. The rear end gets 
most of the attention with new 
rear blocks, differential hub, and 
central body post mount plate 
holder, all machined from 
aluminum and anodized blue. The 
new parts help stiffen the rear of the 
car and improve stability and rear grip. www.teamyokomo.com 

THE CIRCUIT 

Robotron i c  S m oothes 
OUT THE FRICTION 
If you run a Robolronic Avid touring car, you may 
be interested in these new low friction belts. These 
optional belts will increase the efficiency of the 
Avid drive train. Available for front and reaf. 
Part No: RA 1 960 (front) / RA 1961 (rear) 

" " '� /�: , i \ \ : ; .,' 
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G RAN D M OTO R S PO RTS 

Grand's electric: cJrag5t:er c::hassis have run D\IfY" 100 mph in 13Z _ ... in just 1.4 seconds! 

Over 100 mph_ 
in 1.4 sBconds_ 

NOTHINGS 
QUICKER! 

The AFTERSHDCK.. .  the 5tate-af-the-art 
_rl Nitro Dragster! 

ElectriC:: and Nltra Drag Kits, Unique Badles and parts . . .  

WWW.GRANOMOTORSPORTS.COM 

Grand Motorspo,t5 . Mt, vem�o:n�':/:L�,�U;5:A�::::�:::::=���:::jJ���� 







DIRT 
I n The Dut, our monthly department dedicated to nothmg but off-road racmg: electnc and mtro. 

Look for In The Dut every month for the latest on new parts, kits, racer lips, off-road news, and 
off-road how-to's. Got somethmg you want to see In The Dirt? Email me at JamesR@rc4 1 1.com. 

vords, James Revilla 

--- � 

eYHER IN 
THE MIDDLE 4 W D  buggy class is not dead, and if you're looking t o  dabble 

in the class and you're looking for something that's not entry­
level yet not high-end, HPI Racing's new Cyber I DB might be 
your answer. This mid-level machine can take it to the yard 

and the track. Featuring an all-new molded chassis, the mid-motor 
4WD takes cues from the Hot Bodies D4. The suspension design and 
tunability is practically lifted from the D4, and it utilizes standard 
4WD-class wheels so you can use any popular 4WD front and rear 
tires. Upgrades are available if you want the bling at a lower cost. 
Part �untber: l0070Z 

MSRP: $380 

www.hpiracing.com 
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Model Speed Torque Speed 

HS·795tHH 0.15 403 0z/in 0.13 

HS·79.ftHH 0.07 181 oz/in 0.06 

HS·7954SH 0.15 333 0z/in 0.12 

::iTEC 

Torque Part# Dimensions DImensIons 

486Ol/in 379505 l.S7"xO.79":d.50" 

222 oz/in 379405 1.57"xO.79"xl.50" 

403 0z/in 379545 1.5 J"xO. 78"xl.45" -, ,A-/ .­
Call (858) 748·6948 

12115 Paine Street · Poway, CA 92064 
visit us online at www.hltecrcd.com 

Weig t 

2.40 oz ..,- .. 
2.40 oz 

"-
2.30oz 



AX-IO S(;OIU'Ii\N TI1'ANIIJ!1 
AUJIlS'f4IJU! WISIlIIOiU: KIT Part No. 8533 Super Duty turnbuckles make a great upgrade for yoor wishbone linkage. Easy pinion angle adjustment. (4) 3 518 Super Duty turnbuckles (1) Punisher wrench #31 Drill 10 oversize the Axial plastic 

AW!UNIJM STANn on I'OSTS Designed for our titanium body screws, but don', stop there. You could build an entire crawler with these 3mrn threaded little babies. 3/4" long, 3/16" dis. post (part no. 8810) '" long, 3/16" dia. post (part no. 8812) 114" long. 3/16" dia. post (part no. 8814) 1/2" long, 3116" dia. post (part no. 8816) Stand off PostsJpkg. 

l'ITi\NIIJH IU.cK «illiNIUm UNKS Sleek and tough to slip over the roughest coarses 
A�_ :�?,�'�'���.(����:�;. 8532) ... -, links .:�;:,����,��,�::��: �""'�."�n'dS part no. 5347 
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SLASH 
BIG BORE 
SHOCK KIT 
Upgrade your Slash with these hard­
anodized Big-Bore shocks. Fully 
assembled, these dampers feature 
machined aluminum shock bodies, 
Teflon-coated shock bores, X-ring 
seals, and Titanium-nitride coated 
shock shafts for ultimate performance. 
Progressive rate springs are standard. 
Also works with Stampede and Rustler trucks. 

Part Number: 5862 

MSRP: $70/set 

www.trQxxas.C'om 

IN THE DIRT 

S H I E LDS UP 
C heck out this new skid plate for Baja owners! The "Protecta-Baja" 

skid plate is constructed of . 1 25 aluminum and is press bent with 
an automated machine for consistency and accuracy. The skid 

plate is designed to fit up inside the lexan side pods. This design offers two 
extra holes per side to mount the Lexan side pods in a fashion that allows 
you to cut the bottom of the pods off entirely, and eliminates the problem of 
tearing the Lexan pods when bottoming out the car. 

Part Number: 20081 

MSRP: $89 

www.protectoparts.com 

GET STARTED! 
For less than three $20 bills you can get 
your Slash started with the appropriately 
named NSlash Starter KitN from Racer's 
Edge. The kit includes their Sc 1 000 
AC/DC peak charger, a preassembled 
2200mAh stick pack, and eight AAs for 
the transmitter. 

Part Number: RCEI0S91 

MSRP: $56 

www.racers-edge.com 

. . 
i 



!ID'/ERTISEIJEtJT 

HOPUPS FOR T-Maxx 3.3 & E-Maxx 16.8 
YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR PERFORMANCE AFTERMARKET PARTS 

" 



Q 
,::::: '"",,-

AD�HmSEMHIT 

INOl 16X808 Multifunction 
AII·ln-Dne Unit for Ni-Cd. NI-MH & Lithium Batteries 

- LCD D1EPl&.Y shows volt.age, current 
capa.clt,y In mAh, stat.U6 M tlme 

- charge 1 to 9 celi lltbJum bal.terles 

- charge 1 to 24 cell NI-Cd batteries 
- charge 1 to 24 cell NI-MJI batr.erles 
- AC Input: 110-120VAC (E2058) 

WaItIng for batt Source= 13.16IJ 

I ReadY for Nit1-l 
_ Source= 13,0'?V 

- IX: Input: 1 1-15VDC (E2057 M B2058) L JR MH 08,59IJ 
0 : 1 7 00017,...Rh - O.lA to 8.0A' output current 

- dlscharge batteries with auto cutort 
- up to 1.OA d1scharge current 
- dual vo).age monitoring 
- built-ln ooollng fan 

- very easy to use and compact. 
- true CC·CV line&!' charge output 
- l-ye&!' llmltec1 warranty 

• up 10 15WI_in DC _ ,  15WinACOC _ 

� ... .:. .!.  

_ 4. 

7 12� 2C1 OS,S l 
(j:£:j=30 OOB351'll=lh 

, . - ' . 



PERFORMANCE TEST 





/ower links are bent to allow (0{ ffIO{e 
(Ieoronce OIl Ixeok-overs. 

INTEGRATED TRANSMISSION: The .ansmission is 
integrated with the skid plate and lower link mOllnts for strength 

and the lowest (enter of gravity possible. This also allows for 

the skid plate fa be angled to the sides fOf slightly more graund 

clearance. fa fOP if off, the transmission is completely sealed to 
keep rocks and other debris OIl! of the gears. 

721 WWW.RC41lCOM 

INTERNAL ANTI-ROLL SPRINGS: 

flJ(}f lfIteoded bc<ft shocks with inter",1 

and extemd springs he� maintrin a 

consistent c"s.sis ore height. The clJol 

spling setup olso ,.'ps keep chassis 
weight stabilized whi' on the rocks. 



[!II LOCK 'EM up . One of the 

I coolest features on this rig is the 
lockable differentials. A sliding 
mechanism on the outside of the axle 

housing contains a shjft fork on the inside that 
engages the red anodized locking ring_ The red 
anodized ring slides back and forth 10 engage 
the three locking pins into the differential bevel 
gear and thus locks the differential for some serious 
crawling adion. As an optional part, Venom offers 
a remote locking kit (VEN-8347) 10 allow you to 
lock and unlock the differential on the fly. 

" . ..1 have to applaud Venom for design­
ing a competition worthy rock crawler 

right out of the box ... " [!EI GJVE 'EMTHE 

I SHAFTS · Venom's 
included VC drive system 
provide smooth operation 

throughout the suspension's range of 
articulation and steering. The drive 
shafts are composed of steel shaft ends 
and ball joints while the main slider 
shaft is composed of the same glass 
filled nylon as the rest of the kit. These 
shafts are lightweight, helping keep 
the CG low, and are also durable for 
punishment on the rocks. Venom uses 
the same style joints in the axles to provide maximum steering angle, up to 40�, while 
still maintaining smooth operation and durability. II WHEEL WEIGHTS 

I . The Creeper features 
a unique wheel weight 
system that other crawlers 

don't offer. These beadlocks are 
capable of receiving Venom's 
optional wheel weights (available 
separately) for added tuning and 
traction. Each wheel is capable 
of receiving six weighted inserts, 
available in both 1 .302 and 2.502 
increments, allowing for a total of up 
to a pound per wheel. 

( 

� CHASSIS 

LAYOUT: 

THICKNESS: 

MATERIAL: 

Twin verticol plote 
· . . . .  

2mm 

Aluminum/plostK 

USPENSION 

TYPE: Solid axle 

LINKAGES: Fixed solid oluminum 

STEERING: 

SWAYBARS (FIR): None 

SHOCKS 

BODIES: Aluminum OOdy, plosfi( cop 

DAMPING (FIR): 3OWt. /3OWt. 

.�ISTO"'S (FiR) 13/11 ..... .. . ........... .... .. 
SPRINGS (FIR): Si�er / green 

+---+DRIVE TRAIN 

TYPE, 4WO >holt 

DIFFERENTIAL: Bevel gem (2) 

AXLE TYPE: Solid axle with V( drive 

TRANSMISSION: Secled multi-gem redu<tion 

SPUR GEAR 
· . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 

MATERIAL: Ploslic 

SLIPPER 
CLUTCH TYPE: None 

BEARINGS: Metokhielded 

GEARING 

PINION/SPUR: 1 5/45,4Bllilth 

GW �AnOs: 
PRIMARY: 3 1  

INTERNAL: 16.611 

FINAL: 49.84 1 

[ .. ::. � ... BODY. TIRES & WHEELS 

BODY: Veoom Creeper . .............. , ..... " ... " .... " .... 
TIRES (F /R) : Veoom Ridge line ...... ...... . , . , .. .. .... . ....... ... . , . . . , .... . , .. 
DIAMETER! 5 in. x 2.25 in. 
WIDTH: (127mmx 57.1 5mm) 

HEX SIZE: 12mm 

WHEELS: 6-spoke Beo<!ox 2.2 MT 

DIMENSIONS 

WEIGHT: 

TRACK 

WHEELBASE: 

RIDE HEIGHT 

5 Ibs., 2.5 01. (2,336g) 
· --,.--- - , ,--. . . 

10.625 in. (27Omm) 

12.5 in. (317.5mm) 

2.5 in. (63.5mm) 
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PERFORMANCE TEST 

TESTING 
I headed out to a local recreational area in Southern California called 

Puddingstone Lake where there was a nice rock outcropping to 

crawl around on. The rocks were perfect with plenty of steep climbs, 

challenging break-overs, and tons of traction. 

TORQUE AND POWER • The combination of 

Venom's Pro Brushlcss ESC, V540 Crawler Maroc, 

and of course the Creeper chassis made for a nice 

combination of torque and power. Rated as an 18.5 

brushlc<;s, the V540 paired with the Creeper's 49.84:1 

final gcar ratio provided plenty of hill climbing 

torque. And lx.'Catisc the Creeper uses bevel gears and 

multi-gcar transmission, higher speeds are a[(ainable 

for powering over the toughest of obstacles. 

Rating: 10/10 

BRAKE HOLD - 111e downside to using a bevel 

gear serup in the axles is that an ESC with a greater 

amoum of drag brake is required for more brake 

holding alpabilities. HO'vC\-er, because the Creeper 

uses a fL'W more gcars within the center transmission 

[0 get the low gcar Tatio, that extra drag provides 

slightly more brake hold than other vehicles. It also 
helps that the Pro Brushless ESC has programmable 

drag brakes for just such occasions. However, even 

with the ESC set on the highest setting there still 

wasn't quite as much brake hold capability as I would 

have liked. The Crccper still kind of, well, crept 

down steep inclines if there weren't any bumps or 

nooks [0 grab hold of the tires. 

Rating: 8 

MANEUVERABILITY ·  This is where the 

Creeper gO! to shO'v olf its best feature. With the 

ability [0 lock and unlock the differentials, making 

tight (Urns was much easier than other nO! dig 

equipped \'ehicles. Of course, locking and unlocking 

the differentials required me to manually slide the 

shift fork over, something that would result in a 

five poin! touch penalty in a 

competition. Luckily, 

Venom offers an 

optional remote 

shift \cit for the 

Creeper to avoid 

those pesky touch 

pma1£ics (look 

for a scope in an upcoming issue). With the 

differentials in the open position, the Creeper's 

turning radius was greatly reduced; something 

other competitors' crawlers would envy. 

Rating: 9 

CRAWLING ABILITY • Venom definitely 

did their homework before designing the 

Creeper. With minimal torque twist this rig 

can climb some of the most challenging obstacles 

with nor much whed lift. Though there still is a 

little bit of noriceable torque twist, I'm sure it can 
be reduced with a little fine�tuning. On another 

note, Venom's rig has plenty ofbdly clearance 

and cemer skid surface area to pm-ent getting 

caught up on the rocks. The Ridge Line tires did 

much bener than I anticipated in providing the 

rracrion ne<.-ded, and the high clearance links 

\vorked exactly as they were designed to do. On a 

down side, the front skid plate got in the way a bit 

when a head-on approach was required or taken . 

At times I needed to hit a ledge at a slight angle 

to avoid catching the front skid, but that can be 

remedied easily by removing the front skid. 

Rating: 8.5 

COMPETITION POTENTlAL • Venom says it 
right on the box and on their website, "Competition 

Rock Crawler," and I would have to agree. The 

potential the Creeper has as a highly competitive rig 

is definitely promising. Out of the box it handles 

and climbs grear. Of course it, as well as other rigs, 

has its issues, bur those issues can be overcome with 

a little bit of (Uning and time behind the wheel. As 

II I�HC] 1I 

RECEIVER: Spektrum SR3000, 3{oonnel, 
SPM1100.180 

STEERING Verom H��lorque Metal , SERVO: 600,. VE�181S. 11J 

SPEED Verom Pro Brushless, 
CONTROL: V1�IJJ9. 1169 

MOTOR: Verom V540 Brushless 18.5, 

V1�13J4.160 

BA'ITERY: Verom 4000mAh li-fo, 
V1�ISS4r.l80 

CONTACT 
VENOM: �.venorTl"graup.(Om 

with other rigs, k-arning the way the Creeper climbs 

to anticipate what it's going to do and becoming 

familiar with its limitations will greatly hdp over time. 

With that said, the Creeper is a great start right out of 

the box for either a novice or an expert crawler. 
Rating: 9 

WRENCHING 
MAINTENANCE · If you've done rock 
crawling before, you know how much 

punishment these rigs can undergo in the course 

of a competition day. If you don't know, 

well, let me tell you . . .  these things 

go through a lot. So much, that 





PERFORMANCE TEST 

after a full day of competition a rig em come home 

looking like its gone fO war and back. Maintenance 

is a vital key to making sure any rig comes back 

from comperirion in one piece. The Creeper is no 

exception, a rig that is easy to work on is nice. All 
the main concerns for romine mainrenance on 

the Creeper are easily accessible for the most pan, 

with the one exception being the differemials. 

Accessing the differentials requires that you 

remove and dissemble [he axles should you need 

to replace or even JUSt check the bevel gears. If 

only someone would make their rigs with a cliff 

cover for easy inspection of the gears . .  him, hint. 

Ratillg: 8 

WEAR AND TEAR • As mentioned earlier, 

crawlers arc:: put though a 10[, so beefiness should 

be a lOp priority to any manufacturer. Yes, I did 

end up brC2king (h� Cre�per (rumbled down an 

embankment and hit a few rocks along the way), 

but that just proves mat we do acrually drive and 

test our review vehicles. Luckily it was only a 

front lower link rod end that broke, something 

that apparently has been an issue with other 

Creeper owners. Venom is aware of the problem 

and is looking into fixing the maner. Another 

potential for problems is the center drive shaft 

However, the issue has been addressed and 

newer kits shouldn't be affected. The kit 

we received for review appears not to be 

one of th� earli�r versions, since I haven't 

experienced the breakage, knock on wood. 

Overall, the Creeper is a srurdy rig and can 

take plenty of punishment. Now all we need 

are stronger link ends, ahem Venom? 

Rating: 8 

TUNING · Venom hit the rocks crawling 

with the Creeper, offering twO major 

tuning options on launch day. With 

the option of adding wheel weights 

for weight bias and the remote diff 

locking kit the Creeper can be tuned 

for almost anything. Of course, some 

of the standard adjustments on the rig 

arc there too, such as link positions, g�ar 

tatio, spring pre-load, ride height, and oil 

weights. The one runing fearuce missing is 
the ability to adjust shock positions. 

Rating: 8 

COHCLUSIOH 
I have to applaud Venom for designing a 

competition worthy rock crawler right au[ of 

the box. The Creeper is definitely one rig to 

keep an eye on in the future and could possibly 

make a name for itself. So jf you're in the 

mar�t for an out of the box competition rock 

aawier, + a look at the Venom Creeper . .  

;'u t"' 'lni''''� j,ike what you see. 0 

SCORECARD 

9 INSTRUCTIONS 

9 PARTS QUALITY/FIT 

8 DURABILITY 

8 TUNABILITY 

8.5 OVERALL PERFORMANCE 

9 VALUE 

HITS 

• H;,h .. i� gkrulik.l ",", 
· loclj""",iub' ddk 
• Excenent Imi< setup to get into rock (rowling 

MISSES 

• All the hordwore is in Sll!lOrole bogs from the ports ond is not Iobeled 

• Bottery troy is h�h up on the chassis 

MAIN COMPETITION 

Axiol AX10 ScIXJ)ioo, Kyosho Rock Force 

WHO IT'S FOR 

�JII!f 10 OOvmced rock mrMets 1ookP;! for 0 competifion reOOy 
"""",OIl of"" 00', 



For over 20 years Competition 

Electronics has been producing 

the world's best chargers, battery 

matching systems, and power 

supplies. Find out for yourself 

why so many top racers choose 

Competition Electronics. 

mode technolol/i'. 

• Compact and lightweight 

• High efficiency and less 

heat dissipation. 

• Protected against short circu�, 

over current and over vokage. 

• Forced air cooling and over temperature shut down . 

• Connections AC Input: Detachabie power cord DC Input: 

Terminals with tubular hole dia . .  2' with set screw. 

:'::::':"::':":.::J • Dimensions 7 X 8.25 X 2.2 - Weight 3.5 Ibs. 

LlPO Updates are 

available for your Turbo ...... . 
35 SL, and Turbo 35 GFX. J 

..,/ 

NIMH compatibility update 
.... 

available for your Turbo " \  
30 Turbo Flex (9 button model)

:.,.
.: 

�/ 

�� Competition � Electronic!i 
• As the name implies all Competition Electronics products are designed for racing. 

• Exceptional service and support is just a phone call away 

• Our chargers are recommended by many battery matching companies 

C O M P E T I T I O N  E L E C T R O N I C S ,  I N C . ' 3459 P R E C I S I O N  O R  • R O C K F O R D ,  I L  5 1 1 0 9 ' 8 1 5 . 8 7 4 . 8 0 0 1 ' FAX 8 1 5 . 8 7 4 . 8 1 8 1 ' W W W . C O M P E T I T I O N E L E C T R O N I C S . C O M  
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Venom's Pro Brushless sensored ESC and 18.5 V540 motor is the 

perfect match for the Creeper. It provides plenty of torque and 

power for climbing any obstacle that gets in its way. With the ESC's 

included progranuning card, you can easily adjust forward brake or 

forward only options, drag brake, braking force, motor timing, and 

brushed or brushless use with only a few pushes of a button. As for the 

motor, the V540 features a machined aluminum can with vented front 

endbell, sintered rotor, adjustable timing, ball bearings, and integrated 

cooling fan, all while being fully rebuildable. 

PERFORMANCE INFO 

ACCELERATION CURVE 

.s::: 
0. 
E 
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W 
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a.. 
en 

6.0 

5.0 

4.0 

3.0 

2.0 

1 .0  

0.0 
0.0 

STAU(ER�TS 

/ 
( 

0-6 FEET: 0.9 sec @4.8 mph 

TOP SPEED: 5.27 mph @ 3.74 ft. 

AVERAGE RUN TIME: 20 minutes 

1 .0 
TIME,sec 

� - ,  

2.0 

TEST CONDITIONS 
WEATHER: 

TEMP/HUMIDITY: 

BAROMETRIC 

PRESSURE: 

ALTITUDE: 

TRACK TYPE: 

HANDLING 
TURNING RADIUS: 

ON POWER: 

OFF POWER: 

BRAKING 
CONTROL: 

FADE: 

OVERALL: 

Sunny with a slight t1eeze 

78" 1/17% 

29.97 

652 ft. 

Sooostone 

3 ft., 10 in. 

Oversleer 

Neutml 

Poor SDI�fn<tory Good Em!1 t 

Poor Slii)11 NorJoe 
.. ,, _ ., .. ,, ----. . , , 

POOl SIlI�foctory Good h(�lent . ...... ..... .. ... " . , ' "  . . " "  . ..... 

I 
I [ 
f" l 
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STAY CLEAN: The renler diff 

area has a nice curved cover 

10 keep fuel 000 stuff off the 

� ON THE RADIO: The /orge 
.; 
� 
• 
... 
. � 
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STEER ME: Slock Af SeIY'" ore 

up to the task, rmd make for great 

m lllits. 

STOP IT: Broke linkage is above 

plane and easy fa work on. 

GET ANGLED: Wing moonl is super 

dean 000 easy to odills!. Ws des�ned 

of hard angles fa make it resistant 

to crashes. 



[!II COILED & 

I READY TO 

STRDCE • Front 
and rear suspensions 

are superb just like in the ReST 
race kit truggy. Big-bore shocks 
soak up the terrain, and the 
only djfferences with the ReST 
RTR is thai the shock bodies are 
plastic, and the shock towers 
are aluminum. 

" After testing the RC8T-RS. 
I can see why the "Ryans" have 
done so well with their factory 

truggies. This thing rocks... " 

m I FUELYOU · 

I The fuel tank is quick 
release; it comes off 
with two pins, it has 

a reversible filler lid, and it has a 
nice molded slash-guard. AE even 
attached fuel line clips to hold the 
lines, and there's a fuel line guide 
molded into the dirt guard at the 
bottom. This is the cleanest set-up 
for fuel line routing yet for an RTR. 

DEI I SAID CLIP IT · 

I CLIP IT GOOD 

• It's little things 
like the spring-steel 

clips on all of the CYD pins thai 
make the Associated a top-shelf 
vehicle. I love the idea of the 
clip holding the pins in; it makes 
service much easier, and we all 
love that! The Associated has 
built in axle extenders so a zero 
offset rim can be used, and with 
the cool clips on the hubs, you 
know you'll never lose them. 

� CHASSIS 

LAYOUT: Oooble1le<k. 

THICKNESS: 3mm 

MATERIAL: 7075 0luminum 

TANK CAPACITY: 150(( 

SUSPENSION 

TYPE: 4·Wheel independent 

TURNBUCKLES: Treoted steel 

STEERING: Belluonk. wirh servo SlIver . . . . . . . - .  . 
SWAYBARS (FIR) : 2.5mm / 2.8mm 

SHOCKS 

BODIES: resin 

DAMPING (FIR) 5�wt. /5(fwt ....... ........... . . " ... , ..... . ...... . . , ... " .... . , ... . 
PISTONS (F /R) : 1.3mm / l .3mm ... ... .. . ". , . . . , . . ... . . " "" .. " .. .. 

Silver 5.1 Ibs./ Silver 3.3 lbs. 

.......... ORIVE TRAIN 

TYPE: 4WD 

DIFFERENTIAL: 3 /  Spider"9eor intemols .... " . . ... " .... . .... . . .... . 
AXLE TYPE: CVA 

TRANSMISSION: Single-speed 

SPUR GEAR 
MATERIAL: 

BEARINGS: 

Cose-hordened steel 

Rubber ... eoled bemings 

L:.i4§itiiJi:i_ 
CLUTCH/SPUR: 14/54, 64.pll:h 

G RATIOS' 
PRIMARY: 3.85:1 

INTERNAL: 4.3:1 

FINAL: 16.5:1 

(�;: BO�Y. TIRES & WHEELS 

BODY: 

TIRE". W/R), 
DIAMETER! 
WIDTH: 

kisocioted RC8T truck. oody " .. , .. " .. . . .. .. . . .. .. . . . 
kisocioted truggy tires 

5.74 in. x 2.59 in. 

(l45.5mm x 65.5mm) 

HEX SIZE: 17mm 

WHEELS: kisocioted truggy wheel set 

DIMENSIONS 

WEIGHT ......... ........ .. �.!�:�.4 .. ��:,�����.�.�! ... . 
TRACK 

w.�� (�!,R):.. 16.49 in. (419mm) 

WHEELBASE: 14.76 in. (375mm) 

RIDE HEIGHT 1.88 in. (48mm) 
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PERFORMANCE TEST 

TESTING 
Testing was done under fire at the 2009 Nitro Challenge event at the world 

famous Nitro Pit. This track is the bench mark for all others, and it is huge. 

Track conditions range from loamy to blue grove, and the track this year 

was solely based off the 2009 Anaheim Supercross track. This meant that 

the RCBT-RS was subjected to world class race conditions with lots of air 

time, rough obstacles, and hard cornering. This track should have been 

used for a review of a vehicle three times the price of the RC8T-RS, but I 

couldn't resist . . .  the darn thing just looked so race worthy! 

ACCELERATION .AND SPEED · In stock 

trim the overall performance was exceptional in both 

categories considering it's an RTR. Acceleration was 

smooth and mild off [he bottom, which I think 

would be good for an cnny level driver, but with 

a .28 engine snapped in, I was expecting a linle 

more. I felt Ih:u Ihe slOck composite clutch shoes 

were the source of me uouble. and so changed to 

Associated's aluminum clutch shoes. The snap I 

was looking for was there wilh the new shoes, 

and felt more in line with what the potent AE 

.28 engine is capable of. Speed was great right 

out of the box, and the RCBT-RS easily matched 

the straightaway speeds my competitors had 

with engines that COSt as much as the whole car 

I was testing! 

Rating: 8/9.5 

BRAKING · Associalcd nailed the rotor material 

on the brakes; the [ruggy had phenomenal 

braking out of the box. In fact, the brake bias 

and brake settings were perfect right out of the 

box-I never had 10 adjust them at all. There was 

no brake fade, and braking had a linear feel to ir 

across the board. 

Rating: 10 

LQW.IPEEI) • It was hard to go slow with the 

as bat It .... no issues going slow. The 
. 

n felt plush at slow speeds and kept the 

a.ar stablc thro .... bumps and turns. Steering 

was sharp with no push and the truggy turned 

p�ny good overall. I did notice it wanted to go 

86 I WWW.RC41 1 .COM 

(depending on the situation) overcame this 

tendency. Overall it felt neurral, and did 

what I asked of it. 

Rating: 9 

HIGH-SPEED HANDLING - Th, 

RCBT-RS loved to go fasl and felt perfecdy at 

home. The stock suspension was dialed out of 

the box for any situation. and I never touched 

it throughout the lest. Same with the steering. 

It was spot on, and needed no adjustments. 

The stock tires were only good for loamy 

conditions. I did use aftermarket tires 10 suit 

the track condition, bur still needed no set-up 

changes. The RCST-RS felt planted and in 

control at all times . . .  whether it was in the air, 

going through the rough, or hitting a corner at 

speed, the RCST-RS, was in full COntrol. 

Rating: 10 

ROUGH-TRACK HANDLING · In the 

rough, the RC8T-RS fell good. It's phenomenal 

how dialed this !fuggy is Out of the box; 

it performed well in all situations. The 

RCBT-RS was planted and stable in the 

bumps, and Aoated through the rocker 

section with casc. Associated nailed the 

geometry, suspension, and set-up out 

of the box. It was almost perfect for the 

Supercross.like track ar the Nitro Pit. 

Evcn the stock steering servo was unfazed 

by the rough edges on the track; it kept 

the wheels in line. and tracking was right 

where I wanted to be. 

RADIO: 

RECEIVER: 

STEERING 
SERVO: 

THRO'M'LE 
SERVO: 

ENGINE: 

PIPE: 

STARTER: 

Associated RTR 

Associated PrctStort 

TEST GEAR 
STARTER 
BATl'ERY: 

RECEIVER 
BATl'ERY: 

CONTACT 

Reedy Wolf Pock 3600 N�MH, ...... �d 
695.S\9 � 
Reedy Hump R&eeiver Pock 
1611OmAh. 612. S29 

By". RACE 3000 Gen1 30%. 

8113130117. S10.99/ql. 

TEAM ASSOCIATED: www.teomossocioted.com 

REEDY: www.leomossocioted.com 

BYRON FUELS: www.byronfuels.com 



JOIN THE NEW REVOLUTION IN RIC CAR FUEl.§1 
WHffHER YOU PUNCH YOUR TICKET punishing • More power • Greater mileage 
the pavement or you get your kicks pushing it • Cooler operation • Easier tuning 
hard in the dirt, your wish list is the same... • Enhanced Rowabll/ly 
maximum power when you want it, easy tuning, - Induction sealed to eliminate contamination 
cool operation, more laps per tank and extended and preserve factory freshness 
engine life! 

Take a page from top competitors in both On-Road 
and Off-Road. When it comes to winning, Byron 
Fuels RACE Gen2 gives you the edge. 

BYRON ORIGINRLS. INC: . •  P. D. BOX 279. IDR GROVE, IR SILlLJ5 · 712-36L.J-3/SS · WWW,8YRDNFUELs,c:om 
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PERFORMANCE TEST 

JUMPING · The Nitro Pit track had 13 jump 

sections, so needless to say I got a lot of air time 

with the RCS"J:RS. From big jumps [0 me little 

ones, (he truggy felt at home and never com­

plained. Again the suspension was almost perfen 

right OUI of the box. The RC8T-RS felt nimble 

and fully cOnlrollablc in the air. It reacted well to 

driver input and did what I asked of it. The AE 

.28 engine had plenty of grunt to push the Ullggy 

over the tightest of jump sections, and it made my 

timing of jumps almost a no-brainer. If you love 

to jump, the RCBT-RS will give you ear to ear 

smiles for sure. 

Rating: 10 

WREHCHIHG 
MAINTENANCE · Although the RC8T-RS 

hardly needed any wrenching done (0 it over my 

week of racing, the design set up lent itself to 
working on the truggy. Most everything is in rhe 

open and easy to work on, and based on my week 

long race experience, it will be a while before you 

need to do any real maintenance. The wrenching 

I did have to do was easy and straight forward­

there were no surprises when it came time to 

wrench on the RC8T-RS. 

Rating: 10 

WEAR AND TEAR· As I write this and look 

at the RC8"I:RS, it's ready to go for another big 

event .. no problems! From the bottom of the 

chassis to the top of the wing, the RC8T·RS still 

looks fresh. The truggy logged almost one and a 

half houts of full-bore race action, plus an hour 

of photo shooting, and nothing broke or wore 

out. Although I did have a few issues that kept me 

out of the A·main, that is expected for an RTR, 

and certainly acceptable considering I pulled 

rhe truggy straight from rhe box and raced at a 

huge world class event! First, the clutch bell bolt 

came loose during my first qualifier. Second, the 

88 I WWW.RC41l.COM 

stock composite clutch shoes faded after four 

minutes of hard race action in the second 

qualifier. Third, in the B-main and on my 

way to bumping to the A-main. the servo 

saver spring loosened up . . .  l lost my steering. 

After a quick fix I went back OUf to finish 

seventh. Most of the screws needed about a 

quarter rum to tighten them back up, but 

again, these arc all things to expect from a 

new RTR, and they arc normal. 

Rating: 9.0 

TUNING • I n typical Associated fashion, 

the truggy comes standard with all the 

lUning options a good race vehicle should 

have. Associated has you covered when 

it comes to tuning and wrenching. The 

R$ stands for "Race Spec" so you know the 

HUggy is set-up . . .  really. The RCST·R$ is 

much like irs brother the RCST kit. but 

with some differenl spec parts to bring the 

price down. The RCS-I:RS is a race bred 

truggy, and has all you need to lUne it. 

Rating: 10 

CIlHCLUSIDH 
Needless to say, I'm excited about the RC8T·R$. 

When I first saw it it looked like a great vehicle, 

and I wanted to race it-which I did, and fell 

absolutely in love with it. This was the first time 

I'd taken a full RTR out to a big event and not 

had any problems. In fact, I felt like I was 

competing with a vehicle three times the 

price of this RTR. If you're just getting into 

the hobby or want to start competing, look 

no further than the RC8T-R$. I could be 

wrong, but I feel this is as close as you're 

going to get with an RTR truggy that's 

race ready OUI of the box. It's set up well 

for most conditions, has everything you 

need (other than fuel and batteries) to get 

starred, and it handles superbly right from 

the get·go. What more can I say1 0 

SCORECARD 

9 INSTRUCTIONS 

10 PARTS QUALITY IFIT 

9 DURABILITY 

10 TUNABILITY 

10 OVERALL PERFORMANCE 

9.5 VALUE 

HITS 

• Brings the meaning of RTR to a new lwei 

• Dialed and ready !o race out of the box 
· lhIkes ° Joe Ikiver like me look good 

MISSES 
• Although mehculous. !he O1Onool (on be misleoding 
• Qoe.pie(e pipe would hove been nice 
• With 2.4 oa the roge, on FM 10010 seems dOled 

MAIN COMPETITION 
1,..00 III.., 111 RTR, _ X1 RTR, OfNA I/oIi," p"", I"" RTR 

WHO IT'S FOR 
Anyone who lows �, the smel Ii nilro il the rnortW-g, and who 
is oo!ofroid to go fost! 



ME'II RtC 
• SST hi-torque motoT 

• Metal 'leaf seNO 

_ Comp specific "iOomm� 
shoc\(s tol im\lI'Q'leU 
<&.U's�e{\sion qeome.\f1 a� 

"M% neiqnt. '�d s\enq,'t'(\ \{\ '\\{\'f.S 
�,mt\q, 't\",-�. 



I-I n HOT nACII'IG 
ALUMINUIVI 

We offer more crawler parts IN STOCK 

1l..W\96S01 lo.i MRC beadIod< 1 9inc11W. I(1 
GMRCI. carbo!> fiber <:haSS" "",tea MRC 
MRCS53I.Ol BIio<:II;AkJm �L.inI<3Odog 
I.4RC�Ol BI;oc:kAluniS<JspensoonL.inl<61mn 
RSOM10 R;: i.�Mo;:rol", l""" 
MRC1008 BlacI<Hea1 ...... Mo1or""'teMRC 
MRC860H H3fdAl>odized""",,_60TM�C 
I.4RC10001 Hard�AA.om CeoWra-1eI 

.... 

than any other 

a very small 

selection. Visit 

our web site 

for lots more. 

98.86 MRC36801 aiI\Ier....". _o/iocIcaMRC 18.88 
6886 MRC25)(H aU!1 diflpc.ilDClltplOlpIM 10.88 

8.88 MRC38)(H AA.om __ spooIGeai'MRC 1(_88 
888 MRC19011 ��um C.t>utoa_pair_MRC 18.88 
3.86 MRC2108 SoIv..-f,onIKroudoJoMRC 19_88 

13.86 MRC22011 Sit<oe!II!(adc....."RelirAoc",Lcd<-OuI 20116 
986 MRC371;08 AA.om l.OWeruoI o." ..... 1Ia1'lMRC 28.88 

23.86 r.fICllM'a AA.omMutiWdthH8I.HU8301000:m0 1!111B 
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Hobby Etc., Inc. 
90 Wesl Pearl SI 

Nashua NH. 03060 



The AE.28 Pro is a great RTR engine. It was easy to break in, and it purred like a kitten 

when idling. Tuning was easy, and for a .28 engine, it had unparalleled run times of nine 

minutes plus. Power was good. for an RTR .28 engine, and was comparable to a hi-dollar 

.21 engine. Throttle response was quick, with a nice linear feel. The engine had plenty of 

torque to squirt up jumps or hills, and after serious racing it still had a good pinch to it. 

X-DYNO DATA POWER PUUIT DYNO PIDrrORMANCE 

COlT Olin. Coo HP VI RPM ........ , .................... ,- ......... ,. . .  ...... , ... , ....... , r--'. _ MI' 

._L-----�------L-----�------L-----�------��--� 

POWER FACTOR: OUI new roting is on overoge HP /10 rellding for two selected r� ronges. low�d power foetor will be the 

ovemge volues from 10,000-25,000, 000 the top end power foetor will be hom 25,000 to 40,000 r�. 

PERFORMANCE INFO 

ACCELERATION CURVE 

.c 
Co 
E 
ci 
W 
W 
0-
W 

35 

30 

25 

20 

1 5  

1 0  

5 / 
o 

0.0 

/ / 

/ 
/ 

1 .0 

0·60 FT: 2.02 sec. @ 30.0Bmph 

TOP SPEED: 32.96 mph@ 180.13 ft. 

AVERAGE RUN TIME: 7·minutes 

/ 

2.0 3.0 4.0 
TIME,sec 

- �. 

5.0 6.0 

ENGINE DATA 
ENGINE: 

BORE AND STROKE: 

DISPLACEMENT: 

FUEL: 

i\<;socioted AE.28 Pro 
0.720in. X O.693in. 

(l8.30mm x 1 7.6mm) 

0.017 in.l (.28ce) 

Byron Gen2 30% 

PIPE: AE Muffler 

PLUG: AE (hoI) 

. �� 
.. 
��.��O HP*: ... J:�'?'.� �??���.�. 

P� . . X-DYNO TQ*: 
.
�B.2� . . Ol . .j�: @ �9,0�

.:
pm . 

PEAK X-DYNO RPM: 37,000 

AVERAGE HP: O.7B hp 

AVERAGETQ: 37.43 0z.-in. 

POWER FACTOR 
WW END (TQ/HP), 50.57 I 0 91 

TOP END (TQIHP), 37.41 I 1 1 9  

CORRECTION FACTOR: 1.0Bl 

NEEDLE SETTINGS 
HIGH: 2'l1Jrns in hom fkJsh 

WW: Jl1Jrns in hom fkJsh 

MID: NIA 

OPERATING TEMP: 230' F 

TEST CONDITIONS 
WEATHER: 

TEMP/HUMIDITY: 7()'Boo'F / 30% 

BAROMETRIC 

PRESSURE: 

ALTITUDE: 

TRACKTYPE: 

HANDLING 
TURNING RADIUS: 

ON POWER: 

OFF POWER: 

BRAKING 
CONTROL: 

FADE: 

OVERALL: 

..... ... .. . . . ... ...... . . ...... 

29.97 in. 

652 ft. 

Medium 10 higttgrip dirt 

4 ft., 10.Sin. 

NeuITol 

Slight OVerlteer 

'00. 
Excelent 

Excelent 







PERFORMANCE TEST 

SPEEDMERCHAHT 
IT'S LIKE A TOURING, BUT EASIER, r::HrEil �r:::1 
FASTER, CHEAPER. . .  u�� r::J 

words, Derek Buono photos, Jason Boulanger 

S PEEDMERCHANT HAS BEEN KNOWN AROUND THE CARPET TRACKS for as long as 
carpets have been around. Most people may not know how many National Titles Speed­
merchant has, or that Bruce Carbone is the owner and one of our favorite people at 
the track. The latest trend in on-road carpet is a World GT class, which is basically the 

return of 1110 pan car racing but with more scale bodies on top. Speedmerchant might laugh 
at this, because they have offered a Speedspec car for years, and now the trend is catching on 
again. Some people believe that this class might take the place of sedan racing because of its 
simple design, great handling, and return to realistic bodies that look like . . . .  real cars. 

941 WWW.RC41lCOM 
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ADJUSTABLE RIDE HEIGHT: The Iront 
suspension's ride height is easily adjusted up 

and oown with washers. 

DAMPER TUBES: So';ng 

weight, spore, and time, the 

p/asIi< oomper tubes (ookal 

movement, 

961 WWW.RC41lCOM 

HERF BARS: They aren't really Ner( /xit they 

",ovide mud! to the 

LOW PROFILE REAR POD: 

It's machined aluninum and s/rooM 

ocrept most broshless molOf designs. 



, 

[!II LINK ISN'T 

JUST IN ZELDA · I You'll nolice a swing 
toward this type 

of rear pod these days. Speed­
merchant has been perfecting 
this design for years and the 
hard work they have put into 

it has resulted in its superior 
bumpy track handling. 

� ..•. ��:.:.�.-,.-.-, . . . 
. . . . 

" Speedmen:hant has been 
perfecting this design for years 

and the hard work they have 
put into it has resulted in its •• 

superior bumpy trac:k handling. " 1:1 SAUSAGE 

I LINKS 

• The n�w 
suspension 

Speedmerchant tested 
on their 1 / 1 2  scole 
car has made it to the 
bigger brother and offers 
improved adjustment over 

::: • • • •  ' the older setup. [t does 
. . . . . . . . 

• • • • • • • • • • •  take some more work to 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • gel it righi, bUl lhe end 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • result is worth all the initial 
.�::::::::::::::::':.:':.:':':.:.::':.:.:':':.:.:.:'� 
_ 

+ - - - - .. • • • • .. • • .. link ad

_

i"

_

" m

_

e

_

"

_

,,

_

. __ 

_ DD MAMA I'M 

I LIPO READY • 

Another benefit of 
the link rear end 

is the ability to work with that 

new battery technology called 
liPo. T-bar cars are going to 
hove to be reworked to be 
compatible and might have 
to suffer a relearning period 
before the handling is bock up 
to speed. This one is ready. 

� CHASSIS 

LAYOUT: 

THICKNESS: 

MATERIAL: 

roo with I:lked reor pod 

2.Srrvn 

Carbon fibe! 

USPENSION 

TYPE: 

TURNBUCKLES: Steel 

STEERING: Direct (optionol St'fVO soverl .. . .. " .... . .. . . , - , - --.," 
SWAYBARS (FIR): None 

SHOCKS 

BODIES: 

DAMPING (FIR): �5Wf., fed ·
spooge

· i1��m� .. 

PISTONS (FIR): 2.fde 

SPRINGS (FIR), AE C_ 

........... DRIVE TRAIN 

TYPE: RWD direct drive 

DIFFERENTIAL: Rem 0011 diff AXLE TYPE: Grophite/Aluminum 

TRANSMISSION: Direcl drive 

SPUR GEAR 
MATERIAL: Plostic 
BEARINGS: Metokhielded 

,. t·iij?f,';JiU_ 
'" 

PINIONISPUR, 36(88. 64jli1ch 

GW UIIOS, 
PRIMARY: 2.44:1 

INTERNAL: HA (direct driw) 

PINAL: W:I li:'t 
, �  BDDY. TIRES & WHEELS 

BODY: 

TIRES (FIR), .... ... . . . . . 
DIAMETER! 
WIDTH: 

HolifKkJded 

HoI ifKluded 

Hot ifKluded 

HEX SIZE: HA 

WHEELS: HA 

DIMENSIONS 

WEIGHT: 38.2 oz. (l,083g) 

TRACK 
WIDTH (FIR), 1.7(7.h. 1195(2111m1 ... 
WHEELBASE: 1 0.25 iI. 

RIDE HEIGHT 1 . 16 iI. (4nvn) 
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PERFORMANCE TEST 

TESTING 
Testing on carpet is a problem out here, but luckily we had the chance to 

run the car at the lIe and get a full race weekend of racing the experimental 

WGT class. The track was very high traction and a little larger than your 

al mdoor carpet track . 

• U'1OI. ,DID SPEED · Dirca LOW-SPEED · On-road teaches you the 

981 WWW,RC41lCOM 

"' '''0'''''1' fast. but 4-ce11s have need for dual rale adjustment and endpoint 

01 II/H)-scale ... cars adjwtment. In the slower sections the car 

was easy to drive, and had good turn in. I 

could adjust how the car feds felt very 

easily with the springs up front and in the 

rear. Since comer speed is critical, it is the 

IIHIHy to rum in and not scrub speed that 

....... the dilI<ren« between 

RECEIVER: Fu.bo R604FS 
linduded with raGIO) 

STEERING KO �opo POS1413](S, 
SERVO: K030044, 5120 

SPEED lRP Sphe" Comp, �P80700, 
CONTROL: 5200 

MOTOR: 

SpEC �PS0840, sao 

BA'ITERY: Reody YMX R46 184600 
4iel, 679, SS4 

TIRES, JIKO WGT Spec U!oc: Dot 
525/pol, 

BODY: Ford Mustor,g GT·R 200mm, 
1 7S04,529 

CONTACT 
SPEEDMERCHANT: WiNi.teorrnpeglmermonl.[orn 

W'NW.futoOOtc:.(orn 
wwwlop-opouso.cDm 

WWW.l(lO.(orn;1rp 

www.;Xorocilg.nel 

PROTOFORM: 



BACK 
O.S. Wins at the 2006 and 2008 IFMAIl t /8 Scale Buggy World Championships! 

Delivering reliable, first-rate performance race 
after race, it's no wonder the 0.5. Speed Tuned 
21VZ-B V-Spec has won back-Io-back IFMAR 
World Championships! Bring the prize-winning 
power home with the 21VZ-B V-Spec II World 
Champion Edition! 

Go with the engines that have won more IFMAR 
off-road world titles· than any other competitor. 
Order a 21VZ-B V-Spec II World Champion 
Edition from O.S. today - and win back-to-back 
championships of your own tomorrow . . .  

"1992, 2002, 2006 & 2008 

osengines.com/86s 



PERFORMANCE TEST 

WRENCHING 
MAINTENANCE · Brushless motors and 

simple suspension design arc a lazy racer's 

dream. Despite making some adjustmcnu to 

get the suspension stiffer and (he car cornering 

faS(cr there wasn't much to do, and maintenance 

was about half as complicated as with a touring 

car. The link suspension does mean you 

might have to get out a ruler or some tools 

to get everything lined up, but it's pretty 

straightforward. 

Rating: 8 

WEAR AND TEAR • The handout tire 

for this race was a jaco, and it didn't seem to 

wcaT at all. The car took some abuse when I 

showed up and basically used a qualifier [0 
learn rhe track and the car. This car is pretty 

beefy and don't have any brittle parts [0 worry 

about. In fact, the only issue I saw with this 

car was when somebody drove imo the back of 

McMahon and delaminated the graphite on the 

rear pod . . .  which reminds me to remind you . .  

glue all the edges and you won't have to worry 

as much about that. 

Rating: 10 

TUNING · 1 1 1 0  and 1 1 1 2  cars share a 

simplicity that makes tuning almost a 

non-factor. The great thing about carpet is 

that the traction is always there and is pretty 

consistent. So when you find a setup it 

usually stays the setup. The FWGT does 

have plenry of adjustments for those who 

like to adjust things, and you can feel the 

changes as you make them. 

Rating: 9 

CONCLUSION 
The Formula World GT class is becoming 

more popular every day. There are a 

lot of options to choose from and some 

really good cars from manufacturers 

that have known the excitement and 

skill of the class. Speed merchant has 

been there from the beginning of the 

class and offer both pro and span 

versions that allow you to race on a 

budget or with a slightly higher "racer 

budget." Their FWGT is bullet proof 

and handles well. The body is what 

separates this class from the older pan 

cars of the past and we can only hope we 

stick to the more appealing scale bodies 

and resist bending them back into a Aat 

wedge. Want to get into WGT? This is 

one of the best to start with. 0 

SCORECARD 

9 INSTRUCTIONS 

9 PARTS QUALITY IFIT 

10 DURABILITY 

9 TUNABILITY 

9 OVERALL PERFORMANCE 

8 VALUE 

HITS 

• lilked reor pld wOO:s everywhere 

• Tough os an Irish ooxer 

• less wa� moo a 101J'trg COl wim h�her perfomlOlKe 

• UPo compatible (single c�1 on�) 

MISSES 

• Nol rea� anyming 00t a trock COl. Forger maur me $lreels. 
• Fronr suspension mjghl be 0 hlle roo complex 10 gel perfect. 

MAIN COMPETITION 
(R( G.,.X Pro 10, Teom 1ssoOOr.I R(IO i5 

WHO IT'S FOR 

(»jood nx� lied d the cost cnI (ore of rourilg (II raID:!. 







M cst of the time a 13.5 brushless is going to be fast, but in the case of 

4-cell racing it's more about corner speed than tear-inducing speed. 

The X I I  provided good power and never needed to be removed from the 

car, which in terms of me being lazy is a huge plus. 

ACCELERATION CURVE 

.r::. a. 
E 
6 W W a.. (/) 

40 

35 

30 
25 
20 
15  
10  
5 / o 0.0 

STAlJ(ER�TS 

/ 
/ 

/ 

1 .0 

O·60FT: 2.53 sec @ 28.1 mph 

TOP SPEED: 57.6mph @ 1 66 ft. 

AVERAGE RUN TIME: B min. 

--
/ 

/ 

2.0 3.0 4.0 
TIME,sec 

� . 

5.0 6.0 

TEST CONDITIONS 
WEATHER: 

TEMP/HUMIDITY: 

BAROMETRIC 
PRESSURE: 

ALTITUDE: 

TRACK TYPE: 

HANDLING 
TURNING RADIUS: 

ON POWER: 

OFF POWER: 

BRAKING 
CONTROL: 

FADE: 

OVERALL: 

Inooor 

29.97 

652 h. 
(or�1 

1 fool, 4 irxhes 

Moderote undersleer 

Slight undersleer 

[xcejlent 
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3SPEED 

RACING 
CLUTCH :�����:l !..��,� Ii 

#77106 

TRANSMISSION 
#87257 
WITH 

#77065 
HIG:H SPEED 

THIRD GEAR SET 



NITRO STAR 

KS.9 
ENGINE 





T H E  D RIVER 



Scoot ...... 10: (AI ...,.. • •  "". ....... 
.... _ _  . (1) ...... ... 
....... ...... ...... . ... ..... 
....... .  pep fib .. ... .... ., ... cia •• 

RI h W in  don wfdI a new dlstrbrter In 
the US. lo show support, a few of die E.G 9'Ys 
.... RI ca.e CMrt to p�. 1 shcMd ... Iion that 

the front man lor the 

Silver Stole. Ke fokes 

gteQl pride in pvlling on 
a show for y' oil! 



DIF"F"ERENTLY AT SILVER STATE AGAIN THIS YEAR, 

WHICH HAD S O M E  DRIVERS PERPLEXED, BUT OVERALL THE F"ORMAT 

WAS GOOD WITH A LITTLE TWEAKING REQUIRED. I LIKE THE F"ACT THAT 

.JASON ASHTON WANTS TO EXPLORE "OTHER" F"ORMATS BECAUSE IT ALLOWS 

ALL O F"  US TO SEE HOW RC RACING COULD BE RUN. THE ROLLING STARTS 

WERE KILLER F"OR T H E  S P E CTATO RS, AND I ' M  A B I G  F"AN OF" THE MOTOCROSS 

STYLE TRANSF"ER SYSTEM. IT'S STRAIGHT-OUT RACING F"ROM THE GET-GO, 

AND YOU KNOW WHERE YOU'RE AT BECAUSE YOU KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE 

GUY NEXT TO YOU-NOT THE CLOCK. THE PRO INVITE CLASS I S  A GOOD IDEA, 

WITH AN OPEN CLASS HELD O N  A SEPARATE DAY .JUST LIKE AMA DOES WITH 

LARGE OUTDOOR MX EVENTS. I TH I N K  T H I S  F"ORMAT I S  GREAT F"OR EVENTS 

THAT ARE HELD IN F"RONT OF" H U G E  SPECTATOR CROWDS, BUT LISTENING TO 

SOME OF" THE DRIVERS, IT MIGHT BE BETTER TO SAVE THIS F"OR T H O S E  TYPES 

OF" EVENTS • • .  BUT WE HAVE TO START SOMEWHERE! 

TEAM KYOSHO WINS BUGGY 
P R O  I N V I T E  B U G G Y :  Jared Tebo wanted 

revenge, and was on a mission to win thi s thirty 

minule buggy A-main. Tebo was in first at the 

start, bul chaos ensued for the rest of the pack, 

giving Tebo som e  room. The track became a 

huge d u st cloud making it hard to see, but in the 

first minute or two it looked like Mike Truhe was 

second and Travis Amezcua third. At that moment 

it was poinlless 10 lake notes, because I couldn't 

see, so I headed over to th e speakers to record 

whal was going on. The Irack was super du sty; 

the drivers were ha '� ard time seeing and 

my c am era was ruined. the recorder got the 

ac tion. At Ihe h alfway point Tebo was six seconds 

up on second place Co�y King, with Bi lly Fischer 

right behind him. Drake and Truhe were back 

blNnci Filaher b attt' . 'rr �: oming into 

lie ... ..... . 1 _  ... boIh cI were 

IInIggIIng out I hen> . . .  weI, 0V0fYb0dY was for that 

matI8r; the track W8I eo bkMn eM thai: • was a 

of suMval! wtth about ten minutes to go 

got ahe.f of Tebo. and Ty TIII8m8fl was in 

Tebo cI1argod In an ...,....,. '" catch Bitly, 

had hIo IoII fueI ...." which hetped at 
The lOp ... � around at the end 

witI, 'I\ ,.:{essn,." ""''''''n g  back to fourth to fight 

TEAM LOSI WINS TRUGGY 
PRO I N V I T E  TR UGG Y: This thirty-minute 

A-main huggy race was Ihe most exci ting race I've 

ever seen. It was a blur of battles right from the 

start ali lhe way to Ihe end with Adam Drake, Jared 

Tebo, and Mike Truhe all mixing it up! Tebo was on 

fire TO'ing both tru ggy and buggy classes, and he 

got the lead from the start. Soon Drake took over 

the lead and then Ryan Mayfield was in the mix 

until he blew a plug. Next Mike Truhe battled from 

last place al l the way up to first, only to get bumped 

in a comer by Tebo and dropped back to third. 

The l ast five minutes were the most exciting . . .  with 

Drake, Tebo, and Truhe swapping back and forth 

between first and third. With a couple of minutes to 

go, the three were all atone out fron t and putting on 

an incredibl e show. One min ute it looked like Truhe 

would win, next il looked like Tebo, ahef1 th e two 
tangled and let Drake jump out front wtth second s 

to go. Tobo and Truho boIl .- .  hold charge for 

Drake, but The Drake was too fast. and won. Tebo 

got .-.t, and Truho third. You have to go onlne 

to see I\Is 18C1t; ... a cIasa6c, and needs to be 

seen 10 appI8daIe wh at j'm reportin g here! 





Manufadurer: Rocer's Edge 

Web: www.rocers�e.com 

Pari Number: RCESC2000 

I 

URDER THE SCOPE 

I n this awesome hobby of ours, chargers are a necessity. 
Unfortunately having the capability of charging LiPo, NiMH, NiCD, 
dry cell, glow chargers, Rx and Tx packs, and more are not as 

common. That is, unless you can find an all-in-one. Racer's Edge' new 
Sure Charge 2000 does just as its name implies-it's pretty sure it can 
charge whatever your needs require. 

Opening the case, you'll find the charger, power 

supply, and various cables, the most nmable 

being the "Squid"- a harness with ffiulriple 

output plugs to connect [0 vinually any type of 

battery (Traxxas plugs, Dean's plugs, Tamiya, )ST, 

Rx, glow igniter, bare taps) . A bright, 2-1inc blue 

LCD screen is found on the face of the cxuuded 

aluminum enclosure. Four buttons navigate and 

selcCl charge, discharge, and cycle functions quick 

and easy. Audible beeps confirm any input, and 

the built-in cooling fan wasn't bmhersome. I 

didn't really need the manual [0 learn how [0 use 

the unit, as the on-screen prompts wid me ali i 

needed [0 know [0 get charging. 

CONCLUSION 
Most chargers do the same things, but it's the 

extras that make the Sure Charge 2000 stand 

out. Using the unit is pretty self-explanatory, and 

the standard power supply and harnesses put all 

you need in one spot. With all the chargers that 

come through the office, we've seen all-in-ones 

that aren't really as complete a package this one, 

and at $160 it's a hard value to beat. Make sure 

to put the Sure Charge 2000 at the top of your 

list if you're looking for a capable, mulri-function 

charger that covers all the bases. 0 
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LEARN HOW-TO 

R!cently I was having a hot debate with 
Angry Ninja about RC travel, and what you 

hould pack, and I realized that packing 
for RC travel can be a formidable task. Sometimes 
you have a lot to bring, sometimes not-so what do 
you pack to have a great time-and what do you pack 
it all in? Read on! 

• Moliwtioo 10 gel you goiJg . 

• Something to £arT'( your gear. 

1 12  I WWW.RC41l.COM 

HOW TO PACK FOR A 
DAY OF BASHING 
The ideo of bashing is to hove fun. You 
don't need 10 weigh yourself down with 
a bunch of sluff. Pock lightly and toke 
only a few needed things. This will make 
bashing more fun and get you out fasler 
to pull trigger. 

STEP 1 :  This photo shows the 
ubockpock method" I use for riding my 
mounlain bike or motorcycle up to the 
local hills for some bashing. You con also 
use this setup for rock crowling, too. The 
backpack is mobile, simple to pock, and 
easy to store in your cor for .. .  you know . .  
that sudden hankering to g o  boshing! 



HOW TO PACK 
FOR A CLUB 
RACE 
Club racing is the next 
step on the RC food 
chain, and is more serious 
than bashing. It requires 
bringing more stuff so you 
can be competitive, but 
you don', need to go 
overboard. You do need to 
be prepared for anything 
thai happens so you can 
make the podium, but 
keep it light and fun! 

STEP 1 :  The photo i� 
lustrates a typical setup for a day of club racing. The 
idea is to bring enough equipment for one afternoon of 
competition, and to bring it in a couple of containers. 
This makes geHing in and out of the pits faster and 
will help you beat the rush in the parking lot! Most 
racers use a tackle box for tools and a pit box for 
RC related stuff. Here's the breakdown. 

, .  TOOL BOX: This is usually a fishing tackle 
box thai can be bought at hardware stores 
and sporting goods shops. It carries your hex 
wrenches, open-end wrenches, pliers, tuning 
screwdriver, and all other tools for wrenching 
on your RC. 

2. RC PIT ROllER BAG: This carries all of your 
bulky stuff like wheel sets, extra parts, starter 
box, fuel, baHery packs, chargers, and all your 
support stufF. 
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HOW-TO PACK FOR A BIG RACE EVENT 
This is the big daddy of RC . .  .the big event! These events run four or more 
days, so you hove 10 pock accordingly. Mosl events are far from a hobby 
shop, so you have 10 bring it oil! 

STEP 1: The photo gives you an idea of what's needed for a large evenl .. 
study it to gel ideas. Be prepared for long days and nights. Big events ore 
usually held during the summer, so bring a small fan. Think about goggles; for 
some reason it's usually windy, too! 

STEP 2: Invest in a good carrying case! Your RC pit bag is a good slorl, 
but something like the Stonley case holds even more. 1I's extremely mobile, 
nol lo mention thai it doubles as a chair. The main idea is to keep your gear 
compact, and in one or two coses. This makes getting to and from your pil 
area pleasurable, not to mention less laborious. 

1 1 6 1  WWW.RC41l.COM 



PACKING FOR AIR TRAVEL 
I 'II show You

. 

how" but air lTovel is difficult tnonks to the airlines' greediness and 
the TSA's nonsensical rules_ You're basically limited to one 50-pound 009 for RC 
gear that will cost you $50-60 dollars_ TSA adds problems by limiting what you 

can bring. and me rules change constantly. It's a crapshoot as to whether your RC 
009 will make it through TSA or 001, b.II ln most case� your gear will get through . .  
just be ready to make a sacrifice to the TSA gods. Put your name and cell number 

on your 009 50 they can ca ll if there's a pfObiem. 

5nP I • THI 
BAG: Having the 
right bag is vital 

It has to hold everything yoo need, 
be sturdy, and have wheels to roll 

through the airport. The RC pit case 
I tolked about earlier is good, but 

oo990ge guys have a tendency to 
tear tnem up_ The OGIO 'Sled' is what 

I prefer. My OGIO i� lour yeor� old, and this MX gear 
009 is the best lor air travel I You can find OGIO at any 
motorcycle shop 

5nP 2 • BAG LAYOUT: 
If you're going by plane, more 
than likely you're heading to a big 

event. Here's my strategy 
for /lying 

• Look at le phot Irom ltt te 
rigr' it's organized this way to 

make the oog sturdy for being 
mrown around at me a-rport The radio case is at tre top, and the te loox is at 

the oock to protect the d€!l icate items 1-bewee 

• use We lure boxes: one tv hold bulky ;pare parts, and me other to hold extra 
100ls and small parts 

• For nitro racing, buy yourself a small light-we-ght" start box It's great for air 
trove and easy to carry n the pil5 Next, call ahead and hd oul what tires work 
at Ihe track, and pack one or two sets If you need more, buy mem Ihere: I res 
accour \ lor mud· 01 the Iota I wfight, and SO-pounds adds up quickly' 

5nP 3 • EXPAND· 
ED VIEW: Packing is 
a puzzle" ,you have to 

get the weighl dislributed 
wilh lhe bulk of it dawn 

by lhe wheels, and you 
have to pack il all so il 
protects itsell and 
nothing gets crushed 

• Pul your radie case 
first Next is me start",r 

box, then the plast c 
cases, and finally at lhe 

end is the toolbox by 
the wheels (it's heavy, 
bash resistant and oolances the bag when sitting upright] This creates a 
foundat-on r, �-stant Ie baggage guys and rn-f ight abuse 

• Next .e' ye)Uf car on top (remove w ng/whe Is il ne'lded], and lake lhe extra >E't 
of wi Is and place I �m to help protecllhe car hom gett ng crushed If you have 
extra I ings like a spare engine, pipe or I-ttle parts that need a home--place 

them the pockets of the id Z-p il 01 up, and you're ready 10 flyr 
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RC RESORT 
IN HAWAII 
n.. Dr.a ..... Sometimes we just BS 
about things, but I think Skinny really 
thought thai an RC vacation resort in 
Hawaii it would be a viable business. 
After laughing with him about some of 
the details of this paradise RC resort 
Skinny stopped talking about it. 

n.. Crus"- Skinny realized thai 
Hawaii is good enough without a bunch 
of RC racers showing plumbers crack 
hanging out there. If you want to go to 
Hawaii and bring your RC car that's 
cool, but we don', think people would 
visit Hawaii to go to an RC Spa. 

bought at a steal 
of a price. 

'Fit. Cruslt- Normally 
we wouldn't allow Skinny 10 recommend 
a $3,000 lathe and we banned him 
from recommending any dream 1001 or 
manufacturing group (technically NASA 
would be a tool) that the overage guy doesn't f 
need or can't afford. 

ULTIMATE PIT TABLE 
.,11. Dr.am- Skinny came up with the idea for the Ultimate Pit Table and 
went out to get the article done. When he turned the article in we were 
confused, as his ultimate table seemed to be a cool table he found at Ikea 
and that he had to assemble. While we don't think Ikea instructions are 
great, and believe that step-by-step instructions in full color would help lots, 
we differed in what we considered "ultimate." 

.,11. Crusll- We sent Skinny back to the "table" with our ideas for 
making it "ultimate." After we had our talk Skinny went back to work and 
added all sort of cool features that really turned an ordinary table into the 
ultimate pit table. 



THE DREAM CRUSHER 

DREAM CRUSHED 
The poinl of this article was first to laugh 01 Skinny, but also to 
inspire others to come up with off the wall ideas. While Skinny does 
get his butt hurl when he hos some idea Ihal we laugh at, we do 
appreciated the creativity that he brings 10 Ihe lable. Sure, in Skinny 
land there is an RC Spa and Resort in Howaii with lIPO blenders 
making drinks on Ihe beach while everybody cranks up their $ 1 ,000 
starting boxes 10 beat McMahon on the track, but for now we'll keep 
Skinny on his loes and coming up with fun and informative articles 
like only the big guy can. 0 



PARTS, S E R V I C E ,  A N D  A TRUC KLOAD 
OF KN OW·HOW • • •  E X P E R I E N C E  THE 

D I F F E R E N C E  OF D E B B I E'S Y O U R S E L F  
WWW. D R C W O N L I N E . C O M  

P h o n e :  (757)  3 6 1 · 6 6 8 1  
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XRAY 

CLEAN UP. 
AISLE 2 
Keep your vehicle, lools, and maybe 
even yourself cleon with these new XRAY 
pil lowels. Manufactured from premium 
European material, each towel is 
available in blue or orange and in large 
( l 200x730mml or small {73Ox4SOmml. 
Part Number: 397291-8 ( ...... , 
large) / 397292-8 (blue, _II) 
/ 397291-0 (orange, 10.,..) / 

397292-0 (orange, small) 
www ......... �.co ... 
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O'Donnell Racing premium tire 
glue is specially formulated to 
securely bond RC lires 10 wheels. 
II's available in a .6 fluid ounce 
bottle-a slople in every pi I! Thin 
CA dries quickly 10 gel racers 
back on the track fasl! 
Part Number: ODOR3000 
MSRP: $7 
Distributed by: Great Planes 
www .... o •• ollracl.g.coIII 

SK MOTION 
SAFETY FIRST 

Novok Electronics nos updated their 
Havoc: Sport ESC to handle 3S liPo 
power. Th. new Havoc: 35 features 
auto-detecl software for 2- or 3-cell 
liPo operation, nine uMr-odjustable 
poramel.n, water resistant case, and 
healsink cooling fan for non-slop LiPo 
running, all for under $ 1 00. 
Part Number: 1733 
MSIIP: $99 
www ....... ., ...... .. 

Sav. yours.lf from dong.r with Robitronic's n.w micro fai�safe. For UN 
between 4.8-6.0V, the small unit will engage the brakes if it d.tects low 
rec.i .... r batt.ry voltag., low radio signal. signal int.rf.r.ne., or no radio 
signal. This small and lightweight deviee measur.s in at 22mm x 16mm x 
6mm and weighs only five grams. 
Part Number: R01610 
MSRP: $25 
DI.trlbu .... by: SK Motion 
www ...... fI.n.c •• 



OFNA 

HPI RACING 

DRIFT CUP 
HPI Racing offers some new Mini T-Drift lires sized 
to fit on their new Cup Rocer cars. The extremely 
hard compound delivers long life and makes it easy 
10 break traction 10 gel your machine sideways for 
maximum drift angle as you clip the apex. 
Part Number: 100629 
MSRP: $1 0/pair 
www.ltplraclng.com 

Fill your multiple charging needs with OFNA's new DC Pro lB6 
chorger/discharger. This unit charges 01 O . 1 -5-omps, and is 
designed to work with NiCd Of NiMH 1- 14 cells, LifePo 1-6 celis, 
and even Pb batteries rated at 2, 6, or 1 2  volts. 
Part Number: 91853 

HUDY 

CARRY ALL 
Smart, styl ish, and distinctive, the light ond ultro-versotile 
HUDY Team Carrying Bag is large and spacious enough to 
carry your RC car, tools, set-up equipment, and gear to any 
track with comfort and ease. Features cushioned walls, side 
pouches large enough to carry a ful�size set-up boord, 
heavy-duty zippers, ond 0 speciol pullout tool tray. 
Part Number: 199100 
www.lludy.".f 

Driftoholics, drop the plastic in favor of 
lomiya's new aluminum wheel hubs. These 
are shaped to simulate brake discs (properly, 
with the lorger fronts and smaller rears! and 
replace your standard hex hubs. You get 0 
full set of four in each package. 
Part Number: 54130 
M5RP: $55/ ... of 4 
www.'a"dyau.a.co ... 
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UNDER THE SCOPE 

5 
GOPRO 
RC HERO 
CAMERA 

E ver wonder what driving is like from 

inside your RC? Wonder no more, 

as Traxxas's GoPro RC Hero video 

camera will show you. This tiny (about 2.5" 

x 1 . 5" x 0.5") 2. 2-ounce camera can be 

mounted to your ride to record RC driving 

action from behind the windshield. 

124 [ WWW.RC41 1COM 

TESTING 
The XRC staff had fun with this one. Initial 

resting was done with a couple of kits (a Slash 

and a touring car) using the various mouming 

bracken supplied with the unit. Video qualiry 

was excellem, and having matching audio 

provided thai "in-car" feeling. Derek took the 

camera to a dub race and had it mounted to 

his Slash, and the GoPro survived a whole day's 

wonh of off-roading, jumping, and crashing. 

The GoPro is self-contained, and all you need 

is the supplied USB or RCA cable to warch 

YOUf footage immediately 011 a TV or compucer 

monitor. Initially we had some "bowing" issues 

(the camera would pivot down on its mount 

after a hard landing), but we later found that 

the bracket pivot wasn't tightened enough. 

Other than that , using the camera was fast, 

easy, and hassle-free. 

CONCLUSION 
YouTube freaks will love this camera. Sure you 

can use it in your RC car, or anywhere else that 

you can mount the bracket. Everything you 

need is included in the box except for batteries, 

bur a pair of AAAs is the only thing you'll need 

[0 become the next RC video star. 0 
Manufadurer: Traum 
Web: www.lroxX(JS.com 

Part Number: 5840 

Street Price: S180 



1/5 HPl lIKing Baja &OWV. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  969.99 
1/5 HPI Baja, 2!I.Scc COf"MI1IDfI RI.leI;Iu 1"4II 1� 1286.99 
1/5 H!'1 Baja, 3O.See MoIOl and Je\j)"O Pipe l�taIed) .1475.99 
'New' B;oja SS Kit 26ec • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . t09.99 
'New' Baja SS Pro Assemblecl • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 119.9S 
'New' Baja SS AuembIId w{21.5cc & _0 11TH • .  1 5"." 
'New' Baja SS AuembIId w{3D.5cc & JeqIr1I 11TH .. 1619." 

'Hew' 115 Baja 5l2kc RTlI • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . • . .  I2M.M 
'New' 115 Baja 5T lI.So;c IMIII JMpro'" 11TH . . .  1&11." 
·New· 1J5 8ai1 5llUcc ... ..IMpIo ,.... lIm • • • • .  1689.'7 

HPI Hop-Ups in Stock I 

lIS 4x4 fltl<1 Truck 28cc 
molor RTR .. . ............. 999.99 
115 4.4 fan Tn.d. 28cc motct 
Jeqro Pipe R111.-_ .. _1 169.99 
1/.i oW bIre"r-. f ... JO.5Ix 
",*,&� fiIe 
R'TR 1399.99 

Full Un_ of TIt_" Parts In Stock I 

FG Modf!!!�p!!'r.! 
Reedy To 1bI ___ " .... 

rG MmsIar Beede Pro_l1!15.99 
Reedy To FUl._ .. _ .. I550.99 

fG StadUn Tnx:L-I I95.99 
IIeIdy To Rm .... ___ .. I550.99 

rG � tt.mnIr  ...... _II95.99 
fIeIdy To RI.n._. __ 1S50.99 

rG StadUn tt.mnIr ... _ ..  1 195.99 
IIeIdy Ta Rk.WI ____ IS50.99 

FG MDnIer ........................... 892.99 
� 1a Rk.WI .... _ ..... __ ' 192J9 

FG Mons!.-Bee!Ii! .... __ .. 1 Cl23.99 

FG Spoo:tjna F·l with 
Body....................... .1759.99 

Read>r 10 RIJI._ .. .... _ ..• 205U9 

FG CanlIetttion F·l WID 
Body ..... _ ............ 3311.99 

$15..110 011 S250. 00 • 1324.99 
120.00 011 53:25.00 • $424. " 

$25.00 011 S425.00+ 
Discounts ..... Goo4 llw<:ough 2/3112008 

Only , Coupon "-' Ordor ! Int.....-l 0nMn OnIy l 

.IOM." 

Baja Enclosed 0uIch c.n. __ n.� 
BafilAUrnrn ruth Ca-r* _._ .. _ .. 6500 
Baj;lClIIch CarnIr '-'1\oW"C.. __ 19.00 
Baj;lRearAxlaExtaDn ___ ...27.00 

Baj;l1'rtwJI AxIa Enn:Irin ... ___ ._..32.00 

Baj;lI'nrtRIRear �. __ .49.00 
Baj;lCliIfenrobaI � Sjm---39.95 

'-_-' ___ -' e..,RearfttJ r..r.s« __ -"OO 
8i$IRijI: Rear Mob Mcut..-19.95 

Motors Up to 30.5cc 
_-::,--_-,-__ ,--.., (;("llrx crn:n. 189.99 

r::fVrx "d 119.99 
r::f29rx 2mfI Sln:t.er Owcme ..219.99 
r::f 29rx 2mfI s.tUr "d---2lR99 
::r.lJ.�rx:arm SWUlOmnI.1!I!UIY 
r::fll.5 rx 2mfI S:rIdIer "d...289.99 
r::fll.5 rx 2mfI Stda-f'I:nad...l99.99 
llnDrtl GZk 23 rx 7?5 99 
llnDrtl G2'6Ik 26 rx U9.99 
1.-�29.51::1: fIBad._1150 

JEII .. O Adds Up to 1.5 HP 
HPl 8af8 YJ...... • . ...•.. 199.99 
HPI &j11 V2........ . .. 189.99 
MCD Moos!8I Trucl .............. 189.99 
MCD FIDe, RIIIlI* .• • .•...•.. 189.99 
FG MOIl$,edrucl . . .. 169.99 
FG Mons'Bf TlUCk V2 .. 189.99 
Bl.Qgy Unsilenced 
Bunv Sileoc;ed ...... . 

MeD 1/5 Seele Blac. Un. Manlier 1,uc • .......... 1525.00 

ReadvTo Run ..................................................... . 2120.67 

MCD Parts ond Hop-Ups In Stockl 

4X4 
MeO Ra..:ing 115 Scale ProIi1a 
4.4 StadUn 1n.dr. _ ... 1 &82.83 

Ready 10 Run ........ 2278.50 

4X4 
MtD fID'I l/.i  Sea 
ProiIoe ".,. "--t Buggr 
---"" .. 
fIBady to 1U1-----212D.61 

Race Runrw Base _1223.39 
IIe.ty 4,X4" ..... 1 819.(16 

115 MtO fIar:D;j I'n:lIr.I IIaIy 
Ca v.tth Body I'ac:t .  1519.10 

ReiIdy 10 Run . . . . .  218'5.35 

4X4 
MeD I/.i Scale MonsI .. 
Tnd boo 3 . . . . . . .. 1612.13 

Ready To Run . . • . .  2278.50 

Dealor InquirIes Welcomel 

Hostile Baja 58 Tires 
� 
1" .-:'. "$f \ l 

l;�c � 

IIostile T.es-AJI 1Mrain. 
MX. Mini MX end sIicb 
frClfll ISkks (InIyj ._59." 
Rea. H.M 



LOSE WEIGHT & GET WITH THE PROGRAM 

words, Carl Hyndman 

W:th technology comes change, and today's switch from 
NiMh to LiFo is a big one. Unfortunately, in many cases 
making the switch hasn't been that easy, because it 

affects the car in terms of weight distribution. It more or less affects 
the handling of the car based on how much it relates to weight 
distribution. What makes the task even more difficult is our current 
cars original design. Most cars have been engineered with the long 
held tradition of sub-C cells, and rules for the most part still follow 
those guidelines. As we have seen over the last few years, rules have 
been changing (albeit rather slow) and there have been many fixes to 
try and accommodate the new technology with only a certain degree 
of success. In order to make the switch easier, you have to understand 
what you are dealing with and how to respond. OK chubby, let's lose 
some weight, add some power, and drop those lap times. 

1 26 1  WWW.RC41 1COM 

• Set-Up Sheet 



EASY AS PIE? 
For center placed battery layouts like the ones in 
offroad 2wd buggies and trucks, things tend to 
be slightly easier. It can just be a matter of 
working on a new set-up thai reflects the new 
lighter weight, but as many of you know finding 
thai Nmagical" set-up isn't always thai easy. 
Almost everything is affected to some degree 
including suspension, aerodynamics, tires and 
wheels, acceleration, braking, etc. 

PHYSICAL WEIGHT 
To give you an idea of weight 
differences betw-een the mo 
baHery technologies, let's use 
some common packs. The weight 
difference alone between 2-celi liPo 
(Orion 3600 at 224 grams} and 
beell NiMH (Orion 4200 SHO 
at 428 grams) is quite significant. 
The difference (204 grams) needs 
to be addressed (weight will vary 
depending on packs used}. 

.. 
,-
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LEARN HOW-TO 

-" 

1 28 1  WWWRC41 l .COM 

TOURING CAR BALANCE 
Today's touring car chassis can be more of a 
challenge with most designs sporting six rectangle 
spots (five in European designs} all in line on one 
side of the car for your sub-c cells (there are some 
exceptions, but for 99% this holds true), with 
electronics and everything else on the other side. 
There is a reason for this and you have to remember 
thai most touring cars were developed back when 
NiMh was the standard. Now thai LiPos are 
becoming standard, racers have had to improvise 
to maintain the same balance. They have used a 
wide variety of solutions to accomplish this. It's not 
unusual to see weight added behind the battery, in 
front of the boHery, or directly to the battery with 
double-stick tape or other fabricated piece. (in this 
case a scrap piece of lexan designed to work with 

the standard strapping tape). One common 
and possibly easiest solution is to add 

weight to the cut-outs in the chassis. 
This keeps the center of gravity low 
and makes use of unused space, but 
also has some limitations depending 

CAR SPECIFIC WEIGHT 
Some cars even have specific places for adding weight to balance. The new 
TOP Racing NPhotonN takes this to another level and incorporates the need to 
add weight by strategically positioning chassis-specific weights in key areas. 
The point is, you can't just switch batteries and run that way and expect 
similar handling. Instead, plan your transition to LiPo carefully and realize that 
the change will have some side effects. You will also need to plan for a bit of 
trial and error with your set-up since many of the factory set-ups are based on 
the NiMH heavier cars. 



com 
Phone: 507·332·7000 

Website: www.RCSuperstore.com 

FREE SHIPPING on our website for orders over $99 with coupon XT5 
HUGE line of Hop-Ups IN STOCK for HPI Savage. HPI Baja 5B. and all Traxxas vehicles! 

YOUR. TAAxxA.$ KrAoQ,UAI{ITR.SI r .. ", L.si Nt>! R..cin9 
Slayer 3.3 4WD Nitro Pro 4 RTR •••• $409.99 
E·ReVD RTR Electric wIEVX.2 •••.•••• $429.99 
E_Revo BAUSHLESS RTR ............... $639.99 
Revo 3.3 Nitro 4WD RTR .•••••.•••••••.• $439.99 
T-Maxx 3.3 Nitro 4WD RTR .••••••••••• $379.99 
Jato 3.3 Nitro RTR ......................... $349.99 
Nitro 4-Tec 3.3 RTR ....................... $339.99 
E·MalUl i6.8V 4WD RTR ................. $339.99 
Summit 1110 AII·Terrain 4WD RTR . $479.99 
Ru.tler VXL Bru.hllll •• RTR ••.••.••.•• $259.99 
Ru.tle, XL-S RTR ............................ $154.99 
Stampede VXL Bru.hl ••• RTR ...... $264.99 
Stampede XL-S RTR ....................... $149.99 

Bandit VXL B,u.hle •• RTR ............ $229.99 
Bandit XL-S RTR Buggy .................. $139.99 
Sla.h 2WD Short Cour.e RTR ........ $194.99 

VIoJtour 

f"r ...... 

0'" 

(1!!t1!) find " boo".r � prl.,. on g Tr"ng. t!!f!!Jj v.h'd.' Call U'I 

Aftershock Nitro RTR wlJR XR21 ........... 5369.99 
Raminator Nitro 4WD RTR wl.2B ............ $429.99 
Muggy 4WO Nitro ATA wlM .. eh 427 ....... $549.1111 
Drift-R Electric Driftin9 Sedan RTR ........ 5299.99 
1110 Seale Slider RTR ............................. $239.99 
1110 Hi9h Roller RTR Lifted Truck .......... $179.99 
1110 Oe.ert Truek RTR ........................... $229.99 
1118 Scallll Minl-T RTR ............................ $99.99 
1118 Seale Mini-Late Model RTR ............ $189.99 
1118 Scale Mini·Rock Crawllilt' RTR ........ $239.99 
1118 Seale Minl-LST2 RTR ...................... $199.99 
1118 Scale Mini-B.ja RTR ....................... $149.99 
1118 Scale Mlnl-Slld"- RTR ..................... $179.99 

1136 Micro DlII.ert Truck RTR ................. 589.99 
1138 Scal. Micro-T RTR .......................... $79.99 
1136 Scale Micro-Baja Bug RTR ............. 579.99 

1/5 Scale Baja 58 55 Kit •••• $849.99 
115 Scale Baja 58 2.0 ATR $1039.99 
115 a"l" ST RTR Truck ...... $1249.99 
118 Savag8 XL 5.9 ATR ••••••• $549.99 
118 Savage )( 4.6 RTR ......... $419.99 
118 Savag8 X 55 4.8 Kit •••.• $359.99 
1112 Wheell.. RTR ...... 5199.99 

HPI J 

Cr.atl,,"s Mamba Mall ESC wi 4600 mgt", ....... 5114.99 
C •• atlon, Mamba Ma" I!SC wi 5100 mot_ ... ... 5114.99 

Cr.atlgn, Mamba Ma" ESC wi 6900 mgtg . ....... 5114.99 
C •• atlons Mamba Ma" I!SC wlnoo mot"' ... ... 5114.99 

C •• atlgn, Mamba 1/8 Mgn,'.' wi 2200 mg'", .. 5254.99 
C •• atlons Sld.wlnu. Mle,o ESC wi 6800 motg, ••• $119.99 
C •• aUgns Sld.wlnde. Mle.o I!SC wi 1000 motg . ... 591.99 
GTB B,ushl.,s Raelnll Syst.m wi SS 10.5 mot", ••. 5244.119 
GTII II.u.hl ... Raelnll Sr.,em wi SS 13.5 mot .... ... 5244.99 
GTB Brushl ... Raelnll Sr".m wi 55 11.5 mgt", ••• 5244.19 
Goat lI.ushl •• s C.awl •• Syst.m wI 1S.S mota . ...... 5119.99 

HV Prg 4.5 Brushl ... Mgtgr . ESC ......................... 5254.99 
HV P,o 6.5 Brushl ... Mgt"' . I!SC ......................... 5254.99 

Chargers 
II ICE Competition Charg..- ••.. :::::::.� •• 

j TC·1030 Racing Charg.r ........ . 
Prophet DC Peak Pr.dict Charge, ......... $24.99 
M.ga 1 ACIDC Quick Charglllt' ................ 529.99 
M.ga 2 ACIDC Quick Charg.r ................ $34.99 
Prophet Plu. AC/oC Peak Charglllt' ........ $39.99 
Prophet Plu. LCD ACIDC P •• k Chgr ...... 5S9.99 
Twin P.ak ACIDC Dual Pe.k Charg.r .... 569.99 
2-4 Cell LiPo aattery Char9ar ................ $44.99 

Great Prices on Spektrum Packs 
DX3R, DX3.0, and DX2.0 1800mAh wfTr ....... Conn.ctor ..... 510.99 

Radio Systemsl Venom 8.4V 7-Cell SOOOmAh Flat P.ck wfTr ....... Conn ... $58.99 L... ___________ .JL... _____ .:. _____ .J CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR MANY MORE 8ATTERY PACKSI 

Find our BEST PRICES online 24/7 at our secure website! 

WWW. RCSU PERSTO RE.COM 
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TOO 
FR5T 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

have a question. I think 
I'm a good driver, but 

I'm getting beat by drivers 
with slower motors. I'll have one 

really fast lap then a bunch of slower 
ones right after. Is there something to 
help me become more consistent? 
Socalracerguy 

A Yes, slow yourself down. One of the 
• things we all like to think is that 

• we can drive anything, and there's 

never enough power. Low traction conditions 

limit what you can use for power, and even the 

best drivers know that having to drive on the 

edge is never going to work out in the long run . 

Using the fastest motor or the highest rated 

battery is often the worst thing to do. Learn 

what speed YOU are the fastest in. Modified 

doesn't mean run the fastest motor, it just means 

run what works for you. If you like to run mod 

or open but are faster with a slower motor .. .  USE 

IT. Personally, I've been faster running less 

punchy batteries than using the big 40C packs 

we have. I do have a (aster lap but at the end o( 

the round my times show that I'm (aster when I 

use slightly slower equipment. 

DerekB 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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BDDV PAINT 
I l:ke 10 �aint my own bodies but I'm not the best at it. 

I m haVIng one problem that's annoying me . Every 
lime I peel the mask off it pulls some of the paint off 

too and it makes it look like I can't make a straighl line. 

What am I doing wrong? 

Painting-Peter 

A. When you paint a room they tell you 10 
• never really let the paint dry on the wall 

because when you peel the blue tape off 
it can pull the paint ofF too. The 

same is true with bodies. 
Clean the surface so the 
paint sticks to the body, 
use a clean edge of tape 

making sure to press the 
edges down, don', use thick 

cools, and peel the lape off before 
the point is completely dry. This can 

lead to you smudging or ruining the 
paint job too, so don'l do it right 
away, but if you peel the tape off 

while the paint is still curing you'll be 
les5 likely to pull some point off with it. 

DerekB 

WAY TOO 
LOUD 
I 'm running my Slash and 

the Parma body I use is 

very loud. It's strange, 

but other people have other 

manufacturers' bodies and 

it doesn't sound like they 

are bowling an empty water 

bottle over every jwnp. Is it 

me? Or is it the body? 

McNasty 

A. Some bodies sound 
• different because 

they are thicker or thinner, 
shaped differenrly, resonant, 
Of sloppily mounted and 
actually bonging around. We 
found that using body spacers 
on the posts 10 keep the body 
from moving, adding foam 
pods, and even using Velcro 
on the side nerf bars like the 
stock one keep it quieter. 
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Whe,e The Wo,'" Shoos 10' Rallio Conr'O'm 

Tekin's "POWER 
CELL" 3400mah 
25 Lithium Polymer 
battery is designed to 
fit bolli 10th scale Off 
Road and Touring Car 
chassis', It's an easy 
drop and go install. Hard 
cased for curability and 
ROAR legal. You won't 
need anolher battery for 
your 1 Qth scale applications. 
TEITT1600 3QltroNo 1(. 2S Upo S-YP8Ck.!>WC8S11 23C ....................... S8915 

aCTEAM ASSOC1ma.. 
liPo Packs 

""''''' 5000 mAh Lf'o Banery "lICk wiII'o Pm 1 

"""� 
"""roo 
"""roo 3200 II'IAII l1 1VW<tn TruxadlConneact . 
"""roo 4800 mAII 20C UPo Sadtl&-Pad< CcnIigurlloon 

�� 
�.� 

. . . . .  69.95 
• 11695 

. 104.95 

FAN281DO ..", Pro VJT BruIIieM MoIot 

FAN28101 ICIt1f'n:13.5T� "*" 

FAN28102 Ion Pro 4.5T BruIIlIesI MoIot 

FAN28103 Ion Pro S.5T BnIINeM MoIot 

FAN28104 Ion Pro6.5TBrusNeuMolot 

FAN28100 Ion Pro 7.5T IlnIsnIoM Molar 
FA/</28106 kv1 1'ro Hl.5T BrusNeu_ 
FAN26107 Ion 1'1'0 13.51 8IvIfieII Molar 
FAN28108 Ian PIn IT.5T BruohIeu Mob 

Pro Charger 
, " n-r- , .. . 

I I 
.. -­

d a _ 
- --- " . 

. . . . . . • . . • . 269.95 

. . . . . . . . . . .  239.95 
. .  , . . . . . . .  239.95 

. . . . . . . . . . .  239.95 

. . . . . . . . . . .  239.95 
. 249.95 

249.95 
. .  249.95 

249.95 
. ,  . .  , . . . . . .  , . .  , . 249.95 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  249.95 

up 10 5 .... tup. in N,mhJ 
up 10 5 &elUps In lipo 

'398" 

www.stormerhobbies.com 



XTREME T[][]LS 
Xtreme Tools is devoted to anything and everything that can be used for wrenching on your Re. We search the 

world over for tools that will be helpful in your wrenching sessions and may even help you around the house 

for the "honey-do" list. There's no limit to what Xtreme Tools may bring you each month so kick back and 

enjoy. If you have a killer idea you want to share with fellow RC fanatics, send it on over to: brians@rc41 1 .com. Who 

knows . . .  maybe it will wind up in here for everyone to see! 

vords, Brian "Skinny"' Skinner 

VIVA XTREME TOOL FANS !  
Inspired by a tire brush I highlighted a couple of issues back, a reader stopped by 
my pit at the recent Nitro Challenge to drop off a better one he had found. This is a 
Sea-Bond Denture brush, but it makes an excellent cleaning brush for tires and chassis 
parts. It's ergonomic, has two brushes for large and small applications, and 
also has a little pick to dig out stubborn dirt. He told me he got it at 
Wal-Mart in Arizona, but the website has it listed, so I imagine 
you can find it at any store that sells denture supplies . .  
like Walgreens, Vons, and the like. Thank you, sir, for 
bringing me this great tool for RC. I encourage all 
of you to share the tools you find or have for 
RC. . .  your old pal Skinny can't find them 
all you know! 
www.sea-&ond.com 
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Full set of long shaft Allen drivers 
- 3 Omm USing tool steel lips with 
aluminum handles $29 95 
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GOING TOTALLY CUSTOM? DON'T FORGET 
ABOUT YOUR CHARGER! 

words, M. R. Ogle 

I n the past year or so, we've seen the popularity of flexible vinyl 
graphics (commonly referred to as "wraps" or "skins") really 
take off in the RC world. With modern cutting-edge designs and 
vibrant full-color printing, these pre-cut, durable vinyl graphics 

enable just about anyone to customize their ride like a pro. There are 
several companies that offer wraps, including Upgrade RC, who have 
expanded their lineup to include custom skins for transmitters, pit 
stands, and even the more popular brands of battery chargers. 

For this article, I ordered a skin for my trusty Duratrax I.C.E. charger. 
With its ability to charge both Nickel-Metal Hydride (Ni-MH) and 
Lithium Polymer (Li-Po) batteries, the I.C.E. remains one of the most 
popular chargers in the hobby today. The Upgrade RC kit gave me the 
perfect way to make my charger stand out from the dozens of others in 
the pits. Here're some step-by-step tips on how to get the best results 
with your own wrap kit: 



Here's my trusty Duratrax I C E  as It looks "before" applymg 

01 the skm It's been used, abused, set In the dirt, had motor 
spray and beanng ad on It, and been bounced around In the 
pit box for hundreds of miles Time for a makeoverl 

If there's a "tough part" 
to applying the skins, 
it's getting each panel 
exactly in position 

before it totally sticks. If you're 
having trouble getting any of the 
panels in place, you might try a 
light spray of Windex first, which 
will allow you a little NrepositioningN 
time before the adhesive sets. Be 
sure to thoroughly squeegee out 
all the excess moisture and pat the 
area dry before moving onto the 
next panel. 

II Here's the UPG3402 Charger Skin 

I decal kit from Upgrade RC. This 
one's called HyperFlames with 
Carbon Blue. Go to their website 

(www.upgrade-rc.com} and check out the 
dozens of other available designs, each one 

with your choice of colors, accent colors, 
and even customizable with your own 

name. Wow! By the way, Upgrade also 
recommends this sheet as a fit for the 

similar-looking Team Checkpoint 
Te-J 030 charger. 

CUSTOM WORKS 
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CUSTOM WORKS 

om Here's the finished product. You certainly won', be mistaking 

I • this Durotrax LCE. for any other one in the pils! And, with • oil ihe other types of skins available from Upgrade Re, you 
cauld do your charger, your car stand, your pit light, your 

transmitter, your storter box, etc, etc . . .  all to match. As they say an their 
website, "Pure Custom! "  0 
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...... The larger panels, such as this upper panel, are relatively 
easy to place; just stick down one edge first, then kind 
of "roll" the graphic Qut, burnishing il down as you go. 
If you don', get il perfectly straight, you con carefully lift 

up on edge, peel the graphic up (don't streich ill), and try ogoin. 



SATURDAY, AUGUST 22 & 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2009 

JOLIET, IlliNOIS 
118 4WD 

l11D SEDAN 
G1 

• cash awards! 
Over $20,000 in cash distributed in /he first 
four Byron Challenges! 

• A weekend of fun and competition! 

• Spectacular facilities! 

When it comes to exciting and fun-filled On-Road Racing, the 
Byron Challenge has rapidly become THE PLACE TO BE! See 
www.ByronFuels,com for an entry form and full detEils on our 
conungency program. " all adds up to an exciting weekend event 

run by an experienced stEff at one of /he premier on-road tracks in /he 
Midwest - and one of /he biggest cash payouts in RIC! 

Major magazine coverage: 
Driver, Gar Action, Xtrame RC Cars & RiC Gar will be covering /his event 

1w.w.w!Brt1RDNI/flJIL�coMI 
Visit www.ByronFuelS.comand www.LelsureHours.com formorelnfoandentryfotms. 

Join the ranks of /ocaJ and national winners fueling their passion with �CE Gen2 -DIlly from 
Byron Fuel and available at leading hobby shops and tracks around the world! 

BYRON DRIGINRLS, INC. · P. 0, BOX 279, IDFI GROVE. IR S/lIl.JS · 7/2-36L1-3165 

p�"¥a w-t:aRs F.i=� Dr"lver �� � ... ___ .__ "..., 1.AI!/J.:;2. _ _ tiGI ..,.... OM _ .. 
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OVAL NATION 
C an't get enough circle track racing? Want the lowdown on the newest parts and news in the world 

of oval? Got a picture of your buddy dancing on a stool at Hooters? Check in every month to get 
the inside line on all things oval. This is Oval Nation! 
Got something cool you want to see in the Nation? E·mail it to RCThunder@aol. com. 

vords, Mike Boylan 
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High Bank Action & 
HIGH SPEED THRILLS 
are Corning this Summer 
The famous Carolina RC Complex, located 
in Easley, South Carolina, will be hosting 
the first Mason Dixon Cap Tire Nationals 
July 29th-August 2nd, 2009. This super­
smooth, extra-wide, super-speedway hosts 
a fantmtic facility and has experience of 
several large events over the years. The 
Nationals is exciting news for the ovol 
industry, as many racers were disappointed 
with no ROAR Nationals for cap tires for 
2009. Cap tire racing is extremely exciting 
and very popular in the summer, as oval 
racing seems 10 be split into 'seasons: with 
foam racing only occurring in the winter 
for some. Expect great competition and a 
friendly race atmosphere from Donnie and 
his crew. Classes will be offered for all types 
of racing, including sportsman 2400 LiPo 
21 .5 and pro 3200 LiPo 2 1 .5 classes, 17.5 
and 10.5 LiPo classes, and even Nitro action 
with.09 and . 1 2  Gascar classes! Qualifying 
will consist of two rounds on Friday and two 
rounds on Saturday, with mains on Sunday. 
Check out more information at: 
www.carolinarc.com. 



that, depending on position, can change the wheelbase of the 

Imnt ,en" "com long to short and narrow to wide without the need for additional 

pieces. The chassis plate features improved flex characteristics and a solid battery tray, 

which helps keep the heat in your LiPo pack, 

and the pod. and T-plate have been revised 

for optimal geometry. CEFX has also taken 

into consideration the racers and the need to 

remain cost effective. The Lithium 10 is only 

offered as a conversion kit, in an effort to 

keep costs down by eliminating many pieces 

that most racers already have. 

The kit contains: 
• Chassis 
• Graphite and foam bumper 
• Front end Iocalers 
• Center shock mount 
• Cross brace 
• Nerf wing 
• T-plate 
• G-degree top and bottom plates 

( 1 /4- and 1 /2-degree rear steer 
plates available) 

• Green motor plates 

The first real test for the Lithium 1 0  was the 
2009 Snowbird Nationals, and it performed 
impressively with only a small core group 
of guys running the car. The CEFX team put 
forth an outstanding group effort, dialing 
in their cars and getting two cars in each 
of the highly contested 1 7.5 LiPo and Pro 
Modified A-Mains. 

...... _--

Website ofthe Month 

T rack owners and racers ask me 
about awards from time to time and 
want to know where to get them. 

Brandon from Race Rewards is one the 
best customer service reps I have ever 
dealt with. Awesome pricing, fast delivery, 
and unbelievable one-on-one service are 
things you can expect from Race Rewards. 
They also specialize in custom designs 
and unique awards. Give them a try! 
www.roce-rewords.com 
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XTRA STurr 

ID REAS[]HS 
WHY YIL1UiR CAR IS BETTER 
THAN YOUR WIFE. 
OR GIRLFRIEND 
YOU always read those emails why "this or that" is 

better than something else" and we thought it would 
be a good time to remind you why your little RC car 
is a good thing to have. Of course we're not 100% 

serious so don't be offended ladies, but you can email us why 
RC cars are better than men (those are obvious) . 
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Spare 

H ello, I was told by 
Mike at Quarter 
Scale Legends 

L 
that you're " 
looking for / 

some cool pics of 
11 4-scale cars. See 
if you like any 
of these. I have a 
lot more pictures if 
you'd like to see them. 

Thanks, Anthony 

H ere is 0 pic of my Troxxos Bondit VXL 
brush less buggy. h sports RPM front 
and rear arms, on RPM front bumper, 

Integy piggy back 
shocks, Troxxas 
street lires, and a 
JConcepis body. 

Amy L Davi. 
S"'lJoygcJn, WI 

144 1 WWW.RC41 1COM 

Here are a few pictures of my E-REVO. 
Mods consisl of the following: NEU I S I S/ l Y  2200 
KV Brushless Notor, Cosrle fv'Ionsler M:lmba /llv:Jx 

ESC, two M:lxAmps 7.4v aOOOmAh liPa batteries, 
JR Z-9000T servo, Tekno RC s'NOybors, Traxxas HD 
driveshoft, RPM A-orms (front & rearl. Proline Racing 
Crimefighters, 17mm hubs, Traxxos clear Ixx:ly (that I 
painted myself with help of Jockol internol decals and Fastcolor Glow in 
the dark mixed with flore scent colors). Spektrum 2.4 GHz DSM Receiver, and Futobo 3PK Transmitte r. 
Thank You, Rob 



RACING AT BANDIT'S 
The car is a Schumacher Mi3  b'iog 
Car with Protoform R9-R Body It is powered by 
a Castle Creations Sidewinder 4600 BL fv\otor 
and ESC Tires ore Take-Off 27s This car races 
regularly at Bandit's Raceway Park in 
Darlington, SC 

Bryan Howle 
Darlington, SC 29532 

monster trucks. The one 
on the left was made by 
QRS in the early 90s. It is 
completely stock powered by a 23cc Zenoah engine, 4WD with two 
quick change rear ends, and it is 4WS powered by a tone servo. The 
middle truck is a custom-built 2WD with a custom fuel cell, 35cc engine, 
and Skellenger quick change rear end. The truck on the far right is the 
most special out of the group. It was made by QRS but was a N special 
order.N It sports larger tubing throughout the frame, and it's powered 
by a 43cc Zenoah engine. It is 4WD with two heavy duty quick 
change rear ends, and is 4WS powered by a tone servo and a reverse 
transmission! This truck was built in the mid 90s and was the last 
monster truck QRS produced. Only 20 were built and sold. Production 
ceased due to the high selling price of these awesome models! 
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