




EXTECH NITRO HIGH PERFORMANCE RACING ENGINES 

TR140060, .21 Off-Road. 1Iath racing engine for off-road 
TRI40100, .24 TI2, super square truggy er19ine 

TRINITY FUEL FOR THE SERIOUS RACER 

Three formulas for all your RIC needs 
"Platinum" = serious national level competition 
"Monster Horsepower" = weekly racing 
"Monster Brew" '" monster trucks & street racing 
Available in metal or plastic. quarts and gallons 

IB 1600mAh PLUS RECEIVER PACKS 

Highest real capacity cells made, no mAh B.S. 
TRI2053 1 ,  Standard, pictured 
TRI20532, 1110th Truck, hump 
TRI20533, 1I8th On-Road, side � side 

EXTECH ENDURO 4600mAh EXTENDED CAPACITY GLO·fGNITOR 

Fits the new generation 4600mAh cells from EP and lB. 
TR142100. Enduro Glo-Ignilor, with 4600mAh battef)' 

QUICK PIT NITRO REFUELING BOTTLE 

Shaped for maximum now 
Faster pit stops, full tank on each fill 
Soft material for more fill pressure 
Threaded neck with metal filler 
Filler cap holder 
TRI30100 

TRI42101,  Enduro Glo-Ignitor, with 4600mAh battef)' & charger 

.. . 
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1:8 Scale Nitro 
4WC Offroad 
Race Truck 
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40 STARTING BOX 70 DUR ATRAX CLIFF 
Asphalt or dirt? CLIMBER RTR 

66 THE SKINNY 
Rock Gardens 

Heroes 82 HPJ RACING B AJ A  5T 

148 DIALED-IN Now thOI's a big truck! 

Tuning Ackermon 94 MUGEN SEIKI MBX6 

171 CUSTOM WORKS 
OG's know how to roll 

Lois of dOls 106 TAMIYA 80lXT 

178 X-DYNO: LRP ZR.2IX Enter TRF into the Trug9Y !.Cene 

Turning .21 118 TEAM ASSOCIATED RC8T 

184 X-TOOLS 
like the RCS, with a bed 

Skinny's favorite, #3,452 

LEARN HOW-TO 
136 BUILD SHOCKS 

Dapper dampers 
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FEATURES 
128 SLASH RACE PREP 

Race it and know what NSlash it up'" means 

142 PROFESSOR OF THE YEAR '09 
They're all winners in our book 

152 NRlCTPA WORLD CHAMPS 
They've got pull 

164 ISC INTERNATIONAL RC 

SPEED CHALLEN GE 
World's fostest RC cors 
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SCOPES 
188 NOVAK SLYDR 

BRUSHLESS SYSTEM 
Drihing doesn't need correct spelling 

REGULARS 
14 INSIGHT 

Go do something 

18 INSIDE LINE 
Everything new 

32 EVENT CALENDAR 
Plan your month 

34 THE POLLS 
Become a sta tistic 

37 QUICK TIPS 
lislen here, son 

52 M ONSTER PIT 
Jeepers creepers, mom! 

59 IN THE DIRT 
Gel d i rty 

62 THE LOCAL 
Small events need love too 

162 OVAL NATION 
Round and round we go 

176 IN GEAR 
Parts deportment 

182 XRC CHRONICLES 
10,5,1 -whol happened? 

186 ASK THE PROFESSOR 
Virgin blue groove? 

190 XTRA STUFF 
When we were young 

192 RACERS RIDES 
Show us yours 



Competition Stock Spec speed control 
edge over the competiliOO with this speed 

specially developed IOf Sled( racing. Features 
�ed hardware and our special �Stock Spec" /� which increases stock molO( performance 

t9"1fiCantly. Get that edge over the competition you 
� beeo i looking fori 

'L.RPa:n-t O : SPX Competition Stock Spec 
Speed Control 

Footprint 
Scale 1:1 

i 24.5g' 

33.1 mm 

E 
E 
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LAP Vector X11 Stock Spec Motors 
The Vector X 11 Stock Spec Motor Is tailor made lor controlled stock and 
spec raclngl Color-coded aluminium rings, lasef eogrnving on the tear down, 
and black shaft and magnet, make identifying this motor and its turns 
easief than ever! 
• Slntered Neodymium Magnet 
• Can be operated with sertSQ( and 

SensoOess speed controls 
• New stack lor mont torque 
• New low resistance design 
• Hand wound 
• New oversized low friction 

ball bearings 

• XII teardown, dismountable, 
timeable 

• Low resistance muHiplayer PCB 
• New solder tabs, easy and safe 

installation 
• Sensored technology 
• Standard 540 size and weighl 
• Complies with ROAR rules 

VECTOR X11 Stock Spec 21.5 Turns 17.5 Turns 13.5 Turns 10.5 Turns 9.5 Tllms 8.5 Turns 

Part Number ����������� 
Efficiency' 
Min. speed control 
requirements 

.-

LRP A.1. BrllShless 
LRP BOIOO LRP80150 

LAP High Power Soldering Station. 

LAP 

LRP releases the lirst ever tailor·made Soldering Station for RC applications. 
Designed and fully setup to handle alilhe needs of a soldering station tor 
RIC use. Wilh ils 90W power rating and 400kHz electromagnetic heating 
elemenl, this soldering station reaches maximum temperature (48OC) super 
fast, and is perfect to use for soldering joints on batteries, molors and speed 
controls. Equipped with the Easynp-system. the tip 01 the 90W handle with 
its comfortable rubber grip can easily be replaced in seconds without any 
tools. 1 2mm and O.Smm lip Included. 
ilLRPti5800: LRP High Power Soldering Station 

, 



EDITORIAL INSIGHT 

TALKY TALKY. 
NOW IT'S TIME FOR I 
WALKY WALKY 
T

HE INTERNET IT SEEMS LIKE ALL OF THE WORLD'S MOST 

INTELLIGENT PEOPLE ARE ON THERE TELLING THE WORLD HOW THEY 

CAN MAKE IT BETTER. I see it all the time. There is a point when I read "How we 

can change the RC racing world" (hal I wish Y2K had actually happened.l Maybe the 

world would be different. We'd all be off the com pUler complaining about how "things should be 

different," or wondering what we could do, and might actually do something about it.! 

I might come from a different time in RC. I raced at tracks where we showed up and helped 

build the track, and where we counted laps by hand. Today if we have a computer problem at a 

track we can't figure out what to do! What happened? Where did we go wrong? I wanted to start 

the New Year off with SOffie happy rant about how "this year is going to be awesome," but then I 

went online and read some long post about "sportsman racing being cheated" and how everybody 

had some plan to fix racing .. blah blah. I thought about what could happen if all these people 

who complained and offered suggestions online actually did something at their local tracks 

OTHER than bitch.3 

I know our society has changed imo a "right now and for free" society, but there arc some old 

school values and work ethics that need to be bought back to usc. So my challenge this year is 

for everybody who is into racing to go out to the track and actually help out. Pick up a shovel or 

broom, throw out your trash, have a meeting and discuss what ruIt'S 

! 
are dumb and what needs to change, help out a new JXcson, 
bring a new person to the track and let him race 

one of your cars .. do ANYfHING but go home 

and complain on the forums.� It's funny how 

sometimes the wisest advice comes from cartoons or 

even rhe Muppets. In the wise old words ofYoda, "There 

is no try, only do." 

2009 is the year of "get off the Internet and 

do something."s 

Godspeed, 

/216--
Derek B uono 
hecutive Editor 

derekb@rc4 II.com 

,. I'd be typing this and you'd be reading il on printed 

newspoper ... abouI3 months later than I wrote it. 

2. Generotion Y? Generalion M.e is whal we really ore. 

Nobody cores obout anylhing other than themselves. 

3. I'd like to rename Ihe World Wide Web to the World 

Wide Bitching. w-NB. 
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4. Would there be forums withaul bitching? Where 

would other magazines go on and tell everybody 

lies? 50 percent leu K1les on the newsstand is easily 

spun 10 1,000% growlh. 

S. And instead of bilching go on the internet and tell 

people whol you did 10 make RC beller. .nol just 

whal you would do. 

i 

DAVE PALACIOS IIDIG CF TB£ '.f1 WlIJIESI 
LAST TLlRS NlW YWS RESOU/TION WAS- Ilo<goI 
whal � was ... righI.r(U'l(l February. 

MT NEW TLUI'S RESOWTlOH fOR TIIS TLUlIL T 
01\01 $ptI1d so rnxtr" I\Jnch. SusN $ expensive. 
MY NEW TLUI'S RESOWTlOH FOR MJlTIOOY EL5.! 

Find. jobthal'l,.;.-.g 10 Iol!ep me 
MY NEW YW'S RESOLutION FOR MRYIODY ruE 



Th� Havoc SyJI�m 
InJlall�d /" a 
Traxxal(Jj SlaJh'M 
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INSIDE LINE 

Mantis 
TXS TRUGGY RT 
Robitronic announces their new Mantix TXS 1/8 Nitro Truggy RTR. The truck has all the great features of the original Mantis but with many 
options upgraded for extreme performance. Features include a 4.6 big block engine, big bore shocks, floating front and rear differentials, 
and a low upper deck for a lower eG. The box includes a ready.to-run built chassis with electronics, painted and decaled body, wheels, 
tires, fuel bottle, and glow igniter. 

PART NUMBER: R39014 
MSRP: $695 
DISTRIBUTED BY: SK MOTION 
WWW.SKMOTION.COM 



INSIDE LINE 

New Era NITRO MEGA CRAWLER 
New Era introduces their Nitro Mega Crawler. As the nome suggests, this big rock busting machine features a .28 nitro mill, 
modified Mod Force axles, aluminum chassis, and A-link suspension. It comes in RTR or kit form. 

WWW,NEWERAMODELS.(OM 
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INSIDE LINE 

XRAY 
On-Road Double Shot 
XRAY hits the on-road competition circles with two new rides! The first is 

the latest incarnation of their T2 1110 electric touring car, the T2'009. Along 

with a new orange-ish gold-ish anodizing, the T2'009 has literally 16 pages of new 

or refined features (the press release was really that long!), so we're not going to list 

them here, but we will tell you that the T2'009 is available in both US Foam-spec 6-cell 

and EU Rubber-spec 6-cell editions, and is compatible with most T2'008 parts. 

Switching to smaller scale, XRAY adds another competitor to their stable with the new 

on-road direct drive chassis, dubbed the "XII." Not many details have been released yet, but 

instead you get a bunch of photos. Looks like a clean design and one to watch out for at a carpet track near you. 

WWW.XRAY.COM 
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Team Trinity introduces an all new proprietary brushless motor 
design for all levels of competition. The Pulse Modifieds are pro 
racing brushless cans, and the ROAR Spec meets all ROAR and 
IFMAR spec class requirements. Both types of motors work with 
all sensored.style speed controls and feature strong neo magnets, 
heavy duty ball bearings, and timing adjustment. They are 
available in the following winds: 

PULSE MOD: 3/3.5/ 4/ 4.5/5 / 5.5/ 6/6.5 /7/ 
7.5/8/8.5 
ROAR SPEC: 10.5 / 13.5 / 17.5 / 21.5 



AlJVERTISEt.lENT 

THE Off-ROnO nOUEHTURE BEr;/HS HERE 

SUPER SllE CRIIWLER 1111101 
RTR Super Size Rock Crawler by Integy 

Item #APAOl )'{SRP8299.99 

2009 
AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY DEALER 



INSIDE LINE 

DECEMBER 20DB 

MONDAY 
National Pie Day 

National Brownie Day 
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The LARGEST and most 

measureable IMPROVEMENTS to car fuels in DECADES! 
WHY did we spend nearly two years in researching, 

refonnulating and laboratory testing our new Gen2 Fuels? 

WHY did we field test in competition on 3 different continents? 

WHY did we insist in exceeding the racers' expectations 
instead of just meeting their needs? 

The heart of the new RACE Gen2 formulas is a unique and revolutionary 
lubrication package that combines a greatly increased flow rate with 
increased film strengths, allowing: 

• MORE POWER THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE THROmE RANGE 
• COOLER OPERAnDN • GREATER MILEAGE 

WHY? Because our customers expect nothing less from 
the global leader in car fuels! 

• EASIER TUNING • ENHANCED FLOWABILtTY 

• EXTENDED ENGINE UFE 

RACE Gen2: Proven superior in competition-and getting attention from industry leaders! 
"Gen2 Fuel is REMARKABLE! f am 
able to lean the engine more and 
remain at the same head temperature 
producing more power-exactly 
what every racer wants!" 
Mart Sweeney 
2007 lIB 4WD Nats On-fioad 
Masters ChamiHon 

uGen2 provided phenomenal results! 
I was able to lean the top 7 flours and 
the bottom 2 hours, got an extra 2 

minutes ron time per tank at 
lower temperatures than 

the previous RACE 
3000. W7Jat an effect 
this will have on the 
industry!" 
""" """" 1 st !'\ace and 

TO Monster Truck, 
". 2007 u.s. Gas 

Q\ampionstlips 

"It you were to describe the 
ULnMATf FUEL for taday's car 

engines, the new Gen2 RACE 
Fuels from Byron Originals would 
fit that description perfect/y. .. " 

Gen2 is on the sheff at a hobby shop near � 
look for the new orange color. 

Byron RACE Gen2-af/ other brands are officially put on notice! 

aYRON ORIGINRlS. INC . • P. O. BOX 279. lOR GROVE. IR SII./I./S· 712-361./-3165' WWW.8YRONFUELs.com 



INSIDE LINE 

POLL PAGE 
100 people surveyed, top 5 answers are on the board. People love to be polled, and now you 
can be a part of a statistic on our website. Head over to www.rc411.com and join the forums. 
Once you join you can be a part of the numbers and become another statistic. Just remember 
6(1% of the time it works fNery time. 

Hell no. I could 
never afford Re 
for two." -MikeW 

60% say: YES! 
Do you wish your 

� SIGNIFICANT OTHER 
WAS ALSO INTO RC? 

· 4(l f 
· 

00 
: readers 
� polled got 
· their first 

"rea/" RC 
car between the 
ages of 10-15. 

341 WWW_RC41lCOM 

RANDOM POLL QUOTE: 

"8, yes that's eight years old when I got my first car- : 
more of a man back then with my rugged Blackfoot." : 

-a&ailey2 , 

An Astounding 
76% of you 
dreamofRC 
at night! 

RANDOM POLL QUOTE: 

'Always, and ill "n'llall asleep, I usua/� gellhe parlable OVO 
player oul next to the bed and watch XXX Main. " 

-RC_KAOS 

--- � 

�. I� .. � . ll.c . . "'''' ", --­, • • ," _I 

k rdUJOUND OUT ' .-CANtIDATE WAS 
INTO RC, WOULD YOU 
AUTOMATICALLY VOTE 
FOR HIM OR HER? 
16% = Yes 
58% =No 
26% = Don't Vote! 
Tm 17 and thus cannot vole. Bul if they were ana 
promised to make good nitro 520 a gallon again, 
they'd have my vote. If 
Roketmini 

Have you ever forgotten 
your RADIO at the track? 

31% soy: "Yes" 
69% soy: "No" 

RANDOM POLL QUOTE: 

HI was at leisure Hours, and I had 
an hour drive in traffic. 'Hey have 
you seen a blue bag, dad?-'No, I 

..--; (�-. . 
, . 

did see it on the porch at home though.'-'Why'­
'Ummmm ... no reason.' I was so pissed. H 

·ReyzoJ4 

Have you ever submitted pies 
of your RC car to "RACERS' 
RIDES?" 
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VARIABLE VISCOSITY 
Having just returned from a race in close to freezing ambient 
temperature I re-learned thai the viscosity of shock fluids can 
alter with temperature. My chassis was not acting the way 
I wanted it to and I quickly realized thai my shock oil had 
thickened in the low temperature. The introduction of silicone 
fluids many years ago helped to combat this problem (and 
the opposite problem of oil thinning in hot conditions}, but the 
problem did not go away completely. Keep in mind thai jf you are 
running on an excessively cold day you may have to lower your 
shock oil viscosity by 5 to 1 0  weight. The opposite would be true 
on a super hot day, which would call for a slight increase in the 
viscosity of your shock oil to compensate for the high temperature. 
There are no hard rules here when it comes to how temperature will 
affect your specific oil situation, but be aware of the changes so yau 
can compensate for the alterations due to extreme weather conditions. 

COOLDSM 
2.4 Ghz radios are the most amazing 
technological break-through this hobby 
has seen in a while, but just like with any 
emerging technology there can be some 
problems. Some of the new DSM receivers 
are having heat issues and shutting down 
when run in high ambient temperature 
situations. To help prevent this many racers 
are drilling out their RX boxes to allow cool 
air to Row over their electronics and keep 
temps in check. Always keep two box lid, 
around; one vented for hot weather racing 
and one sealed for moist racing condition" 
and regardless of the lid you ore u,ing you 
should always pack your receiver in foam­
rubber to proted it from vibration. 

JANUARY 2009 I 37 







STARTING BOX 

-ROID 

WHAT'S RIGHT FOR YOU? 

vords, Michael Wortel 

N ewcomers to RC are faced with a few big decisions. Deciding which car to start with is a 

big decision in itself. Some people know exactly what they want to buy-as they've been 

harboring a specific fantasy for quite some time. But more times than not, newcomers are 

torn between a few different choices. And to complicate matters even more, they have to 

decide whether to start off-road or on-road. That is what this article is about. There isn't a clear-cut 

answer as to which is better, as there are pros and cons to both off-road and on-road. At the end of 

the day, it all boils down to what is best for you; your needs may be different from mine, the needs of 

a pro driver or even those of your buddy next door. This installment of "Starting Box" provides all the 

information you need to determine the best class of RC for you. 

40 I WWW.RC41lCOM 

liS-SCALE BUGGY 
Over the last few years or so, nitro 1 IS-scale buggy has become the most 
popular racing class in RC. These buggies are big, fast, loud, and durable. 
Pretty much every manufacturer makes an 1 IS-scale buggy. There is an abun­
dance of cars to choose from, in both unassembled "kit" form and 
ready-Ie-run (RTR} form. 





STARTING BOX 

liS-SCALE TRUGGY 
This class is essentially a derivation of 
1 IS-scale buggy. Truggies are basically 
truck versions of buggies-with bigger 
wheels, longer chassis, wider arms, and 
truck bodies. The class was born in America, 
where the tracks tend to be bigger and more 
treacherous than in other countries. Truggies 
are a bit less volatile than buggies, so they 
are a little easier to drive on rough tracks. 

1IlO-SCALE 
The old-school RC I 0 buggy and stadium truck 
represent the 1 / 1  O-scale class. Until a few years 
ago, 1 / 1  O-scale was the most popular class in 
the entire industry. Since the introduction of the 
T-Maxx and the n itro-powered boom, however, 
1 /  I O-scale has taken a backseat to 1 IS-scale 
buggy. Nonetheless, there are still many cars and 
trucks to select from in this class. 

� NITRO VS. ELECTRIC OFF -ROAD 
Another big decision to make before deciding on what car is best for you is 
deciding whether you want a nitro or electric vehicle. In the off-road scene, 
nitro cars have, over the last eight years or so, become more popular than 
electric cars. Many people are turned on by the fact that you can fill up the 
tank and go, rather than having to wait to recharge battery packs. And nitro 
cars and trucks appeal to the senses more: they're loud, they puff out cool 
blue smoke, and they feel more like miniature versions of real cars than thei r 
electric counterparts. Electric, on the other hand, does have some advantages. 
New, brushless motor technologies have arrived which make electric RC more 
efficient and maintenance-free than it used to be; liPo batteries have greatly 
extended runtimes and cut weight, compared to the batteries of a few years 
ago. And believe it or not, at the end of the day, electric RC can actually be 
more powerful than nitro-powered. The way the scene looks right now, there 
are more nitro than electric options in the off-road scene, so if you definitely 
don't want a nitro car, you'll have fewer options in the off-road market. 

421 WWW.RC41lCOM 

ROCK CRAWLING 
Rock crawling is somewhat new to the industry, 
but i t  looks like i t  is definitely here to stay. Rock 
Crawlers are purpose-built, 4WD trucks thai are 
designed to be driven at low-speeds over rocks, 
through valleys, and up and down hills. Until a 
few years ago, rock crawling rigs were made out 
of spare parts and specially fabricated chassis 
(Frankenstein machines} but as the class has 
become more popular, a hand full of manufacturers 
now produce purpose-made kits, out-of-the-box. 



You ani 

70+ mph Guaranteed. 

Designed for the . . .  I;/Jb7� iI.':t.i;;'!4!��' 'I: J-?",.f,,);"U 
and the brand new Slash 

with i 





STARTING BOX 

All cors-on-i'ood and Off-fOOd-oeed maintenance 
to work properly, but certoin things come up more 
often with off-rood cars. One of the biggest things, 
and I truly believe this is why James is mos�y on 
on-rood guy, is thot off-road is a lot more messy. 
Driving in the dirt and mud greatly increases 
the need for things like cleaning your bearings, 
dusling-off you cor between runs, and impecting 
the chossis for rocks and gravel. Also, you have 
10 change Ihe shock fluid, clean your air filter, 
and inspect your gears more often in off-road as 
well. And don', forget your radio gear! Things 
like receivers, servos, and ESCs absolutely hate 
water, and when you're driving off-road, you are 
more likely to encounter water and mud than you 

ore if you keep your car on the 
blacktop or carpet. 



J 

STARTING BOX 

ON-ROAD POPULAR CLASSES 

DRIFTING 
Drift cars are essentially electric sedans with 
super-hard ti res meant for breaking traction 
and drifti ng around a course. Competitions are 
judged for style and consistency rather than by 
lap times. Full-scale drifting is a product of Japan, 
where they have a bunch of NtunerN cars, but 
little space to race. Much like real drifting, RC 
drifting requires very little in terms of preperation 
or real estate to have a good i 

1I12-SCALE 
I 11 2-scale was bigger in the 70's and 80's than 
it is today, though it still has its share of fans. The 
cars are small, have little in the way of suspension, 
and run on four cells. They are considered easy 
to set up but hard to drive. It i sn't likely that you'd 
ever buy a I 11 2-scale on-road car unless you 
were planning on raci ng. 

461 WWW.RC41lCOM 

IIlO-SCALE PAN CAR 
Nowadays, thi s class is pretty much relegated to 
oval use. The cars feature solid rear axles, almost 
zero front suspension, and direct pinion-to-spur 
drive trains. This class is fast, quiet, and pretty 
uncommon, but anyone who is i nto i t  will swear it 
is the only class that exi sts! 

The I IS-scale nitro on-road class is considered by 
many to be the most difficult of all RC classes, on or 
off;-oad, to master. In fact, it is so difficult that Derek 
promised me a $ 1 ,000,000 bonus if I become the 
next I IS-scale on-road IFMAR champ. Yes, it is that 
hard and technical. The cars get up to SOmph, are 
very expensive, and there are very few tracks that 
are actually big enough to contain them. 





Get anythfng with Tamlya'B 
new vintage 1110th scale Mercedes Benz 
Unimog and Toyota Land Cruiser 40 Rock 
Crawlers. The latest addition to our line, 
the Unimog, adds European flair to this 
down and dirty competition. By produc­
ing these state of the art 2.2 class rock 
crawlers, Tamiya continues their history 
of excellence with amazing attention to 
detail. And if it's hop ups you want, we 

everything you need to create the 
perfect Ifehiele to tackre obstacle-ridden 
terrain. 80 why settle for something thai 
"sort of looks like a truck" Ylhen you can ���:::t�!h:e,. the real deal? 
l' .�����e�.:
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STARTING BOX 

ON-ROAD "BASHING" 
The modern touring car scene was bred out of parking lot racing-a 
bunch of guys getti ng together and setti ng up i mpromptu tracks in park­
ing lots. Although this stil l takes place, it happens a little less frequently 
than it used to. Aside from setting up tracks like this, or getting together 
with a couple buddies to drift in a parking lot, there really aren't a ton 
of bashing possi bilities in the on-road scene. Most on-road cars need 
smooth, clean surfaces to run on, since their ground-clearance is only a 
few millimeters. Someti mes it is hard to find a suitable surface to drive 
your on-road car on. And even if you can find a place to do it safely, 
driving your car back and forth on the street is only fun for a limited 
time. The boHom line is this: it is difficult to "bash" with an on-road 
car, because i n  order to have any real fun, you need a very clean 
surface, and at least one other friend to drive with. 

EDITOR'S PICKS {WHAT WE PREFER AND WHY} J 
DEREK 

When I was young we didn't have nitro as a real option. I also walked to school uphill both ways 
in the snow while carrying 500 Ibs. of books. Electric is obviously the easier choice and it provides 

great fun. Nitro adds an element that electric will never have--an engine! Sound and smell are some-
thing that electric is missing. When I worked in a hobby shop I'd always suggest people buy something 
they can use in the street or yard, and that will always be off-rood. It's just more versatile. There's no 

training with nitro so you'll have to actually try it to learn; some people pick it up quick, but others don't. 

lAMES 
If we're talking all-around, then I'd have to choose something off-rood, sincecan go places that 
on-road vehicles can't, so you're not limited by driving surface. They're also more forgivi ng 
when you crash into stuff, since they're designed to take more abuse than on-rood. It would 
be nice to start with a 4wd truck, since 4wd vehicles are easier to drive, and thus easier to 
learn with - though 4wd's are more complicated than 2wd when it comes to maintenance, 
rebuilding, etc. On the other hand, some people like RC because of the scale look, and 
you can't beat an oIWood touring car for thaI. Most touring cars are 4wd so they would be 

easy for a beginner to use as a tool for learning how to drive. 

I generally prefer off-road to oIWood. Basically, off-road cars are just more versatile than on-rood cars. 
I enjoy running my cars at parks, forests, construction sites, and on less-than-forgiving roods. Off-road 
cars offer more capability on those surfaces. Also, with a few simple changes, most off-rood cars 

can be made into street machines-just put on new tires, change the springs, lay down the 
shocks-and you're there! Don't get me wrong; I love on-rood cars too. But if I were to suggest a 

car for a newcomer to start with, I would have to go with an off-rood ride. 

so I WWW.RC41lCOM 
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rock crawling game with their new Creeper 

competition rock crawling kit. This 2.2-class 

I/IO-scale rig has a number of innovative 

features to set it apart from the crowd. For 

starters, the heavy-duty axles feature 

externally lockable diffs-,-with the option to 

remote lock built-in. Memory foam inserts fill 
their Ridge Line 2.2 tires, and optional "Beadlox" 

wheel weights allow you to add up to a full 

pound of weight via curved weights that 

bolt to the inside of the wheels. The 4-link 

triangulated suspension features internal 

anti-roll springs. A sealed gearbox features 

ball bearings and glass-filled nylon gears . 

40-degrees of steering deflection give 

you maneuverability, and you can get the 

Creeper in your choice of red or green. 

Tomiyo CRO 1 Hop-ups 

Part Number and MSRP: 54' 02 (Reinforced King Pin), 

$' , / 54' 03 (Heat Sink Motor Plate), $26 / 54' 04 
(Aluminum Servo Mount), $21 /54108 (Reinforced Drive 

Shoft w/Diff Lock), $30/54 I '0 (Aluminum SeacJlock Ring), 
$$ r /pa/r / $4 r r r (Corbon Mechanism Deck), $78. 

www.famlyauJo.com 





don't have the time to weld. Thonks to Pro-line you can get the some fabbed-up look 
with their new Spider crowler body. Mode from tough .040 lexan, the Spider includes 
all the usual Pro-line goodies--decal sheets, overspray film, and window masks. 

Part Number: 3290-0 J 
MSRP: $27 

www.PROIlNERAClNG.COM 

Racer's Edge 
BATTERY PACKS WITH TRAXXAS CONNECTORS 
looking for some battery packs to work with your Traxxas high current 

connectors? Check out these 3300mAh Sport Packs from Racer's 
Edge. They're pre-wired with the Traxxas plugs, and you can choose 
between 6- or 7 -cell stick configurations. 

Part Number: SP3300 (6-cellJ / SP33007HC (7-cellJ 
MSRP: $40 

WWW.RACERHDGE.COM 





At ProTek RIC we don't believe there is such a thing a too much power, From our 
budget priced. high capacity NiMH sport battery packs. to our 25 and 35 Lithium power 
packs, we have the right battery for your RC car or trUck, And with our new "Supreme 
PowerR true 30C, 25 and 35 lithium power packs, we think you'll agree there is no 
such thing as Rtoo much POWER!M 

�,"qUirieS t_ugh I;IRP Disttibuting _ _ www.HRPDealer.com _ -
-
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DIRT 

In The DIrt, our monthly department dedIcated to nothm g but off-road racing: electnc and mtro. 

Look for In The DIrt every month for the latest on new parts, kIts, racer !lps, off-road news, and 

off-road how-to's. Got somethmg you want to see In The DIrt? Email me atDerekB@rc41 1 .com. 

vords,IJerekBuono 

--- � 

We'll have full coverage next 

issue of the first ever HPI 

Baja 5B Nationals, but we thought 

we would give some props to 

the new "champs" in the country. 

Congratulations to the 23cc stock National Champ Mike Kazz, the Modified Champ Tony Phalen (hey he 

writes for us) and the "almost" national champ of the exhibition 5T class . . .  Derek Buono. 
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���!Tt! 936 
• Adjustable temperature control (392" - 89S"F) 
• Powerful ceramic healing element 
• Four flame decal skin colors available 
• Excellent for battery packs, connectors, motors and circuit boards 

Part Number: 
936-RC-G (with green flames) 
936-RC-R (with red flames) 
936-RC-B (with blue flames) 
936-RC-O (with orange flames) 

Go To: lIaldmUSA.c:olll/XIU: @ 
�ual Offset Wheels For 

1AME YOUR 

Qemand xouc 10 obbYcStore for the 
most unJ.que RC products on le planet 

HAKm 

IN THE DIRT 

60 I WWW.RC41lCOM 



s.- .... r.Ieose of the fi�t T1 in 
2000, XIlA Y nos becomo lynonyrnc>U$ with 
quolity, worl<mol'llhip, porfo<mon<:o, and lu.vry 
in the RC world. Wrth countl_ vidori .. and notional 
litl .. from all around tho world • irw;luding 20x litlo of US 
Notional Champion, 3. European Junior Champion and 
multiplo Eurupoon V"lCo-Champion lillo, and with multiplo Cor of the 
Yeo. Awords _ XRAY touring t;Q� hove become the worId'l mo.t favorite 
touring CO� as voted in the Roodor'. Chaice Aworen. 



THE LOCAL 

H ere at the magazine we've supported racing at every level. Over the years we've fixated on the 

larger races, but we thought it was time to bring back the spotlight on the level we think matters the 

most: The local level. Every month from this point on we will feature a local race from around the 

country. Think your race deserves to be in the magazine? We do too! All you have to do is send us a recap 

of the event, quality photos (those aren't off MySpace) and who won . . .  sort of like you see here. It's easy and 

you'll be helping out the local race scene while becoming famous, what could be better than that? 

vords and photos, Carl Hyndman 



JoshNuman 

Steve Weiss 

Lex Tyler 

Frank Root 

Patrick See 

Randy Caster 

SeanWilliams 

Hire Kasuya 

Charlie Albrecht 

Walter Cosico 

DuyKhong 

Ray Ramirez 

5ptll. Team OrionlTamiya 

6ptll. NovakIX-Ray 

8 pta. Reedy/AlI8ociated 

8 pta. Team Orion/Associated 

8 pta. NovakITamiya 

IOpts. Team Orion/l'amiya 

II pts. Reedy/Associated 

13 pts. Team OrionIHol Bodies 

18pts. SMC/Corally 

'8 Te.m 

HOI Bodies 

Team Orion/Hol Bodies 

Yokorno 

Hot Bodies 

Tamiya 

SPORTSMAN 13.5 
Eric Bruner NA 

NA 
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THE SKINNY 
FORTUNE COOKIE SAYS: 

"HAPPY HEW YEAR-HOW PULL TRIGGER 

� BETTER THAN LAST YEAR!" 
vords, Brian "Skinny"' Skinner 

H APPYNEWYEA R 

Y '  ALL! It's a little early, 

I know, but we do work 

in different time zones 

here at the great Xtreme! As fate 

would have it, I met up with an 

old acquaintance, the great Ricky 

Johnson, at the recent iHobby 

show in Chicago. Ricky was my 

hero back in the 80's when I raced 

motocross. Now if you were alive 

back in the 80's and were into 

motocross, you know how much of 

an influence RJ had in the industry, 

as well as on us kids back then. 

Ricky was flamboyant, fast, and 

he did things over jumps that 

no one else was doing (he is the 

father of freestyle, if you will). He 

made motocross mainstream and 

fashionable and he paved the way 

for racers to make great incomes. 

Yes, Ricky was the trend setter 

of the 80's and was my hero. Me 

and my buddies went out and 

learned how to do no-footers and 

can-cans, and we learned how to 

go big on jumps. Not to mention 

that we looked like factory dudes 

walking around in the pits---all 

because RJ was doing it-man, 

times were good. Since we are 

heading into 2009, and after 

meeting with RJ at the show, I was 

thinking that maybe the RC world 

could use some heroes. We do 

have some popular racers like 

Adam Drake, Chad Bradley, and 

Jared Tebo to name a few, but we 

need larger-than-life heroes who 

can help change the perception 

of RC. The question is, how do 

we get heroes for RC?You can't 

manufacture a hero, but I think a 

person can rise to the occasion. 

One of the problems with RC 

racing is that it's a difficult sport to 

totally dominate, but that doesn't 

mean drivers can't be heroes. I 

think most could still rise to the 

occasion-they just have to want 

it. Living larger than life, doing the 

right thing, and answering the call 

are the prerequisites, I think, and 

we (the fans and media) will do 

the rest. This is just a thought for 

the New Year; I would love to hear 

from you about heroes. Now, as to 

why the great Ricky Johnson was 

at IHobby this year . . .  RJ has moved 

on to racing trucks, and Team 

Associated sponsors his team 

to promote their new SC8. You 

see, Cliff Lett (super honcho for 

AE) was RJ's mechanic way back 

when, and came up with this great 

cross promotion to our hobby. So 

you see, the hero concept works. 

I just want a hero from my world 

ofRC! 

... .. .. .................. .. ........ � ---
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DO THE 
BOCA! 
Boca Bearings now has a full line of completely 
ceramic bearings. Not just the balls, but the whole 
shebang: casing, races, and balls! All ceramic 
bearings are super durable and impervious to 
rust and heat (which is the number one killer 
of bearings) but they come at a price. Ceramic 
bearing are expensive, but they perform well 
beyond normal bearings, plus their trick factor 
is off the chart. If you want the best of the best 
in bearing performance, these Boca ceramic 
bearings may be the ticket. 
www.&oca&earings.com 



THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES 
First off, you guys who read our magazine are great! Check out the two gifts I 

received at the iHobby'08 tradeshow. Last year I showed 
y'oll the "hat light" and asked where to get il . .  
thai got you going, and I received a ton of 
email. At the show this year, the guys from 
GLOReS, a competitive RC racing series 

for Ontario, Q uebec, and New York State, 
brought me my very own hat-light. The next day the 

guys from NR/CTPA (National Radio Control Truck Pulling-and 
Monster truck racing-Association) brought me a sweet "puller" 

after I had raved about how fun tractor pulling was. It means a lot to 
me thai y'oll read our magazine, and I thank you for the sweet swag! 

THE BEST BODY CLIP HOLDER EVER! 
With the release of the HPI Baja5T (probably the Iridest 1 /5-scale ever built} comes a little afterthought 
item that most might miss, but your old pal Skinny didn't. This is a tethered body clip that fastens to 
the body, and then secures the body clip with a tether so you'll never lose it . . .  it's genius! Sure, there 
are others available, but this one is robust and will last when used on other scale cars. As soon as HPI 
releases all of the part numbers for the B5T, I plan on stocking up, because I hate to lose body d ips. 

I've used a similar system for 
a couple of years, and I love 
it, but this new HPI one looks 
like it will last forever. If you 
like this idea, stay tuned; I'll 
find the part number and post 
it here. If you can't wait, go to 
the Web and see if you can 
find it yourself. 
www.hpiracing.com 

Got a Question 
OR IDEA? 
If you need the skinny right now abaut 

what's going on in RC, or have a burning 
question you need answered, just log 
onto Xtreme's website at: www.rc411. 
com and look for �. Ask Skinny." I'll 
be happy to answer your questions 
online, and they may even wind up in 
Ihe magazine. You can also reach me 

at brianS@rc411.com. Of course, 
this will help keep my cell phone bill 
down and help you get an answer to 

yaur thoughts. 
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CAPABLE ESC: AlIhoogh il rooy 
look generic, this is oclvtJlly 0 
!Xelty powerful ESC -<lbte 10 hoodte 

14.4-'6.8� 

721 WWW.RC41lCOM 

DUAL SERVOS: Standa,diized "fillS ore 

10000 f)IJ the (fOIIl 000 ,eo, o( the iod: Clmber, 

giving the rig 4<INheel sleering abilities. 

OIL -FILLED SHOCKS: Aoolher b� poll 0 
succe55ful,ock (fowler is shock and s(Xing options. 

Since the Cliff Climber boffOWS its shocks from the 

Vendetta, theM ole already optional springs and 

pistons available. 

ROCK CRAW LING TREADS: A huge porl o( 

fork {fOwling is having soft, grippy fires with lots of 

surfoce area to catch and pull the truck ouf of tough 
spots. These definitely seem fa meet the bill. 



WHEELS TURNING ' 

4-wheel steering is usually 
reserved for the bigger, usuper 
class" crawlers, but the smaller­
scale Cljff Climber gets this 
feature right out of the box. 
Employing two servos mounted 
to the axles, the Cljff Climber 
benefits by having a tight 
turning radius for intricate rock 
scaling maneuvers, especially 
with its locked 4wd. 

" The low CG makes the Cliff 
Climber a great hjll climber 

and descender lno. that •• 
is not a real word). , , DEI THE SHOCKER · Instead of 

I using cantilevers or a simple, 
single-axis shock mount, the Cliff 
Climber incorporates a unique 

top mount. It is actually a yoke thai allows 
the shock to swivel in two places: where the 
yoke attaches to the chassis, and at the pin 
location where the top of the shock attaches 
to the shock mount. Confused? Well the 
bottom line is thai the shock is allowed to 
travel front-back and side-to-side, which 
should be a good thing! m UNIQUE CHASSIS DESIGN · 

I Although using a twin vertical plate 
design isn't anything new to the rock 
crawling scene, the lack of center 

drive train is. Most rock crawlers utilize a single, 
540-sized motor, but the Rock Climber uses 
dual, 380-sized motors powered by dual 2/3C 
celis, the size you would use for a receiver pack 
or in a Mini-T. It will be interesting to see if this 
motor and battery combo provides enough 
torque for effective rock crawling. 

� CHASSIS 
LAYOUT: 

THICKNESS: 

MATERIAL: 

Twirl"vertKol plote 

2mm 

Stom�d oluminum 

USPENSION 
TYPE: Solidoxlesw/4-sh()((s .. .. . .•. -
TURNBUCKLES: Fixed (�aslic) 

STEERING Direct to steerirlg blocks ...... ........... _ ............ , ........... ...... . 
SWAYBARS (FIR), Nil 

SHO[J{S 
BODIES: P1mfi( 
DAMPING 3G-wt. 

PISTONS (F /R) : 4-hole ............. -.,', ...... , ... . 
Yellow (medium) 

+---+ORIVE TRAIN 
' TYPE : 4WD, interool gem reductKin .... . .... ...... ..... ..... , ... . ..... . .... . .... . 

DIFFERENTIAL: Fixed (enter gem AXLE TYPE: �bones ... . ...... ....... , ... 
TRANSMISSION: Gem .'" SPUR GEAR 
MATERIAL: 

CLUTCH: None 

BEARINGS: Bushings 

GEARING 
1" 

PINION/SPUR: 1 1/34 

GW AI 
PRIMARY: 309,1 

INTERNAL: 9.60,1 

FINAL: 29.66,1 

BODY. TIRES & WHEELS 
BODY: Durotrox (Iiff Oimber prepointed 

Durotrox (Iiff Oimber TIRES (FIR), 

DIAMETER! 
WIDTH: HEX SIZE: 

4.25 in. x 2.0 in. (l08mm x 51 mm) 

12mm 

WHEELS: Durotmx 1 2-spoke grey 

DIMENSIONS 
WEIGHT: 3 Ihs., 6.2 oz. (1 ,535g) 

TRACK 
���.��(.�L. 9.0 in. (230mm) 

WHEELBASE: 9.50 in. (24Omm) 

RIDE HEIGHT 1 . 10 in. (26mm) 
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PERFORMANCE TEST 

TESTING 
When you are given a rock climber to test, the first thing you need to do 

is pretty simple: find some rocks! The nice thing about rock climbing is 

that setting up a realistic field isn't too difficult. There is a drainage basin 

near my house that is lined with a bunch of granite boulders, varying 

from baseball to football sized. I took about twenty minutes and made 

some piles of boulders throughout the basin; some that looked easy, 

some more challenging, and some damn-near impossible, to put the Cliff 

Climber through its paces. I sliced some old tennis balls in half and used 

them as my gates. With both batteries charged, I hit the rocks. 

TORQUE AND POWER · When I saw the 

380-sized motors on the Cliff Climber, I was 

skeptical about whether they would make enough 

torque to have fun with, but thanks in part to the 

14.4V of electricity from the dual banery packs, 

the motors made more torque than I expected. In 

situations where the front wheels wedged between 

an oncoming rock and the ground, the Cliff Climber 

was able to pull itself out father impressively. The 

final drive ratio of the Cliff Climber is around 

30: I, Favoring speed rather than torque compared 

to other rigs I have driven in my time. The truck 

comes with a 12-tooth pinion, but the optional 

I I-tooth gear would benefit the truck in most 

situations. Overall, I wa� pretty impressed by the 

torque and power made by the dual 380's and 

2/3C-Cells, but in my mind, there really is no 

substitute for a single 540. Experimenting with 

different 380 motors and going up to dual 7-cell 

packs, however, could prove me wrong. 

Rallllg: 718 

BRAKE BOLD · The first time I wenr to use 

the brakes I was shocked, disappoinred, and quire 

honestly, a little sad. It seems that someone in 

DuraTrax R&D forgot to menrion that crawler 

gurus use their brakes to hold their trucks when 

they are going downhill; there is zero reverse delay 

on the Cliff Climber. Once you hit the brakes, the 

truck immediately goes in reverse. So if you'� 

going downhill, there is really no way to put on 

the brakes without sending the wheels into reverst. 

The truck itself. however, docs a p"ttv ... od 

job oflocking up the wheels on its 

tightening the gear mesh more (be 

the mesh too tight can be ,a,,,�i" '.'1"'� 
I was able to make the 

have a reverse 

delay feature. 

Ratlng: S 

, . 

MANEUVERABILITY · With its 4WS 

featufe, the Cliff Climber is a lot of fun to 
maneuver. When the surface is relatively 

rame, the truck turns on a dime with no 

issues. When it starts getting sideways a 

little and some weight is put in the sides of 

the wheels, the steering servo doesn't make quite 

enough torque to swing the wheels around 

like it does on a Aat surface. In competitive 

crawling, drivers use servos with crazy amounts 

of torque for this purpose, because being able 

to actuate the steering to full-throw while the 

truck stands still is a huge advantage in setting 

up your line. The stock servos do a good job, but 

if you wanted to upgrade, stepping-up the servo 

torque would make a big difference. One big 

advantage that the Cliff Climber has over other 

crawlers (thanks to its dual motors) is the virtual 

elimination of "torque twist. � Torque twist occurs 
when a crawler with a single 540-motor pulls a 
front wheel oR' the ground under acceleration as a 

result of the sudden burst of torque in the motor 

can. Because the motors on the Cliff Climber face 
in opposite directions, one's twist cancels the other 

our, and the wheels stay on the ground. 

Rallllg: 8 

RECEIVER: Qurolrox 10cti( 1RX 200, 
2i:oonnel 

STEERING (2) DJrollox TSX200 
SERVOS: 

SPEED [Molrox ESC·15K (F ftV) 
CONTROL: 

MOTORS: (2) Qulolln. ((5000 

CONTACT 
DURATRAX: (DIST. BY HOBBICO) WW'W.durotrouom 

couple upgrades and some ingenuity, it has 
the potential to be a winner on the rocks. One 

thing that it possesses that many other crawlers 

snuggle 10 attain is a very low Gc. Most other 

crawlers usc a single. 540-sized motor that, out 

of engineering necessity. tends to be mounted 

pretty high up on the chassis. The CG of the Cliff 
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PERFORMANCE TEST 

Climber is nice and low because its mo(Ors are 

relatively small and are mounted almost directly 

at each drive axle. The battery packs are still up 

top, bm it wouldn't be (00 hard (0 mount them 

into [he lOpS of the front and rear servos. The low 

CG rnakt.'S the CliffClimher a great hill climber 

and desccnder (no, that is not a real word). The 

rig doesn', possess a lot of ground clearance, which 

gOT me hung-up a Jot, so I was forced to take 

some roundabout lines that I would have been 

able to avoid otherwise. Some larger diameter tires 

would definitely have helped in that department. 

Overall, the CliffClimhcr crawled impressively, 

and I was surprised by its performance. 

Rating: 9 

COMPETITION POTENTIAL · It is pren)' 

unlikely that you will find a hunch of Cliff Climbers 

on rhe competitive circuit, but it definitely has 
the potential to compete. To compete with the 

CliffClimbcr. the first thing you'd need (0 do 

is eliminate the rear steering servo; it's illegal to 

use 4-whccl-steering in the 2.2 class. The biggest 

obstacle, however, is the motor and ESC issue. 

People are going to want motors with more 

torque. The bottom line is this: the Cliff Climber 

definitely has competition potential; you'll JUSt 

have to spend more money to do it properly than 

with some other rigs on the market. 

Rating: 6 

MAINTENANCE - Working on the Cliff 

Climber is pretty easy. The entire chassis and drive 

train is simple and symmetr ical, so once you learn 

how to work on one half of the truck, you already 

know how to work on the other. And since there 

is no center drive train. thert' arc no difficult to 

access motor mounts or differential either. Wi,h 

the removal of about 10 screws, you won', have 

any problems working inside me axle cases 
With no differentials. aa ... nio�. , ... Ik i� 

Phillips-head screws. They're all pretty much 

the same size, but hex heads are definitely 

easier (0 work with. Also, metal bushings. 

not bearings, are found throughout (he truck. 

Bushings and screws aside. the Cliff Climber 

is simple (0 work on. comes with an excellent 

step-by-step inslTuction manual. and arrer 

working on it once, you could probably take 

it apart and put it back together blind. 

Rating: 9 

WEAR AND TEAR - Although I didn't 

run into any problems. the dog bones are a 

little on the thin side. With the stock 

motors and 6-cell battery packs, this 

shouldn't present any issues, but if you 

upgrade to a higher torque configuration, 

the dog bones may sheer off at the joint, 

as I have seen happen to even much thicker 

drive axles on lTucks equipped with high 

torque motors. But as it stands. nothing 

on my Cliff Climbcr broke. And even if 

something did break, many of the plastic 

pans are covered under Duratrax's "Stress 

Tech� warranty. 

Rating: 9 

TUNING · The 1 2mm hex adaptors for the 

wheels make the Cliff Climber compatible 

with other wheels and tires 011 the market. 

However, the fact that you're limited to the 

380-sizcd motor selection is a negative. All of 

the turnbuckles arc fixed tOO, so you can't adjust 

toe either. The shocks are fully adjustable and 

extra pistons are even included with the kit. 

Overall, you don't really need (0 make a whole 

lot of adjustments on a rock crawling rig (0 
begin with. so don't fret over this category's 

"6" tOO much. 

"1IJI9: 6  

SCORECARD 

10 INSTRUCTIONS 

8.5 PARTS QUALITY/FIT 

9 DURABIlJTY 

6 TUNABIlJTY 

7 OVERALL PERFORMANCE 

8.5 VALUE 

HITS 
- Unique drivetrain and chassis desi9n 

- 4WSis lun 

- �eal support through HobbKo 

- low CG 

MISSES 
- (an'l lISe 4WS in compelilion 

- Needs two oonery pocks 

• ESC locks features 

MAIN COMPETITION 

WHO IT'S FOR 
Sooleooe looking to rod uowI for fun in srooller SlOes 

CIJHCLUSIDH 
With [he Cliff Climber, DuraTrax has stepped 

into the rock crawling game, and I believe that it 

_C>I �'��� are some uncertainties out of the box, like 

to do with the motor and ESC situation. 

touching a thing, the Cliff Climber is 

thinking you want (0 
rock crawling bandwagon 

• dc.fin;,dvgivc the Cliff 

or " rerio", look. 0 







The Cliff Climber utilizes 

two 380-sized motors for 

climbing duties. Paired with 

two battery packs, the motors 

do a good job of providing the 

torque needed for rock climbing, 

with enough high-end speed 

where needed. Since the 

motors are sealed and are not 

rebuildable, it is just a matter 

of time before they will need to 

be replaced; however, unless 

you drive for an hour every 

day, or they heat-up excessively, 

they should last a while. 

READY FOR COMPETITION? 

TEMP/HUMIDITY: 

BAROMETRIC 

PRESSURE: 

ALTITUDE: 

TRACK TYPE: 

HANDLING 
TURNING RADIUS: 

ON POWER: 

OFF POWER: 

BRAKING 
CONTROL: 

FADE: 

OVERALL: 

8I F/26% 

29.92 in. 

832 ft. 
Gronite boulders 

3 ft., 0 in 

Undersleer 

Oversteer 

'''' 
''''' 

Sotisfoctory 

Although the Cliff Climber is a lot of fun on its own, there's really nothing like competition to get the juices flowing. Unlike 

most competitive RC events, rock climbing isn't all about speed; it's more about points and precision. In essence, here's 

how a rock crawling competition works: 

• You enter in either the "Super" or "2.2" class. (The Cliff Climber is 
considered a "2.2." Super trucks are much lorger.) 

• There are usually multiple courses that you compete on in a single day, 
and a cumulative point system is used. The fewer points you accumulate, 
the better. 

• Track boundaries don't really exist; you have to pass the truck success 
fully through checkpoint "gates" that are usually just wider than the width 
of the trucks. 

• You are given points (a bad thing) when you make contact with a gate, 
need to use reverse, flip the truck, or physically need to place it some 
where on the track. 

• Some competitions are timed, and you receive fewer points the quicker 
you make it through. Some simply have a time limit, and if you exceed it, 
you receive maximum points for the course. 

That's basically how it works. Get through the gates with as little help 
as possible, as quickly as possible. Crawling competitions are fun and """' 
have a more relaxed atmosphere than TC or I IS-scale races. They are 
the kind of competition you can enjoy a beer at. But don't get me wrong; 
rock crawling every bit as technical, expensive, and important as any 
other class in our hobby. For more info about competitive crawling, head 
over to www.usrcca.com and www.rccrow/er.com. 



Treat yourself or your favorite racer to the holiday's hottest gift - a FASST radio from 

Futaba, RIC's leader in 2.4GHz technology! 

Using FindFulaba.com, it's easy to locate a nearby dealer who has the system you 

need. And for a limited time, yoo can take home extra cash savings for yoorself ... 

or a merchandise certificate for future savings on products from the hobby's finest 

manufacturers. It's a great gift. too! 

Just make yoor purchase from a participating dealer between October 15 and 

December 31, 2008. You'll be the hit of the holidays! 

For more information or tile location 01 tile dealer nearest you, please visit 
WM¥.findMaba.com or call 1-800-682-8948 and mef11lon code number 83X. 

Limited time sailings - October J5 
through December 3J, 20081 

findfutalJa.cam malle5 holidav 5hopping a 5nap! 

--

www. 

FindFUtilbil � 
. ( o m  

Need directions to your nearest Futaba dealer? Just 
visit www.findfutaba.com. Enter your zip code for the 
locations, phone numbers and store hours of Futaba 
dealers in your area. Interactive maps show the best 
route to the best radios and accessories in RIC! 
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Catch winter's hoHest dea's on futaba 
2.4liHz fR5ST 5'1stems. 

4PK FASST 
• The premier "racer's radio,· 

with an eXcef}/iotIa/ly ergonomic 
design and depth of features 10 
make the winning difference/ 

6EX FASST WiD servos 
o EJlpand your crawler's capabilities 

with scale functions and more ­
the 6EX can handle II! 

I 
MERCHANDISE 
CERTIFICATE 
or $10 Gash Back 

0® 
MERCHANDISE 

CERTIFICATE 
or $5 Cash Back 

3PM FASST 
• DeliverS unprecedented 

lerets of control speed, 
strength and smoolfmess for 
OII·road and touring action. 

0® 
MERCHANDISE 
CERTIFICATE 

or $5 Cash Back 

0® 
\ .... - -: -

, -.� "\; I #.��f ': . . , 

MERCHANDISE 
CERTIFICATE 



PERFORMANCE TEST 
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fhe 1r0ll1 bumper is large and absorbs 

impacts well. This is fJ nice feature to 
have on large vehicles SllCh as the Sf. 

rile W(jHO SiJadJ IHe greal rhese 

rile Ba� Sf cames with the HPJ Fuelie 

841 WWW.RC41lCOM 

high·torque oN metal gear servo 

that is also water resistant. HPJ 

il1(JurJed sealed bearings 10 
keep servo petformonce fight. 

Smarffy thought OlIt dirt guards 

svrround the Sf chassis and engine. 

This protects the innards from too 
mrxh dirl geffing under the body OIld 

prolongs component life. 

The transmission is iii metd gear, 

but has a revised gear rotio to 

""'m the new style lrua nes and 

a little more speed and punch. 

Sealed bearings run thfOughout the 

moving parts. 



[!II SUSPENDED 

I 1INIMATION • 

The 5T rear shock 
lower is designed to 

increase rear suspension travel, 
and the shocks are robust with 
beefy shafts. Dual-rate springs 
work well ta absorb big impacts 
and control roll, and swaybars 
ore included. The driveshafts are 
huge and hove rubber booties to 
keep the pivots nice and clean 
and put the power to the ground. 

" After popping the hood and 
looking deeply into its bowels. I 

knew the Baja 5T would be different 
from other 1/5-sc:ales. II 

[!D NEWSHOES 

I The new Outlaw 
Truck Wheels 
and Desert Buster 

tires odd to the realism, but 
they olso odd 10 increased 
performance in 1 /5-scale 
off-roading. These new 
tire designs are a cosmic 
departure from typical 
I 15-scole tires. 

� ��� � MOJO 

• The 
HPI High-Flow muffler 
gives the Fuelie 26cc 
engine plenty of snap 
while keeping the 
sound in check . . .  0 
nice combination. 

� CHASSIS 
LAYOUT: 

THICKNESS: 

MATERIAL: 

4"", 

A1umm 

TANK CAPACITY: 750cc 

SUSPENSION 
TYPE: 4Wheellndependent 

TURNBUCKLES: Yes, ste� 

STEERING: Orog-lin� duol post steering design . . ... . . .. 
SWAYBARS (FIR), G� 1.92"", / BkId 3.01mm 

SHOCKS 
BODIES: ThreOOed !od1:ooted <*mrun bodies 

DAMPING (FIR): 4(),yt / 35wr (nole: Do not � �k�.
oi!! 

PISTONS (FIR), 1 1-hc1e/16lde 

BkKk (I"",) / B .. k (,"",,0) 

......... ORIVE TRAIN 
1WO;"!I..,.ed 

DIFFERENTIAL: 1 (Viscoos 1orQl!e Conllol) 

1,000 WI. 

Heovy duty steel dogbone 

TRANSMISSION: J.9eor all ste� construction, sealed bearings 
SPUR GEAR 

MATERIAL: Plastic (57 tooth) 
CLUTCH: Filer / bronze �nOO twa-shae Wkh 
BEARINGS: Metakdld 0011 beatgs 

GEARING 
," 

CLUTCH/SPUR: 1 7/57 
GUl IAII050 

PRlMARY: 3.35:1 

INTERNAL: 1.51:1 

FINAL: 8.44:1 

BO�Y. TIRES & WHEELS 
BODY: 

TIRES (FIR), 
DlAMETERI 

WIDTH (FIR), 
HEX SIZE: 

WHEELS: 

HPI Racing Baja 51 
HPI Rocilg OMt Bustet tires 

7.4 it x 2.4 it (190rrvn x 6Omm) / 
7.4 x 2.75 it ( 19Omm x 70rrvnl 

24mm 

HPI / OuIIow 'Old wheels 

DIMENSIONS 
WEIGHT: 

TRACK 

WIDTH (FIR), 
WHEELBASE: 

RlDE HEIGHT 

19 .... 1 oz. (1 .314gl 

17.5/17.75 . (444:5mm ( 4�0.85mml 

22.5 in. (571 .5mml 

3.5 in. (88.9mm) 
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PERFORMANCE TEST 

TESTING 
Testing was done at the base of the San Gabriel Mountains in Southern 

California . . . we needed some big open spaces to let the ST roost! This area 
is used for MX and ATV riding, so there were plenty of off-road obstacles 

and hills on which to run the Baja ST. The conditions varied from sand wash, 

to hard packed, to rocky, and it was very dry Gust like the open desert). It 

was slightly overcast and about 75 degrees-a good day for testing! 

ACCELERATION AND SPEED · For such 

a large vehide. the Baja 5T was quick and fuse 
The acceleration was impressive, bm changed a 

bit depending on ground surface. On pavement 

it was quick to grab traction, but on din it took a 

little bit to get going. This is typical of all off-road 

lIS-scales, and is juSt rhe nature of the beast . .  

now i f  a 4WD were (Q come om, that would be a 

different story. Regardless, rhe 5T is at the top of 

the food chain in lIS-scale acceleration. The speed 

of this desert truck is deceptively Em (the radar 
docked it at 43mph, bur it still had speed [Q go), 

and it was a blast [Q crack it open on large open 

stretches of fire-roads. We did a run with the Baja 

ST coming at us, and it seemed like it was moving 

slowly offin the distance. As it came up on us and 

over a small rise, it launched 20 feet, and I swear 

it felt like some guy on a CRF 450 had just Rown 

past us . .  it was remarkable. 

Rating: 9/10 

BRAKING · Off the top, I would like to see this 

or any liS-scale off-roader equipped with front 

brakes. but I realize that's COSt prohibitive, and the 

main reason large scale RCs come with rear brakes 

only. With that being said, the Baja ST (next to 

its daddy-the Baja SB) has the best rear brake 

in the business. lIS-scales are large and heavy, so 

it rakes a lot of power to Stop memo H PI did an 

excellent job of providing good, linear stopping­

power using vented steel rotors. During testing. 

the Baja 5T had excellent braking characteristics 

at all but ludicrous speeds. Typically. the rear end 

locked-up and just slid at speed. but again. this is 

the qatun: of heavy rear braking 2WD vehicles. 

So considering the confines. HPJ has the market 

co�red with. gtea( rear braking-very impressive 

considering truck. 

RatiDg: 9 

LOW-SPEED · I seriously doubt anyone 

will drive the 5T slowly, but if they do. 

they will experience mild manners. At 

walking speed the truck handles nimbly 

and reacts well to the terrain, but the 

suspension is set-up for higher speeds and 

causes the 5T to be a little bouncy. Really, 

though-have you ever seen a real desert 

truck going slow? It does the same thing! 

Turning the 5T at slow speeds is pretry nicc; 

it tracks well, but has a large turning radius. 

No worries though; if you want to rum it on 

a dime, just blip the throttle and tap me brakr 

while turning to make her pivot. All in all this 
machine is fun either slow or F.lSt. 
Rating: 9 

BlGR·SPEED HANDLING · Now, this 

is where the Baja 5T shines, and a couple of 

times I swore it looked like the real deal off in the 

distance! Honestly, I have no idea what HPI did 
to make the 5T handle so well (although 

the base of the 5T is derived from the 

Baja 58-how can you get much bener?), 

but if you thought the SB was great, JUSt 

wait until you crack open the ST! To me, 

the 5T is the most stable, well planted 

1/5-scale on the planer. Once this baby 

gets up 10 speed .. Iook out. It handles 

speed with ease, and is very controllable. 

A couple of times I hit a big rock, nor 

knowing it was there, and the ST was hardly 

f�d-it just plowed on, and kept going straight. 

Turning, jumping, and going through rutS were a 

blast with the ST. One thing you'll need to learn, 

howa'Cr. is throttle control, especially in dry 

conditions. The Baja 5T has a brute of an engine, 

and if you lay imo the thronle the n:ar end has a 

tmdcncy ro break loose and fishtail, 

,� ... - t' I wwiv.RC41I .COM 
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RTR GEAR 
RADIO: HM 1M If I 

RECEIVER: HPI RF-IO 3-dl(mnel (built in 
foikofel 

STEERING HM Ill·IOG1 
SERVO: 

THRO'M'LE HM II� 
SERVO: 

ENGINE: HPI fuelie 26« 

RECEIVER HM 30011mAh H;MH 
PACK: 

PIPE: HPI higMiow 

TEST GEAR 
87 Oetone, S3.09 c gclloo 

CONTACT 
HPl RACING: www.h�rocilg.«m 

ROUGR-TlUlCK RJlNDLING · This is the 

hrst lIS-scale I've driven where the suspension was 

totally dialed for off-road use. Reportedly HPI 

did some re-valve work on their liS-scale shocks 

and came up with a new design concept fOr the 

shock towers, but whatever the explanation, the 

Baja ST loves the rough stuff. I JX:rsonally feel mat 

the new style Desert Buster tires had a part in the 

handling as well, but for a I/S-sealt. (his thing is 

plush. You can drop it from four fttt up and it will 

not h<mom out. You can hit bumps and ruts at 

speed, and it will soak them up like a sponge. For 

a vehicle of this size to majestically gallop through 

rough terrain-even at speed-is impressive. Carl 

our photo guy even did some rock crawling with 

the 5T and it brutally dawrd its way up and over 

rnI negative I can say about the ST 



4WOl4WS/fPIARTR Rock Crawler 
.,...,.,,� 

"'Attractive, IuIy machined allmrun anti-slip bead-IoctI 'fttoeeIs give extra traction and Wl9rt kif dimbing 
.... Factory assembled geaf bow and chassis frame willi clear body 
..... Futt articulated 4.whee! steerilg (requires standard size, hi{;l-1Orque seMlS 
..... Accepts 540-siZil rnoto!S Of�tible brushless motors�21 
Length . . • • .  2225in (565rrwn) 
::; : : : : ��8��: l::: � l10 " 
""""" . .  15.55 0 ["""'I /J$!J!Jr.\r.lIn"f":Y.IO ' (i)� r�ediameter . .  6.7'1\ (17OnYn) , �uv\..:F:!) 
Weight " " . . 9.7Ibs (4.4Kg) 
(chassil eft\' ll'iltl wt.MIs & IiIes mounted) 
No. 145632 
Retail '599.99 

Fully machined aluminum 
gearboxes and axle tubes 
encsse 8 complete, ball 
bearing supported steel 
drive train for durability 
and longevity 
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PERFORMANCE TEST 

and [he fael that liS-scales arc 2WO. Still, the 5T 

is at [he tOP of the class. 

Rating: 8 

JUMPING · The 5T loved to jump. J'm as 

surprised as you arc about a liS-scale liking [Q 
jump. bm I felt like I was launching my FE600 

off a jump when I launched the Baja 5T. Yeah, it's 

big and heavy, but it had the weighty feel of a MX 
bike or quad. It felt very neutral in the air and was 
pretty compliant to driver input. In fact, there was 
a rwenry-fool lcdgc jump. with four feet of venical 

face (Q it. The Baja 5T roosted up the face and 

launched eight feel in the air to land up on the 

plateau . . .  it was a thing of beauty. I do recommend 

being careful of jumping because of the weight of 

the 5T you can't corm:1 the attitude if you come 

off the jump wrong. If you takc off and the nose 

is down it's landing that way. Some rimes the "rea] 
world" is brutal 

1IaIIag: 10 

,na:" HIli. 
1IUDI'I'EIUIfCE . I don', rhinIr you'D ha.. 
ro do a lor of maincenance CNl dx: ST, bur if you 

do, .<' . ... dw bud .. -to oa. The ST dwaia 
• baicaIIy . c:any _ Iium rbc HPJ Baja Sa. ., 

..... of,... wi! be familiar wi ... WGIdas ... ... 
The ,.... ,... .... .. -..dyodrll.. ID rbc 
..... .... ... ..u,. ...... ...... ... ....,, -
c:Iipa .. - The ....... . i . ... 
bab .... .. rbc apm _ .... if 

.......... firnber _ rbc  ...... ofrbc Baja 
.... _ ........... .. do,C· ' .. 

rbc ..... ....-.. .... I ... .... 

.. be .......... 
...... . 

and a wing bo[1 came of[ The left rear rim 

was di nged during our bash session, and me 

shock S(:ems 10 have leaked some oil. T here 

were some scr:llches. but that's it! Now ler me 

Iell you; \ve weren't kind to the Baja 5T. We 

blasred the thing offk-dges, jumped rhe heck 

Out of it, brutally ran it through rock gardens, 

and even did a little rock crawling, nor to 

mention Ihat Carl slammed jt into a square 

hillside at pert-ncar full speed, and ir kepr 

coming back for more. Heck, the body even 

looked good after many rolls. While: I'm 

thinking about the body, I should mention 

that it aas like an anti roll-over device. We 

probably crashed the 5T a dozen times and 

(he body let the 5T roll right back over on 

its whttl.s . . .  only rwice did the 5T wind up 

on its lid. Just like its tither the Baja 58, 

the 5T is one of the one tough vehicle. Just 

n:spcct it's �ight and you'U avoid breaking. 

Ilallag: I 

'!VIORO . As it is OUt of me box. it seems 
ro be pmty dialed. and nor much needs ro be 
done lOr ""'"'" Now dW ian', an I11kca1e 

bugy wirb _ ofauuns _ lor' ...... 
lie ....... auuns pr-hih_ ...."lUuad CNl 
rbc a. ID rbc ...Jm of ... oc:oIe wbidoo, 
I _  .. ...... .. rbc ..... & ... .... _ 
.... wida aD rbc ........ 1 em'< ... cIioIia& 
.... 1D,.... 1iJdaB. .....,. ......... _ ID 

wIride ..... . ac ., .. .... _ I  daiDk 
rbc ......... -.. ..... ...... ..... 
....... . 

SCORECARD 

10 INSTRUCTIONS 

10 PARTS QUALITY IFIT 

9 DURABILITY 

8 TUNABILITY 

9 OVERALL PERFORMANCE 

10 VALUE 

HITS 
• Just looking ot it gives you 'oisions 01 throwing rmjor rOMt! 

• One 01 the dl around oost l/5-scole oII"food vehicles ovoilable 

• Un�ie\'oble durability 

• Groot RTR pockoge for the prKe 

MISSES 
• I wish tile body (overed the wheeb 0 little more 

• The kill switch 000 on/off switch ore 0 little hard 10 !Kcess 

• Rear-end (on be lwitchy in desert type conditions 

MAIN COMPETITION 
HPI � 58, Durotrox rrehommer, FG leQlXlfd, WriDUS CIftse cknes 
ICompefD'J vehide 1, (OOlpetilg ve/JKIe 2, etc.] 

WHO IT'S F'DR 
Oesert trud. enthosiosts. boshel1, and onyone who loves pIoyiJg with 
large S(ole RCs 





BUILDING. INSTRUCTIONS. DR SETUP 
HPI has put out a serious RTR kit with the Baja ST. The instruction manual is perfect; it has all you need to understand what the 5T has, and how to put it 
together. The manual is the size of a magazine . . .  Iike Xtreme RC Cars for instance. HPI includes pre-mix for the gasoline, plus quality tools and fluids specific 
to the Baja 5T. Another striking item I didn't go into is the all metal gear steering servo with aluminum servo arm. It's impressive thai HPI went the extra yard 
and included a robust servo system thai is not only tough, but water resistant. All of this is indicative of what you'll find throughout the Baja 5T, and will instill 
confidence in the hat's off to HPI for like what I would I 

tq I W'IIW.RC41 1.COM 
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The HPI Fuelie 26cc engine is a 
wonderful thing. I love the fact 

that I can go to Chevron and fill up a 
gallon gas can and go run the 5T 
(even though gas is more than 3 bucks 
a gallon-it sure beats 25 bucks a 
gallon for nitro!). Since this is a gas 
powered two-cycle engine, there's 
not much needed to get it running; no 
break-in, no tuning, just use the pull 
starter and she fires to life . . .  easily! Hall 
a pull on the starter and the 5T was 
ready to go, and sat there idling until I 

was ready . . .  sweet. The Fuelie 26 has 
plenty of wheel spiruring power and 
enough horse power to scare you-it's 
pretty darn fast! 

PERFORMANCE INFO 

ACCELERATION 

CURVE 

.c Cl.. E 
6 
UJ 
UJ 
c.. 
C/) 

45 
40 
35 
30 
25 
20 
15 
10 7 5 
o 

0.0 

7 
I 

1 .0 

-;7 
/ 

2.0 

V 

3.0 4.0 
TIME,sec 

0·60 FT: 1.69 sec @ 34.2 mph 

TOP SPEED: 40.1 mph@201 ft. 

AVERAGE RUN TIME: 45 minutes 

'\. 

� �  

5.0 6.0 7.0 

BORE AND STROKE: 

DISPLACEMENT: 

1.3 il. x 1 . 1  in. (34nrn x 28mm) 

.28 in.l (4.66(c) 

Chevron 87 octone 

Redine 2-sIToke oil 

HPI Hig�low 

NGK CMR7H 

NEEDLE SETTINGS 
FUEL: 

AIR 

OPERATING TEMP: 

Foctory setting 

Foctory setting 

17�180°F 

TEST CONDITIONS 
WEATHER: Worm ond doooy . ... . . ... . ...... . . ..... ............ . ...... . . ..... . 
TEMP/HUMIDITY: 

BAROMETRIC 

PRESSURE: 

ALTITUDE: 

W F/ 51% 

29.97 in. 

852 ft. 

TRACK TYPE: Desert Hil� wirh U)((s 8. oouldffi 

HANDLING 
TURNING RADIUS: 

ON POWER: 

OFF POWER: 

BRAKING 
CONTROL: 

FADE: 

OVERALL: 

6 ft., 11 in. 

Slight Overlteer ............ , ..... , ..•... 
Neutml 

N.� 
Good 

Good 

- "-.:- :" 
- - --
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AOVERTISE�ENT 

HOPUPS FOR SLASH, STAMPEDE & RUSTLER 
YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR PERFORMANCE AFTERMARKET PARTS 

022780 

Ti-Nit/illl BilK W/IlRch Silt 
featuring quick releeee & adjustable torque handles 

C22779 QutckP1t 
Dual Hex Wrench 

7s1zes wI Case 

Output Torque 
Is Adjustablel 

022778 QutckP1t 
Hex Wrench 7e1zee Set 

V·Torque Dual Hex Wrench 7slzes wI Case 



AOVffiTISI:� r:::NT 

INTEGY EIIO-X CrawllJl ConvlJrsion 
tOI HPI WhlJlJl, King 

T8121 Alloy Crawler Con�rBlon Kit for Whooly King 8139.99 

COMPLETE AllOY CONVERSION KIT 
IORHlAIIXIO CRAWlER 

C22910 Complete Alloy Con�rBlon Kit for AXlO $239.99 



PERFORMANCE TEST 
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BIG BORE SHOCKS: L�ge Ixxe shocks are 

aU the roge r�hlllOw and the slxxks an 
the MBX6 are exc'PIio",I. 

MUD GUARDS: Gane are lire SlIper ghetto 
N/ made them out of lexan"" ook that we 

see on most kits. Molded plastic keeps the 

dirt of the rims. 

96 I WWW.RC41 l .COM 

SEALED RADIO BOX: rhe tw�sec1ian des�n 

keeps the battery sepaote (Tom the re<eiver 

and ./aws beff" w�hl distribution willr the 

heavier battery moved Iowtld the center. 

(ARBON fiBER SHOCK roWERS: Smaller (f 
lowers ole used in the front and feor of the caf 
fa furthel rerke weight. 



mlWElGHT 
I REDUCTION • 

As with all new 
buggies, one of the 

main gools of Ihe new cor was 
to get rid of weigl'll. Weight is 
the enemy in rocing and Mugen 
did a good job redudng and 
trimming but not sacrificing 
durability with the new M9X6. 

" Mugen did a good job reducing 
and trimming Dut not sacrificing 

durability with the new kit. 11 

m HlIPPY NEW GEAR • 

New kits ore using the I smaller drivetrain from 
truggies. This new gearing 

allows the weighl lo be reduced and the 
engine to be moved closer 10 center. The 
result is more aggressive hondling and a 
beller balanced car from left to right. 

om ALUMINUM PIVOT BALLS • 

I Among the hop-ups Ihol most 
Mugen drivers pul on their old kits 
were Ihe lightweight aluminum 

pivot balls Ihat come standard on the new kit. 
To build the suspension square you now insert 
a shim and lighten it down. A simple yet 
awesome idea! 

� CHASSIS 
LAYOUT: 

THICKNESS: 

S� doo'inurn wi1Il moom broces 
3.Omn 

MATERIAL: 70750klminum 

TANK CAPACITY: 125« 

SUSPENSION 
TYPE: 4·Wheel independent with odiuslob� upper link 

. ,  .. "" .. ". , . . , ..... . ... " .. ........... ..... .. .. 
TURNBUCKLES: Aluminum 

STEERING: 000 bell (ronks with ooik iI serw saver 

SWAYBARS (FIR), 1.4/3.0mm 

SHOCKS 
BODIES: 

DAMPING (FIR), 410wt /4IOwt. 

PISTONS (FIR), 1 .3Smn Ilfdel 
SPRINGS (FIR), 1.6"", 19.1111 / 1.6"", (l0 11n 

........... DRIVE TRAIN 
TYPE: 4WD shah drive 

DIFFERENTIAL: .Fklid Dompe� Gear (3) 

DIFF. FLUID, . . . 
S,OOOwt. / 1.000 ,,/1,000 �t .. 

AXLE TYPE: Universol axles 

TRANSMISSION: Single speed w/(enter diff 

SPUR GEAR 

MATERIAL: Steel 

CLUTCH: 

BEARINGS: 

31hoe okmilum with 1.0rrm {�� � 
Metokhiekled 

," 

CLUTCH/SPUR: 13(46 
GUI unos.: 

PRIMARY: 3.14 1 

INTERNAL: 3.38:1 

FINAL: 1 1 .98:1 

�.: .:!I!lkl;ijJ�fiNh�8H1 
BODY: Proiille Shih 

TIRES (FIR), ..... . _ .. -- .. -

DlAMFI'ER/ 
WIDTH: 

HEX SIZE: 

WHEE!.';, 

Proiille Crimeflghter M2 

4.7 iI. x 1 .6 iI. (l19Arrm x 42Arrml 

1 7mm 

Mugen white dish 

DIMENSIONS 
WEIGHT: 

TRACK 

WIDTH (FIR), 

WHEELBASE: 

RIDE HEIGHT 

I n.)0l. 13,311gl 

11.llm. 13091 

11.4 - 11.6 m. 1311-31!),ml 

O.6H1.75 in. (17·19mml 
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PERFORMANCE TEST 

TESTING 
Revelation Raceway just installed a new track layout and we were ready for 

testing, so it was a no-brainer. The problem with new tracks is they aren't 

broken in and they usually have less traction than normal. You also have to 

learn the layout. But that's what makes it fun. I was able to see how the car 

handled a variety of setups and how comfortable I felt on an unfamiliar track. 

A.CCELERATION AND SPEED · It's safe 

to say that the M BXG is way &Ster than the old 

car. Its hardcorc weight Joss program and revised 

gearing made the MBX6launch hard (almost tOO 

hard for the low traction) and it almost scares you 

with it's tenacity. I felt that the MBX6 preferred (0 

accelerate in bumpy conditions, as it seemed that 

with the smooth track and low grip the rear end 

wasn't as locked in. That's a great trait since most 

lIS-scale racers are pretty blown out. It did fed a 

linle loose on smooth surfaces, though, so I can't 

say it's perfect. Top speed was as apectcd (blistering 

fast) and the long Rrvelation back straight allowed 
me to discover what kind of rev the motor had The 

O.S. based Ninja motor liked to let it all hang OUI. 
RatIng: 9.5/10 

BIUlKING · Braking is one of those "lost am" or 

maybe "n(.'Ver had arts" that, the more I think about 

it, could be more important than throttle. Buggies 

allow you to adjust brake bias and feel but some­

times don't' work like they should. This is likely 

due more to user error than a design Raw, though . 

I did feel that the brakes on the MBX6 were a little 

grabby at first, but they never faded and I easily 

fixed the bias. Still, they were the most linear I've 

ever driven. 111c good thing about the brakes on 

the MBX6 was that they held on like you would 

if you were falling off a cliff and they sent the nose 

98 I WWW.RC41 l .COM 

down in a hurry. There was never any fading. 

Rat!ng:8.5 

LOW-SPEED · All the new generation of 

buggies arc super aggressive and the MBX6 

is no exa:ption. At low speeds the buggy 

srcemi and I didn't have to worry about 

push. Once I 6gum:l out that I had some 

drag brake in Ihr systrnl I carvai SOIm 
wickedly tight comers off'- and on-power 

in the slower S«tions. Occasionally me 

I'ClI' steppal QUI, but a counter RCa' and a 

throttle correction corrected the problem. 

RatlDg: 10 

HIGH-SPEED DIIDL11fO • The ri&br 

tire for the tcst: would ha\te been the sofia- AU. 
but I didn't haY< them so I can't ...ny r...It the 

car for being a link loose when I was flying 

through the track. If you are familiar with 

the old car it is going to rake some stick time 

(0 deal with this one. The new car carries � 
speed, accelerates harder, and jumps better than 
its predecessor, and that means mat the forgiving 

push at high speeds is gone-and thing might 

get a little hairy sometimes since the car likes 

(0 rum. I have seen drivers go too fast with the 

new cars and blow apexes and miss rums 
completely. If you want to go fast with the 

by going dow and sIowIy 

ruming up e heat. lfyou goout 1ilre you 

would wi the old car you're going to � 

RTR GEAR 
TIRES (FIR): �.u. Crime!ilhto, IM21 

RADIO: 

STEERlNG/ KO POI-1368. KOP30046. 
THRO'ITLE 5/S0 
SERVO: 

ENGINE: Ih!gen Ni� .21, 
MUGIX21801. $330 

PIPE: GRP EFRA 2053 Tuood p",. 
l05R2049. 5120 

BODY: �.une 5h�. 3289-l1li. 529 

RECEIVER Trinity 1 50Omok. TR120508. 
PACK: 520 

FUEL, Trility Plotinum 30%, 
Mll0030T. 516/9 .. ri 

CONTACT 
PRO-UNE RACING: www.pronrociY;l.(om 

www.ko�opo.(om KOPROPO: 

TRINITY: 

GRP: 

www.teomlrinity.(om ..... .. .... ,_ ..... 

, 
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PERFORMANCE TEST 

· a 
SCORECARD 

8 
9.5 
9 
9 

9.5 
8 

INSTRUCTIONS 

PARTS QUALITY/FIT 

DURABILITY 

TUNABILITY 

OVERALL PERFORMANCE 

VALUE 

HITS 
• Superb �I ond finish 
• InSllfle low end power 
• Fasler (orner speed 

MISSES 
• low end pi,lnch might be 100 aggressive for low traction 
• Battery box isn't UPo ready 

MAIN COMPETITION 
loom to; 8IG1l11.0. Kyosho MP'I, 0'1Ioo00l lOI8, nAY 808 

WHO IT'S FOR 
Bug!IV fIXer !hat wools ooe of !he (Nj's d !he cbs.s and it's best 
offerilg yet 



JSTPIug 

800. 705. 0620 

VEN..06S6 Venom Pro Charger 
With DC Power Supply 

VEN-D657 Venom Pro ChalJlfN 
r/ftith ACIOC Power Supply 

wwvv.. VENOM-GROUP. COM 



SETTING IT UP 
Many of the new kits we're getting are coming without much in the terms of testing in the US. So it's important if you buy any kit to regularly check the companies 
website to see if there is any new setup information. We used Scott Hughe's World's setup as a basic starting point and we've got the sheet here for you to use. 



The Mugen Ninja has changed over the years. Some may never know that the 

engine has gone through a few manufactures and the new OS base for the 

engine gives you much of the benefits of the Japanese power plant. It puts out 
good power, and it tunes like a dream. This one was harder to break in because 

of the colder temps, but once rwming it never had an issue. It ran at a cool 

220-degrees and never seemed to complain when it was a little lean or even a 

little rich. It's power delivery is pretty linear, but the aggressive clutch settings 
made it a little tricky when the traction fell of a cliff. 

POWER PUUIT DYNO P�ORMANCE 

�lF --n- --

- j ' - ! 
, - --t-

.i ....... �_ ..... . .. � ..... . .. ) ... 

.. � ._._.j ... ....... _ .... -'. " 'r- ... _ .... _._ ... - ......... _ ... _._._ ... _,._ .. _--

i .. � " ' -r 

.L .... 

POWER FACTOR: Our new roling is on overoge HP /10 rellding for two selected r� ronges. low-eld power foetor will be the 
overoge volues from 10,00()'20,000, 000 the top end power foetor will be hom 20,000 to 40,000 r�. 

PERFORMANCE INFO 

.r: 
Co 
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w 
w 
(L 
CI) 

50 

40 

30 

20 

10 / o 
0.0 

STAIJ(ER ATS 

1/ 
/ 

1 .0 

0-60 I'T: 2.08 sec@ 36.1 m� 

TOP SPEED: 46.7 mph@243ft. 

AVERAGE RUN TIME: 8 minutes 

--------

/ V 

2.0 3.0 4.0 
TIME,sec 

1"'-

� -

5.0 6.0 

ENGINR ,.,., Mcjl JX21MI . . .. . " .... 
BORE AND STROKE: 0.654 in. x 0.630 in. (l6.6mm 

x 16mm) 

DISPLACEMENT: 

FUEL: 

0.211 in.l (3.4ber) 

Trinity 30% 

PIPE: GRP 2053 

PLUG: Mugen 

PEAK X-DYNO HP*: .. 1.36 @ 28,8oo rpm . . . ... .  
PEAK X-DYNO TQ*: 

PEAK X-DYNO RPM: 

53.87 ol:in. @ 24,600 r� 

42,500 

AVERAGEHP: 

AVERAGETQ: 

POWER FACTOR 
LGW END (HPITO) , 

TOP END (HPITO), 

0.98 

29.23 0l:in. 

074/39.54 

122/38.91 

CORRECTION FAcrOR: 1 .041 

NEEDLE SETTINGS 
HIGH: 2 3/4 out 

LOW: 3 1/2 0ul 

MID: Flush 

OPERATING TEMP: 230-250'F 

TEST CONDITIONS 
WEATHER: 

TEMP/HUMIDITY: 

BAROMETRIC 

PRESSURE: 

Sunny 

W F/23% 

29.97 in. 

ALTITUDE: 652 ft. 
TRACK TYPE: low 10 medium grip 

HANDLING 
TURNING RADIUS: 4 ft. 2 in. 

ON POWER: St�hl oversteer . ... ...... .... ... 
OFF POWER: St�hl oversteer 

BRAKING 
CONTROL: 

FADE: 

OVERALL: 

Good 

Good 
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OVERFLOW: 150cc Ivei lDnl has an integrated overflow 

drain the bottom 01 the clrassis . 

108 1 WWI'I.RC41 1 .COM 

COVERED UP: 8igixx. TNf shocks I"hlre IIJbber boofS 

to shaft and seols. 

adjUltmeot is 50 simple, you WOIIIkr v.IJy no 

one tbooght 01 the bel", •. 

FREQUENCY 5PACE: 

Receiver and battery {K1(k 

boxes have lots of room 

for electronics, 



[!II TOUGH DIFFS • 

I The SOl xl's front and 
rear diff casing is nice 
and lough. Spirokul 

sealed differentials ride on boll 
bearings inside the cases, which 
are nol only held together with 
screws but also with a beefy 
metal collar that surrounds the 
output shaft. Steel autdrive cups 
transmit power to the wheels vic 
rebuildable universal driveshofts. 

" .. .if Tamiya's aim was to enter the 
Truggy market with a winning II 

nne, they hit the target . . .  

�I ��: � the mOln 
design 

features of the 801 xl 
is efficiency, and this is 
shown by the straight 
inline driveshoft 
position. Keeping the 
drive straight allows 
for as little resistance 
as possible. A pair of 
drilled steel broke discs 
borders the hardened 
steel center differential. m LONG REACH · The suspension found on the 801 xl is up to par with 

I what you'd expect from the TRF factory. Huge 15mm big-bore threaded 
and anodized 
aluminum bodied ��I " 

shocks border the four long­
reach suspension arms. 
Heavy duty turnbuckles and 
ball ends allow for trackside 
tuning, and swaybars (front 
and rear} come standard. 
The thick 5mm anodized 
aluminum shock towers 
feature the usual multiple 
mounting paints. 

� CHASSIS 
LAYOUT: 

THICKNESS: 

KKl:� dmsis "" ""� brod"l 
3mm 

MATERIAL: 7071 OK 0""" 

TANK CAPACITY: 15()(c 

SUSPENSION 
TYPE: 4·Wheel lndependent 

TURNBUCKLES: Yes 
duol belkrook, center �uminum link 

SWAYBARS (FIR), 1.3mm / 1.1mm 

SHOCKS 
BODIES: 15mm otKXized OIOOlIun 

DAMPING (FIR), 1400 I 1400 

PISTONS (FIR), YI 16M.i 

SPRINGS (FIR), YI1i' /wIite 

.---... DRIVE TRAIN 
TYPE: 

DIFFERENTIAL: 

DIFF. FLUID: 

AXLE TYPE: 

TRANSMISSION: 

SPUR GEAR 
MATERIAL: 

CLUTCH: 

BEARINGS: 

CLUTCH/SPUR: 
GUI U1lO5: 

PRIMARY: 

INTERNAL: 

FINAL: 

BODY: 

TIRES (FIR), _ ... - _ .. -- -- -

DlAMFI'ER/ 
WIDTH: 

HEX SIZE: 

WHEE!.';, 

4WD nille (entlll" shaft 

3 (spirokUI �eors) 
100/10k/iOk 

. . . 

Universol ckiveshofts 

ImgOipeed 

I •• 
3 .... 

Metokhiekled 

," 
13/50 

3.84 1  

4.3:1 

16.14:1 

Tomito 8Dlxt 

Not irxklded 

Nil 
17mm 

Notincbied 

DIMENSIONS 
WEIGHT: 

TRACK 

Y'l"'l1l \�/R)' 

WHEELBASE: 

9 Ibs., 1 D.4 ol.(4,377g} (ilcktdes running gear) 

16.13 / 16.13 •. 
1410 I.

4.10!",:i 

14.56 in. (370mm)) 

RIDE HEIGHT 1.45 rn. (37mm) 
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PERFORMANCE TEST 

TESTING 

no I �1 1 .(1lM 
• 

RADIO: 

RECEIVER: 

- . . .. . 
STEERING 
SERVO: 

'I'HRO'ITLE 
SERVO: 

ENGINE: 

RECEIVER 
PACK: 

PIPE: 

NTACT 

s,.klrum SR301lll, 
ISR3000, S90 

Hite< H5-595516, 

S160 

H�e< H5-595516, 

S160 

Toiity IB """" 1,"01 
u-le<h,21, lR14111164, S430 

lirity 1 SOIImlh .... I'Xk, 
TR120S01, S24 

O'Doonen 30% IVlft, 
IOIIIIP3330, S T 0 

Trini� 2057 Ex-TecM pipe, 
TR14006S, S T13 

TAMIYA AMERICA: WIIo'W.torTVrouso.<om 

WI/iW,hitE(rcd.(Om HITEC RCD: 

JR RADIOS . (Disl by Horizon Hobby). 
O'DONNELL 
(lMt by Gr ... l Plan��.: 
PRo�LiNE RACING: ... ... . .... . .. 

www.jrrodios.£lxn 

WWW.oOOMe._�.(� 
.www:���r�.(� .. 
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REAlJ'I'-TO-RlJN I HKTRIC POWERED I 4WD I 1/105Cll£ 
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Based on the always-tough E'O chassis. the Bromo '0815 ready for some serious offrood action! It's 

made to be tough and " kas full-time 4WD for maximum tnxtion, long anns and shocks for grecJtN 

handling. plus a sweet buggy body and a massMt rear wing for coal custom looks. With a sealed shaft 
driYetraln and pinion/spuI' combo, you won'1 nave to deal wTth rocks or anything � getting stuck 
and slowing you ct-\! You can keep 1M '-"mer ct-\ and pgwet'" out of any trouble you might get 

yourseN into. The spliced tira and front and ..- _1_ shot;ks wiD lust keep going and going. 

biting and dawing thrvugh dirt, glllS$ or mud! Completely �iIt and painted, the Bromo 108 is 
fitted wfth reliable HPI nJdia gear and a pawerlul motor to get you up to speed in a hurry. JU$f pap 
some AA batteries In the transmitter and you'll be getting airborne and dlrty In na tlmelThe • 

Brama 108 Is the easiest and friendliest way to get offraod, plus it's super tough. making " the 
perlect choke for anyone who lust wants to get dlrty _ fast! 

Includes transm�r, 
battery, built chassb and 
pointed body-ail at 
_ ....,..,. low prkel 

• 

• 

I 

! 
i 
! 

*lI1tlm ____ lt __ 
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PERFORMANCE TEST 

JUMPING · It crossed my mind during 

building that the kit-spec shock oil might be [00 

thin, which can be an advantage on rough terrain 

bur bad for jumping, or morc specifically for 

landings. I was wrong though, as the 80hr could 

jump at will with the best of them. The engine 

is positioned slightly aft of the centerline of rhe 

long wheelbase chassis, so in the air the truggy 

was highly receptive to throttle or brake inpms 

as I tried to control the angle of descent. I felt 

very comfortable and confident attacking jumps 

because of this, and it made for faster lines and 

excellent jumping ability. 

Rating: 10 

WREHCHIHG 
MAINTENANCE · The best part about big 

I IS-scale vehicles is all the room you get [Q work 

on them. Hex hardware is used [hroughom rhe 

80lxt's chassis, and there are no e-dips. You can 

remove the engine via its multi-piece mount 

without disturbing the clutchbdl mesh, which 

I think should be standard on anything nitro­

powered. There's nothing really unusual about 

working on the 80ht until you get to the front 

and rear differentials. It took a lot of bench work 

to pull the diffs out, since the main diff case is 

sandwiched between bulkhead parts, and I then 

had to remove the shock tower, the cast ring, etc. 

Though this makes the drivetrain bulletproof, the 

negative effect is more wrenching. 

Rating: 8 

WEAR. AND TEAR ·  I've been running 

off-road once a week lately, so my jumping skills 

have improved-but that's I/IO-scale electric, 

and going airborne with an I/S-scale is totally 

differem. I did tank a few landings, but no 

parts broke and there were no signs of unusual 

wear. The standard rubber shock boots kept my 

dampers nice and grime-free, and the cast rings 

holding the djff case together did well not only 

with keeping the djff in place, but with firmly 

holding the case halves together to keep dirt 

from getting into the casco 

IIating: 9 

, . 
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TUNING • As is true with any competition­

level chassis, the 80 Ixt features the standard 

assortment of tuning features: turnbuckle 

links for camber, multiple upper link 

positions, lower molded hinge pin inserts 

to adjust toe, multiple shock mounting 

points on bOlh the shock towers and the 

suspension arms, ackerman, preload, 

etc. One innovative tuning feature is 

the turnbuckle equipped, single-link 

brake bias adjuster. Tamiya also includes 

front and rear swaybars in the box, and 

optional swaybars, shock springs, and 

lightweight gears arc already offered. You 

can even get a lightweight milled chassis 

plate and aluminum chassis braces. 

RaliDg: 9 

COHCLUSlDH 
\'<'hen Tamiya went for the touring car racing 

crowd, their 414x paved the way for their 

race-winning 4 1 5  series-and ifTamiya's 

aim was to emer the truggy market with 

a capable, race-winning ride, they hit the 

target. Sometimes it's good to be late to the 

parry-see what works, what doesn't. what can 

be improved-then come out with all those 

ideas. The 80 I xt is a nicely refined truggy that 

definitely has what it takes to win its share of 

uophies and crowns. It's still relatively new, bur 

I'd be willing to bet a few bucks that with 

Tamiya's TRF program behind it, the 

80 lx{ will capture some big-name races 

in the near future. 0 

SCORECARD 

9 INSTRUCTIONS 

10 PARTS QUALITY IFIT 

9 DURABILITY 

9 TUNABILITY 

9.5 OVERALL PERFORMANCE 

9 VALUE 

HITS 
• NKe chassis bolofl(e 

• (om[K!�live price 

• Innow�ve feolUres 

MISSES 
• No fasl woy to gelID diffs 

• Con il survive 00 olreody (rowood makel? 

MAIN COMPETITION 
AssoI:ioted Re8T, 1.051 81GHH .IotMlII X2 

WHO IT'S FOR 
Iorniya fons who hove 00 III�est II 1/8 Tluggy ocIiln 



FASKOLOR 
4CHALLENGE 

PARMA/PSE's fi rst conlest with CFXPainlWorks.com was a great 
success! We asked for participants. then chose 6 painters of various 
experience levels to select a PARMAIPSE body to use on one of their 
RC vehicles. Each contestalll also chose a list of supplies from our 
online catalog, including masking materials, paint and detai ling 
items. The challenge was to use these supplies and show everyone 
how it's done. Photos were taken alorlg the way and the results 
speak for themselves. Great job guys, everyone was a winner! 



TAMIYA RACING TRUCKS 
As one of the maimtay companies in the industry, Tomiya's been dabbling in racing trucks for quite awhile now. However, before the obviously competition-only 
801 xl was released, their trucks could be sorto-race, sarto-not. let's take a look at a few of their previous offerings: 

BLACKFOOT - Based on the Frog platform, the Blackfoot was 80s cool, and people raced these 2WD trucks everywhere there was a dirt track set up. 
wanted one when I was a kid, but I got a Hornet instead. 

TWIN DETONATOR - The Twin Detonator was the poor man's Clodbuster, as it still had 4WD and twin motors. Then again, that's all it shared with it's 
legendary older brother, but the Twin Detonator did kick some crazy rooster tails with every trigger pull. 

TOYOTA PRERUNNER - Stadium trucks are new? Not really-Tamiya's Prerunner gave you a choice of Toyota, Ford, or Chevy bodies on a TA-02 platform, 
and looked real. Sound familiar? Just a decade or so too early . .  

TXT-l - Equipped with a 4-link suspension, massive tires, dual motors and eight giant shocks, the TXT-1 was basically a super upgraded Juggernaut 2 ,  and 
Tamiya's baddest factory monster truck bearing the two star logo. 

TNX S.2R - Throw big-block nitro power into a monster truck chassis designed to hit the track and you've got some fun waiting for you. The on-board starter 
made life easier for me when I tested her in issue #1 36. 

NITRAGE - Wort ran this in # 1 4 1 ,  and we thought this had something to do with Tamiya and truggies, as it had a truggy layout but with some extra "features" 
that made it unconventional, like the dogbane clutch bell thingy-which we sill don't quite understand. 



POWERPLANT INFO 

It'S not unusual to see a .21  in place of a .28 in a truggy; the mileage 

and comparable useable power is very close. Since I had great 

results from the Ex-Tech .21  last month, I decided to try it out in a larger 

machine to see what it could do with the added heft. I felt no difference in 

acceleration and speed-I actually turned down the throttle response to 

have a little more control on the low end. The Ex-Tech stayed at a steady 

220 degrees throughout testing and the photo shoot, and the power was 

at my fingertips. I hope no one in the office snags this engine from me. 

X-DYNO 

DATA POWER PUUIT DYNO PIDrrORMANCE 

Corr Olin, Corr HP va RPM ,oo • .•• ••. ••.••• .,. ••.•••••••.••••• ,. •••••••••.•• • . ....... _ .... ,_ ...• _ .. .... -r ..... . . .... , 

, .. . .. r' . ... .... + 

i ....... + ... 

.. .... ....... .;. .............. + 
I 

POWER FACTOR: Our new roting is on overoge HP /TO reoding for two selected r� ronges. low�d power foetor will be the 
ovemge volues from 10,000-20,000, mid the top end power foetor will be hom 20,000 to 40,000 r�. 

PERFORMANCE INFO 

ACCELERATION 

CURVE 

.J:: 
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STAl.KERA.rs 

/ / 

/ 1/ 
/ 

1 .0  

0·60 FT: 1.87 sec@ 32.6 mph 
TOP SPEED: 38.9 mph @ 145 1t. 
AVERAGE RUN TIME: 5 minutes 

� 

2.0 3.0 4.0 

TIME,sec 

-- "'1'-' 
5.0 6.0 

ENGINE DATA 
ENGINE: 

BORE AND STROKE: 

DISPLACEMENT: 

Trinity Ex·Te<h EB MOOs .21 
Roce Prepped 

0.643 in. x O.656 in. 
(l6.22mm x 16.8mml 

0.21 in.l (3.49ccj 

FUEL Trinity 30% ................ ....... ........ ........................... 
IPE: Ex·Te<h 2057 

PLUG, 1R140l10 

PEAK X-DYNO HP*: 

PEAK X-DYNO TQ*: 

PEAK X-DYNO RPM: 

AVERAGEHP: 

AVERAGETQ: 

POWER FACTOR 
LOW END (HPITQ) , 

TOP END (HPITQ), 

1.38@ 24,759 qlffi 

56.99 oz.·in. @ 23,750 rpm . , .. . 
40,500 

0.93 hp 

37.86 oz-in. 

0.77 / 41 .85 ... .." . .  
1 .08 / 34.12 

CORRECTION FACTOR: 1.078 if 
'il l"I<I'I'IlerI((tW (<<r� � 

NEEDLE SETTINGS 
:9 

HIGH: 

LOW: 

MID: 

OPERATING TEMP: 

TEST CONDITIONS 
WEATHER: 

TEMP/HUMIDITY: 

BAROMETRIC 

PRESSURE: 

ALTITUDE: 

TRACK TYPE: 

HANDLING 
TURNING RADIUS: 

ON POWER: 

OFF POWER: 

BRAKING 
CONTROL: 

FADE: 

OVERALL: 

Frush 

lh-llJrn in from flush 

NA 

190-230-degrees F 

Ho' 

95" F/35% 

30.03 in 

652 h. 
Slightly-po(k.ed dirt 

5 1t., 1 1  in. 

Neutml 

Slight understeer 

No� 

Ex(�lent 

Ex(�lent 

JANUARY 2009 I 1 1 5  
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PERFORMANCE TEST 





EXOTIC METALS: Ali ioul come" leolute 
#fanium turnbuckles (01 even more weight loss. 

QUICK REUASE: /he lue/ mnl is held in wilh 
two 

120 I WWI'/,RC41 HOM 

BELL CRANK STEERING: A wi, 
in a�ustable seND stNef with three 

Ad:erman locations allow {OI expIKit 

steering adjustment. 

SEALED RADIO BOX: There', 

plenty of room (Of either styfe receive! 
boffery and a standord receiver. 

Ofe a low 4.30: I, which allows fOf very 

impressive oaeleration. 



[!II ALLTHllT 
I CARBON · Carbon 

fiber is a rare sight 
on most 1 /8 buggy/ 

!ru99Y platforms, yet the ReST 
is different. The fronl and rear 
shock lowers are constructed 
from .4mm thick woven carbon 
fiber, which yields a high 
strength 10 weight ratio, and the 
corbon fiber rodio troy has a 
built in transponder mount. 

" ... the ac:c:eleration is ballistic: and 
the top end seems endless ... Dr:1 BIG BORES · 

I The healthy sized 
big bore shocks 
with their inner 

diameter of 1 6mm are eye 
catching. The bodies ore hard 
cooled and threaded with a 
threaded collar for on-the-go 
preload adjustments. You'll 
olso notice the dust boots 
surrounding the 4mm gold 
cooted shock shafts, which aid 
in the buHer smooth suspension. II SAFE RING · 

I From the outboard 
CV-style driveshafts 
10 the two center 

driveshofts, all feature a snap­
on ring. This ring adds extra 
holding power to the driveshaft 
joint pins, which are already 
held in place by setscrews. 
Little features like this may seem 
trivial but odd greatly to the 
truck's overoll durability. 

� CHASSIS 
LAYOUT: 

THICKNESS: 

MATERIAL: 

Sige ded with hont, (enle�.�
oo reor broce 

4 "", 

TANK CAPACITY: 150(( 

SUSPENSION 
TYPE: 4·Wheel independent 

TURNBUCKLES: Trtonium 

STEERING: O� bell (ronk 

SWAYBARS (FIR): 2.Srrm SiNer / 2.8mm Gold 

SHOCKS 
BODIES: 

DAMPINC (FIR), 10Wl. / IO Wl. 

PISTONS (FIR): 1 .6rrm / l .6rrm 

SPRINCS (FIR), SW. I.l lb/SiIv.3.3b 

......... ORIVE TRAIN 
TYPE: 4WO%ft 

DIFFERENTIAL: Geor (3) 
DIFF. FLUID 
(�/C/�) .7.0l1li �: / 7.1III0 �I ( 7,0l1li .. "1 

AXLE TYPE: (V,'" 

TRANSMISSION: Direct center, rillgjbevel hont 000 rear. 

SPUR GEAR 
MATERIAL: I .. 
CLUTCH: Akimm 3m w/l .OnJn Sjrilgs 
BEARINGS: MetoklMled 

GEARING ," 
CLUTCH/SPUR: 14/14 

_ lAnos, 

PRlMARY: 3.81:1 

INTERNAL: 4.30:1 

FINAL: 16.1:1 

[:.:: ':ililkl;irJtfiQ,h�;t. 
BODY: RC8T 

TIRES (FIR), H/A 
DlAMETERI 
WIDTH: H/A 

HEX SIZE: 1 7mm 

WHEE!.'; , Teml AssoOOted 

DIMENSIONS 
WEIGHT: 

TRACK 
WIDTH (FIR): 

WHEELBASE: 

RIDE HEIGHT 

Us" I0 01. 13,912gl 

16.49 in. (419nvnJ 

1 4.76 in. (37SmmJ 

3.25 in. (82.SSmm) 
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PERFORMANCE TEST 

TESTING 
Since the Re8T is nothing but a race rig. what better place to hit up for 

testing than Revelation Raceway in Montclair, California? Its wide open 

straights, slow speed technical sections, and enormous jumps make it the 

perfect test pad for any 118 scale off road vehicle. 

A.CCELERATION AND SPEED · I've been 

driving 118 truggy for few years now and I've 

grown accustomed to all its characteristics. These 

characteristics have been thrown out the doof 

with the ReST Pairing a 16.5: 1 final gear mio 

and the LRP ZR .21X together is like having 

the tag team duo of Batman and Robin fighting 

crime: no mercy and the opposition is going to 

lose. The acceleration is ballistic and the (Op end 

seems endless. 

Rating: 10110 

BIUlKING • The braking system is pretty much 

standard with the independent front and rear 

brake bias. What separates it from the rcst of the 

group is that the bias adjustments are right next 

(Q each ocher on top of the center diff rather than 

one on top of the ocher. During the extended 

testing, the RCST's free Roating brake design 

offered more than enough braking power, and 

oil up from allowed more weight to be 

transferred to the front wheels. This 

produced more low speed steering. 

Rating: 8 

mGH-SPEED HANDLING · Th,nb 

(0 the large track design, I was easily able 

(0 stretch rhe legs out on this rig. It was 

very impressive to say the least. The LRP 

engine has gm some serious (Op end and 

me RCST felt comfortable at those speeds. 

At high speeds rhe truck tracked straight 

and seemed (0 soak up any imperfections on 

me rrack. Though the adjustments I made 

in order (Q get more low speed handling our of 

the truck affccu.'d the high speed handling just 

a small amount, it was not enough to throw 

things completely off. 

Rating: 9 

never once did I experience any son of brake ROUGH·TRACK HANDLING · Truggies 

fade. Also. the rear end stayed in line with the rest seem (Q have the uncanny ability to soak up 

of the chassis when I hit the brake hard. the rough stuff. Granted, Revelation Raceway 

Rating: 9 isn't exactly known as a " rough track" since ie's 

constantly groomed. With that said, there's srill 

LOW·SPEED HANDLING · Truggies aren't going (Q be that one section that seems 

exactly known for quick movements through (Q upset JUSt about any chassis. I made 

tight sections on a track. At testing time, track a nme (Q steer RCST into this section 

conditions were a bit on the loose side, which 

caused the ReST to push quite a bit off power, 

making it a challenge (0 drive. To help counteract 

this I moved the Tear camber link to the A-hole, 

went to 5k oil in the rear diff, and put 45 wt 
oil in the front shocks. This made a noticeable 

difference in the low speed sections. The lighter 

122 1 WWW.RC411COM 

and never once did I feel let down. I'm 

sure rhe big bore shocks have quite a bit 

of influence on the RCST's rough rrack 

abilities. Not only did it carry its speed 

through the rough stuff, it also wanted to 

accelerate through it. 

Rallng: 10 

TEST GEAR 
RADIO: F ... 3P11. FUm. S280 

RECEIVER: FulOOo 3(H HRS 75MHz, 

FUl10344. S100 

STEERING Teom Associoted XP 051313, 
SERVO: S90 

'I'HRO'ITLE Teom AssIxioted XP 051313, 
SERVO: S90 

ENGINE: lIP IR .21X. I\URP32110. 

$400 

RECEIVER Team Orioo �rothoo 
PACK: 1600m1h. ORI12217. S30 

PIPE: Teom Associoted EFRA 2035, � 1\(89175. SIO 

FUEL: 8yroo GeI1 2 Pro Driver 30%, 

8YR3130182. S30 

CONTACT 
TEAM ASSOCIATED: WNW.r{10.{om 

TEAM ORlON: WNW.leomorion.com 

PRO-IJNE RACING: WNW.lJOtrJer�.com 

FUTABA 
www.futolxHuom 

PAINT BY CFX: www.thpoinnOOps.<om 
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PERFORMANCE TEST 

JUMPING · I think onc of the strongest 

amibutes to the ReST is its ability [0 be a rock 

steady Ayer. No maner how off kilter I was 

coming up to a jump. everything seemed to 

JUSt level om, making it easier to serup for (he 

nansirion. Once in a while I might have uied 

to throw the truck too much out of whack, but 

reeling it back in with a little bit of brake and(or) 

thronle corrected everything. I don't think I 

heard a harsh bottom out even once, no maner 

how hard 1 Rat landed. The suspension design 

works very well. 

Rating: 10 

MAINTENAlfCE • Everything is easily 

accessible and easy to remov('. For example, 

the fud tank is hdd in via two body dips and 

the radio tray comes out with just nine small 

screws. Another nice karute to the ReST is its 

engine mount: you can �move the engine with 

our affecting the gear mesh. However, the six 
countersunk chassis screws holding the mount in 

place seem a little excessive. Fot the most part it's 

an easy uuck to work on, and you might be more 

inclined to going through it more often and catch 

anything that might become a future problem. 

Ratblg: • 

WEaR DD TE&B. • Nothing in !enDS 
of wnr and tear stood out during testing. 

If anything. the front and rear suspension 

blodu: made me a little hesitant. I did notice 

TUNING · Because of the ReST's simple 

design, everything is easily adjustable. The big 

question: Is the factory setup a good staning 

point? Yes. It's a good starting point for just 

about any nack conditions; however, it 

might seem a bit on the different side based 

on the 7k diff oil being used from tip to 

rail. I did make adjustments to the factory 

setup based on my driving style and the 

track conditions, but that's the norm for 

just about any vehicle. 

Ratlllg: 9 

CDHCLUsm 
These days it's easy to get confused when 

you walk into your local hobby shop 

looking for a new truck to buy. There 

art many options. almost too many, For 

the most pan. Team Associated is still 

fairly �t behind the cars when it comes 

to the 1/8 scale tcuggy marht. since this is 

their first trum. What helps scparale them 

from the rat of the market is their constant 

exploration into the realm of testing. The 
RCBT is no aception. It would be nice to 

see some nicer suspension blocks and a few 
more tuning option parts included in the kit. 

but in the end. you get a truggy with ballistic 

acceleration. tremendous rough track handling 

abilities. sturdy design. and carbon fiber trinkets 

as �U! The RCBT is a good choice when it 

comes to your next 1/8 uuggy. 0 

SCORECARD 

10 INSTRUCTIONS 

9 PARTS QUALITY IFIT 

9 DURABILITY 

9 TUNABILITY 

9 OVERALL PERFORMANCE 

9 VALUE 

HITS 
• Great ports support 
• Very easy tnKk to work 00 

• Rough track hond�rl9 ability 
• Internol geer rotio makes for a very Qukk acceleration 
• Dioled brake des�n 

MISSES 
• Suspension pates ore a bit fragile 
• Six S(fews to hold the engine mount seems to be a bit me� 

MAIN COMPETITION 
lDsi B�hl T, KjOSho STiR, �MBXST 

WHO IT'S FOR 
Experienced row ItJoW;j to go lost 



JACO RaCing Prod Ucts, Inc. 

SPECIALLY DESIGNED FOR THE HIGH SPEED 
DEMANDS OF BRUSH LESS & NITRO VEHICLES. 

600 Shenandoah A ve . • Elkto n, VA 22827 , 

J::'E'..q 7"lJ. ; . �o"" Vibration �E'S: 
3 . 

S
uperIor tract 

at hIgh speeds 
· ty/lsh IOn on . q t and rug pavement · ong I ged 10 5 Li h 

astmg� Sette W Profife "P · 9 tw r w; r,sm" 
6. Gu 

eIght t'''e/lNh 
ear than 

III wheel. aranteed to eel combo 
Qst rubber t'  stay glued to th 

means qUIcker 
Ires

. e wheel acceferati · · ·no matt On. . e,. how f 
. 

ast You go. 

Tel: 154m 298.0 446 • Fax' 154 . 0) 298.7504 

JATQ Rear Nitro S""",-Nitro Rust) Rear 
Ni tro c;:" __ , er Rear VJJUrt Rear 

RustJerNxL R S� ear eNXL Rear 

WWw ' .j8Coracing .net 
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1 'JI' Then you hear the name LRP, you may think first of electric accessories such as V V speed controls and motors. What most people seem to forget is that LRP also 

designs and produces nitro engines as well. With that said, the engine of choice for 

the ReST is the new LRP ZR .21X. Since I'd never had the chance to drive a vehicle with 

an LRP engine, I was somewhat excited to check it out. Right from the get go, there 

was more than enough torque, even with a smaller carburetor restrictor in place. The 

power band produced was smooth, predictable, and linear. What was most exciting 

was the ballistic top end power, which seemed to just keep climbing and climbing. 

Also, tuning was a breeze and there was plenty of power being produced with temps 

in the 210-230 degree range. Overall, I would have to say this a solid engine. 

X-DYNO 

DATA POWER PUUIT DYNO PIDrrORMANCE 

�, 

,., 

., 

., 

, L-__ �� ____ � ______ � ____________ � ____ � ____ � ____ � 
- - -

POWER FACTOR: Our new roting is on overoge HP /10 reoding for two selected r� ronges. low-eld power foetor will be the 

overoge volues from 10,00().25,000, 000 the top end power foetor will be hom 25,000 to 40,000 r�. 

PERFORMANCE INFO 

ACCELERATION 
CURVE 

.r= 
Co 

E 
0 
UJ 
UJ 
a.. 
(/) 

50 

40 

30 

20 

10 

o 
0.0 

/ 

0·60 FT: 1.44 sec. @ 36.4mph 

TOP SPEED: 44.7 mph @ 233 ft. 

AVERAGE RUN TIME: 6 minutes 

'\ 
V \ 

1 .0  2.0 3.0 4.0 

TIME,sec 

\ 

-- "1' 
5.0 6.0 

ENGINE DATA 
ENGINE: 

BORE AND STROKE: 

DISPLACEMENT: 

FUEL: 

PIPE: 

PLUG: 

PEAK X-DYNO HP*: 

PEAK X-DYNO TQ*: 

PEAK X-DYNO RPM: 

AVERAGEHP: 

AVERAGETQ: 

POWER FACTOR 
LOW END (HPITQ) , 

TOP END (HPITQ), 

lRPIR.2IX 

0.640 in x 0.661 in (16.26mm 

x 16.80mm) 

0.211 in.l (3.49ccj 

Byron Gen2 30% 

Teom kisocioted 

lRP P4 

186 
,
hp@ 22,25

,
0 

82.18 oZ.-in. @ 23,250 

43,000 

1 . 13  

47.39 0z-in. 

58.77 I 107 

37.07 / 1 .19 

CORRECTION FACTOR: 1.047 

NEEDLE SETTINGS 
HIGH: 

LOW: 

MID: 

OPERATING TEMP: 

TEST CONDITIONS 
WEATHER: 

TEMP/HUMIDITY: 

BAROMETRIC 
PRESSURE: 

ALTITUDE: 

TRACK TYPE: 

HANDLING 
TURNING RADIUS: 

ON POWER: 

OFF POWER: 

BRAKING 
CONTROL: 

FADE: 

OVERALL: 

3 l/lH\Jms oot 

5 1/4-llJms oot 

NA 

21�230°F 

Sunn� 

82° � / 29% 

29.92 in. 

652 ft. 

Hmd pocked 

5 ft., 6 in. 

Slight uOOersteer 

Neutml 

Slight
, 

5.Jfisfo:tllrf 
, 

Good 







We all altered lhe angle of the front shO(ks b), monng the 

lower shO(k mounling point to rile OIIter hole. The 51ash 

is a rolling monsler OIIt 01 the box (as in thassis ral!), 
and altering the front sho<k angle/position deaeased 

Iront-end roll. The trucks comered a lot nailer and a lot 

The kit frOllI 011 SpI< is 30-wt. TlIis handles rOllgher, bashing­

Iype Meas, but since roce tracks ore Huall), groomed,. we 

swapped OIIllhe kil oil with some 100% silicone in the 

SO-wi. variel)'. The change in ail thickness lamed the front 

end lor len aggressive bile, whim in tum kepi OIIr Irutks 

from wan ling 10 kick their rear ends 0111 100 easil),. 

R<:I ..... 

Because Ihe 5ladl likes to lean. MeMone), and Derek 

dialed-in same more fronl camber 10 -710 -3' in order 10 

goin some kiglt-spetd and oH-power sleering. This uHlng 

is relative 10 ),our driving SI)'Ie; H ),011 1"1 )'011 han etlough 

(or a r.II" 100 "",ct.) slflfing.. lean the fronl camber 01 the 

sloG. selling and add some rear camber inslead. 



The stock rear oil spedfi(alion is aha at 3D-WI., whim is a 

lillie too soh for radng. You'll want to bll", the rear shCKk 

oil weighl la 40-Wl. la help (onlrol the manive stoO. manis 

roll. This adjustment and Ihe fronl shock oil blllllp wil help 

lhe Slash lake (orners a lot flatter and keep lhe lires in 

(onlad with the driving surface for more (onsislenl trlKlion. 

You (an improve slraight-tlle a«elerotion by moving Ihe 

rear upper Mnk up anI hole on Ihe rear shod lower. There is 

already a hole Iherl for relo(ation, but for Ihis mange YOI'II 

neld 10 shavl a �IIII bil aU of lhe (orner of Ihe shock lower 

for d,aralKe. It's nol much. ond (on be done easily with a 

Thl slock unber stllilg is nol enough for rlKing. AI of u 
elecled 10 add some more unber in lhe rear 10 keep lhe bao. 
end planled, espedally when going Ihrough high-speed lums. 

Sel your rear Iwes up 10 hove around 2·4· of negalive comber; 

Ihis wil keep lhe rell' lire palm flat on lhe surface when you 

(orner hard, and will help keep lhe bad! end planled. 



EASYWIRING 101 

All Deans products are designed ilnd rna,,' 

ufactured to exacting tolerances, to give 

you unmatched quality and perlonnance. 

From the legendary Ultra Plug, to the Inno-

... ative Speed Jig, and now the ProSar 3, 

each product was created with one goal In 

mind ••• TO BE THE BEST! 

"Ten Must Have Toois- ' RJC Car Action 
"Rabng. A+ - ,Xlreme FtC Cars 
1"he best building jig on the market" · RIC Car 
.""" 

The most I�xible 12 gauge W1re available 1660 

strands 01 pure copper! 
.1410 ............................................. 2tt ea. redlblk 

'1430 ••••• •.. . ....... 25ft Red 

11431 .. . ................ 25ft Blk 
.1432 .................. ....... 25ft Slue 

Plated to military specs., the ProBar 2.0 is designed 
for RCI700, RC2000, RC2400 and sim�ar cells 
11600... .................. . .................... 6pc. 

.1601 ............... _.. . ........ 25pe:s 

'1602 .................. ....... I00pc. 

Car stand and discharger in one 
"roo ............. kit 
1'2031 .................................................. assembled 

less resistance than lhe same length 01 1 2  gauge 
'MfS .. MAKES HARDWIRING OBSOLETEI 
" 300 . ..................... . ................... lpair 
'1301 . . . . .....• � ........ . ..... 4 pack female 

I/J 7J(C��f'® ij 
�K,5.l 

Plated to mll�ary specifications. The ProBar 3.0 IS 
Oastgned for RC3000H cells. 
11610. . ..... 6pcs 
,1611 ................... .................. .................. .. 25pes 

11612. . ................... I00pc8 

Silver alloy and Proflu�'M 8 Oeans e�dUSNe · the 
highest quahty el&ctronic solder available 

.2020 .... .......................................................... 101. 



KEEP THOlE IHOCKI ON 
The upper mounting points for the stock shocks use short 
step screws, which ore fine for dOily driving; however, the 
rigors of the track put more stress on components, and these 
screws might back out ofter some hard driving (it happened 
to a couple of us). An easy $olution is 10 use longer screws 
with locknuts to secure the shocks 10 the shock. towers. Both 
front and rear shock towers hove holes molded through, 
so what you want to do is gel longer screws, thread them 
into the shoCK lower from the bocK, and secure the shocks 

You'll need four 30mm cap head screws 
and matching 3mm 
locknuts. With this 
mod the shocKs will 
be affixed to the 

BEEF IT UP, 
BLiNG IT OUT 
Most of us ore running as close to slock as 
possible, because after 011 - it is a Slash, 
not some $500 carbon fiber louring car. 
Truth is, the Slash daesn't need all the flashy 
stuff, but if it's your thing to look different, 
there are many options already available 
as I type this. Traxxas offers a list of hop-up 
ports such as aluminum big·bore shocks, 
aluminum hub carriers, and aluminum 
suspension rods, but what about the plastic 
ports? This is where RPM steps in. Known 
for producing durable, high quality molded 
pieces for popular vehicles, RPM offen a 
lineup of stronger fronl and rear suspension 
arms, front and rear hub carriers, front and 
rear shock towers, and front caster bloch. 



.� 

SLASH IT UP 

Screw It 
Over the course of racing we've had incidents 
where screws would back themselves out, 
especially the shock mounting screws and some 
of the hinge pin screws. Derek had a feeling the 
kit screws were a liHle undersized, and a caliper 
confirmed it. The stock screws measure in at 2.83-
2.84mm, whereas replacement screws we had 

siHing around in the office measured anywhere from 2.86 to 2.88mm. A simple way to make things 
more reliable is to replace the screws with aftermarket ones. You can get screw packs from various 
places on the internet, or even at your local hobby or hardware store. 

IHDULD YDU 

The Slash is designed to be able to run 
7<ell, 8.4v Ni-MH packs, but after trying 
out different baHeries we've all made 
the move to 2<ell 7.4v LiPo. Is there a 
difference? Absolutely. Although a 7<ell 
Ni-MH pack is cheaper to buy, you take a 
hit on performance mainly due to the weight 
of the baHery pack itself. Sure, the weight 
helps keep the Slash planted on the loose 
stuff, but at the same time this weight is high 
up compared to ground level, meaning 
that you'll negate all the other mods you've 
already done to decrease chassis roll. Also, 
you can't beat the runtime of a LiPo. liPos in  
the 5000-6000mAh range fit into the Slash 
without mods. There're only tw-o things to be 
aware of if you choose to run LiPo: one, it 
will cost more for the higher capacity packs; 
and tw-o, the stock XL5 ESC does not have a 
LiPo cutoff, so you'll have to be aware of your 
time driving so that you don't run the liPo 
down too far, possibly damaging it. �----

Hi-Fi Radio 
We've gone over the baHery and ESC options, but 
what about the radio system? The stock servo is  
fine (we race with i t  and it's held up to our driving} 
but if you can, ditch the stock AM RTR radio and 
install something better; at minimum, something 
FM, and if you can swing it, go spread-spectrum. 
Not only will you not have to worry about frequency 
interference, but an aftermarket radio system will 
give you certain settings that you won't get with a 
kit RTR radio, such as steering dual rate, maximum 
brake, and throttle curve-three seHings that all of 
us use to fine tune the throHle at the track. And just 
to remind you, if you go spread-spectrum (2.4gHz 
radios from Airtronics, KO Propo, Futaba, 
Spektrum, etc.} you can run your rig whenever you 

please, since you don't have to worry 
about frequencies. 

DECREASE RESISTANCE 
I F  you own o r  have access to a soldering iron, 
here's a fast and easy mod that will increase 
reliabil ity and decrease resistance. The stock 
Traxxas ESC is connected to the kit motor 
via bullet plugs; anyone in the hobby knows 
that these plugs have a certain amount of 
resistance, and should be taken out of the 
voltage path as soon as possible. You can get 
the ESC wires go directly to the motor but first 
you'll have to flip the stock ESC around 1 802, so the on/ofF switch is on the right side of the vehicle, and 
the ESC wires are exiting towards the left side. 8y doing this you can now snip the ESC wires right at the 
bullet plug, and you'll have enough length to reach the motor without having to extend anything. 
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LEARN HOW-TO 

SH[]CK-..... 
PR[]PERL 

DAMPING PERFECTION 

vords, Jeff Eveleigh 
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Everyone knows that suspension is crucial for a fast lap time 

or even basic chassis control. The importance of your shocks 

to your overall quality of suspension is huge, yet many racers 

don't spend nearly enough time on their oil filled traction-makers. 

A smooth, matched, bind free set of shocks will force your chassis 

to clamp onto the racing surface and act as if it never wants to let it 

go, while still maintaining the consistency and grace of a perfectly 

balanced ballerina (as if we know what a perfectly balanced ballerina 

looks like). Enough about chicks dancing on their toes; keep reading 

to find out how to build the ultimate shocks for your ride. 

BASIC ASSEMBLY 
Before you even think about getting started on your spring-wrapped wonders you need to set up an 
adequate workspace. Lay all of your shock parts out on a clean rag, towel, or pit mat. Using a sharp 
hobby knife, carefully trim all of the plastic parts away from the parts tree. Make sure thai you remove 
all mold flashing, but be careful not to remove too much material and alter the shape of vital components 
such as shock pistons and shaft bushings. 

Spring 

Piston Retaining 
Screw 

Piston 

1 

Shock Seal 
Retainer 

Spacer 

j 

O-Ring 

Shock Shaft 

Shock Body 

Spring 
Retainer 

Shock 
Bottom 

Bladder 

Shock Cap 

Different manufadurers have different shack designs, so 

follow the instructions from your shocks manufaduer for 

proper assembly. 



Here are same tips Ihal can be used during most shock assemblies (follow your kit instructions for specific 
assembly of your brand of shocks). Some shock pistons allach 10 the shock shaft wilh a screw-use motor 
spray to clean this screw and the threads in the shock shaft and then use blue or even red thread-lock 
to secure the piston. (I almost never recommend red thread-lock in this hobby, but some shock shafts 
need it to keep the pistons locked in. Check with your manufacturer to see if they recommend permanent 
thread�ock for their specific shocks.) Coat all of your o-rings and shaft bushings in 'Green Slime: which 
is available from Team Associated (Part #ASCl 105). This thick grease will help prevent oil from leaking 
around your delicale seals. Always "wet" your CH"ings with a drop or two of shock oil before you push 
the shaft through the seals at the bose of your shock bodies to prevent tearing on o-ring upon insertion. 

OIL IT UP 
Once your shocks are fully assembled they are ready for oil. This is the most important aspect when 
it comes to building the perfect shocks, since matching them from left to right is a must for maximum 
performance. Pour the some oil into both shock bodies, then slowly pump the shock shaft and piston 
up and down a few times to remove the trapped air from beneath the piston. As you are pumping the 
shaft and piston you will see air bubbles emerge from the piston holes and rise to the top of the oil. 
Rotate the shock shaft as you are pumping to ensure that all air is removed from beneath the piston. 
Once all of the air bubbles have escaped from the oil you can fill up the shock body and thread on the 
shock cop (different shocks assemble in different ways, so check your specific instructions to find out the 
manufacturer's tricks) . Push the shock shaft in all the way to make sure there isn't a hydraulic lock and 
also to check how much and how fast the shock shaft pushes back out from within the body. This action 
of the shaft being forced out of the body is called the Nrebound, N and this is what you are trying to 
match between shocks. 

= 

� o 
�. .-
,. 
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Once you are happy with the rebound 
characteristics of the first shock, your next job is  
to match your other shock $0 it rebounds with the 
same speed and distance 0$ the completed one. 
Finish adding oil and threading the cap onto the 
second shock and check the rebound. If you are 
lucky it will be exactly the some as the first shock, 
but if il isn', you will hove to do some further 
tuning. If the shock you ore working on now 
rebounds faster and farther thon the first shock, 
you need to remove a tiny bit of oil. You can do 
this by unthreading the shock cop slightly (0 few 
turns} and pushing the shock shoft in a little bit 
until a small amount of oil bleeds out around the 
shock cap threads. Tighten the cap on again and 
check the rebound. Continue with this procedure 
until both shocks hove equol amounts of rebound. 
If the shock you are working on doesn't rebound 
os quickly or os much as the completed shock, 
odd some oil to it. Remove the shock cap and 
place a few more small drops of oil into the shock 
body and go through the verificotian process 
again. Continue odding or bleeding ail from the 
shocks until they rebound at the same rate. 

If you can't get the speed and rebound 
distance between the shocks to match regardless 
of the amount of oil you odd or bleed, you have 
a deeper problem such os a binding shock shaft. 
You'll have to go bock to the initial building 
process to solve this problem before you aHempt 
to match rebound with oil again. 

FINAL TESTING 
As a final pressurization check to ensure that 
your shocks are completely matched with 
regards to shock oil volume and shaft motion, 
hold a shock by the shock cap in each hand 
and bUH the Iwo threaded ends of the shocks 
shafts against each other so they travel along 
the same plain (just like one long shock shaft 
with threads in the center). Use your hands to 
push the shocks towards each other and force 
the shafts into the shock bodies. Both shafts 
should move at the some rate, and they should 
both boHom out within the shock bodies at 
exactly the same time. When you pull the shocks 
away from each other both shock shafts should 

I . ,.,. .. ..... .... ... . . 

rebound at the some speed to the same distance. If all of this occurs, you have a matched set of 
shocks. If it doesn't. go bock to the start of this section and go through the process again. 

2. ....., _ _  .. _,,_ .... 3. DouIIo dock 0., .. on ohoy .......... _ 
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80lh shodts should rebound the §lime 

amount. If nol you'll need to go badl 

and start fiI�ng Ihem with oil ogain. 

II's but 10 do Ihis with the shIKk 

ends off to ensure they are even. 
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CHASSIS CHECK 
Check the suspension components on your chassis to be sure they are equally free of binding from left to 
right. Before installing the perfect pair of shocks onto your chassis, do a little investigative work to ensure 
it's ready. With the tires, rims, and shocks removed from your car hold your suspension up and allow 
it to drop. The suspension arm and assembly should drop freely without any resistance. If it doesn't do 
this you need to start shimming, removing shims, cleaning, reaming, or grinding until it does. You also 
need to ensure thai both the left and right suspension movements feel similar so thai when you install your 
matched shocks the overall suspension works equally from left to right. Once you know thai everything is 
acting the same, bolt on your shocks and go win some races. 



:ety1llJa"rassed to ad,!� 
tv- RC:er at one time 

L 

Luckily, Cheapbatterypacks.com 
is here to help. 

You no longer have to worry about short run times o r  other racers 

witnessing your poor performance in the middle of a big race. 

Use of our batteries has been proven to significantly 

im prove performance by helping you 

last longer and go stranger than elfer befure! 

5 0 3 . 3 5 6 . 5 5 6 7  
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SPECIAL FEA TUli!E 

T w o T n o u s a n N n 

Y ET ANOTHER YEAR HAS PASSED AND TWELVE MORE PROFESSORS HAVE COME THROUGH 
. 

THE XRC HALLS. Oh what a year !  Un l i ke other years, this year is going to be the toughest of them 

• • a l l .  They're a l l  beautiful and al l  were helpful in your time of need. So 

return the favGr and vote for your favarite Professor of the Year! 
• • 

KELTIE 
ISSU� #146 (JANUARY) 

AGE / OCCUPATION: 23 / Deal 
or No Deal Case Holder 

FAVORITE DRIVER: Rod,oy Will. 

FAVORITE RC CHORE: Cloo,I'9 
up after a roce, 

KIlTIE ON RC: I olwoys tho"9ht 
radio control cars were a bunch 
of toys. Well, nol anymore. 

AGE / OCCUPATION: 22 / Hot Teste' 

FAVORITE DRIVER: Brion Kinwold 

FAVORITE RC CHORE: T"I'9 RC beakes. 

SUMMER ON R(: I love condles and 



'r 

r '  

HEHTHER 
ISSUt #148 (MRRCH 2008) 

AGE / OCCUPATION: 23 / Tug Boot 
Driver 

FAVORITE DRIVER: J;mmy Babcock 

FAVORITE RC CHORE: Adju,t;"g d,oop. 

HEATHER ON Re: I'm nol a sailor, I just 
played one for Xlreme RC. 

SHMMIE 
ISSUt #149 (RPRI1 2008) 

AGE / OCCUPATION: 21 / Poli."ato, 

FAVORITE DRIVER: G;i lo,; J,. 

FAVORITE Re (HORE: Charging my boyfriends batteries. 

SAMMI ON Re: I loved the bee outfit, but real bees score me. 

.. � "'- --
•• e. . -

• "'" 
• .-

"' 

MHRY 
ISSUE #150 (MAY 2008) 

AGE I OCCUPATION: 27 / Glove Breaker In'er 

FAVORITE DRIVER: Molt Froncis 

FAVORITE Re (HORE: Checking engine temps. 

MARY ON Re: I love Metal I 

. .  -
• 

' oil  
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DOROTHY 
ISSU( #151 (JUN( 2008) 

AGE / OCCUPATION: 24 / Mea",e, 

FAVORITE DRIVER: Scatt H'ghe,_ 

FAVORITE RC CHORE: Measuring sluff. 

DOROTHY ON R(: The besl port of the shoot 
was posing with James' full size . . .  car. 

RILEY 
ISSU� #158 (AUGUST 2008) 

AGE / OCCUPATION: 23 / G" 
Tester 

FAVORITE DRIVER: Cady K;og 

FAVORITE Re (HORE: Putting slick­
ers on RC bodies. 

RILEY ON Re: Posing with the 
rader was cool. I felt like a cop! 

Teacher 
FAVORITE DRIVER: Jay Hal,ey 

FAVORITE RC CHORE: P,tt;og 
together turnbuckles. 

ELIZABETH ON R(: RC Cars are 

SUNISH 
ISSU( #152 (JUlY 2008) 

AGE / ()(CUPATlON: 23 / 

Import Model 

FAVORITE DRIVER: Jame, 
" Jimmy-Jom" Revilla 

FAVORITE RC CHORE: D"t­
ing off old corso 

SUNISA ON RC: All the RC 
guys at the office were 
cool, but the photogra­
pher was kinde creepy. 

- ... --�.�.�� ·-'--_�--------I��._'--" 



THSHIH 
NOV[MBfR 11 166U[ #156 

AGE / OCCUPATION: 22 / Ce,eol 
Toste Tesler 

FAVORITE DRIVER: Alsushi Hara 

fAVORITE RC CHORE: Reb,ildiog 
nitro engines. 

IASHIA ON RC: Being a trophy 
girl was funl • • •  

HNNH 
16SU[ #155 (OGiOBfR 200B) 

AGE / OCCUPATION: 23 / Model 

fAVORITE DRIVER: G'eg Hodopp 

fAVORITE R( (HORE: Building differentials. 

ANNA ON RC: I didn't realize thai people actually 
race these things! I thought were just toys. 

.-tII l ' . .  

. i ,. 
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T"" kM Inc. ....... 
CompIeI, __ ..xl .,MII'dy """" ­R_crtlMbar 
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.... pariS are CNC CUI 001 of quality 
carbon fibef "'" 1075-16 aluminum. 

c 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  '139111 

. 1-800-255-1223 , . ': . " �FI -e� 



Whe,e The Wo,'" Shoos 10' Rallio t:on" o'� 

Tekin's "POWER 
CELL" 3400mah 
28 Lithium Polymer 
battery is designed to 
fit both 10th scale Off 
Road and Touring Car 
chassis', It's an easy 
drop and go Install. Ha rd 
cased for durability and 
ROAR legal. You won't 
need anolher battery for 
your 10th scale appFicalions. 
TEITT1600 l4OO nlAll l .•• 2S I..ipCJ a-yPa. IIIRI "..nc ••••••.••..•........... sa9i5 

orTEAMASSOCI� 
llPo Packs 

5000 mAl> LJPo BaIIery Pad< """ , 
3200 mN'I LJPo  Battery Pad<._ 148wg wn. _ 3200 mM 11 IVWrIh T�CQrr.ecIor , 

4800 mAl> 20C LIPc SadcJe.P1oCk ConIIgumbOn 

"" 
"" 

• 69,1I!; 

116.95 

HI4 95 

F1\N28100 Ioo:1 Pro2.5T�MOIOr 
FAN2610, Ion Pro 3.5T IIn.IthIess MOIOr 
F1\N28102 kw1 Pro.,5T� _  

FAN281i)3 Ion Pro 5.5TBtutNeeI MOIOr 
FAN2811).4 1on""'8,5T� MoIor 
FAN26105 Ion Pro 7,STBrushIess MoIor 
FAN28106 Ion Pro 10.5T BrushIess Motor 
FAN28107 Ion Pro 1 l.ST BrushIess Mob 
FAm8106 Ion Pro 17.51 81vth1est Molor 

VENOM Pro Charger 
Charg� tiRO'H &HIM 

Includes: 
Charger 
Receiver pack adapter 
Glow igniter adapter S Alligator clips 
Tamiya plug adapter 99111: 
Traxxas adapter "" 
Lipo balance block 

0656 v..om Pre Batlerjo CIIarp ........... , 

,�, • •  " "  5 .... [UpS In Nimh! 

[0 5 .... [UpS In LillO 

'398" 

www.stormerhobbies.com 



THE MAGIC ANTI-SCRUBBER! 

words, Jeff Huneycutt 

I f you understand even the most basic concepts of chassis dynamics, you probably already know why an 

RC car is equipped with a differential in the rear end (both ends if you have a 4WD car). A differential 

is often an advantage over a locked rear end (both wheels always turn at the same speed) because the 

outside wheel needs to turn faster in a turn than the inside wheel in order to maintain traction. It is simple 

physics; because the outer wheel has to travel a greater distance over the length of a turn than the inside 

wheel, it must spin faster. 

To a degree, the same concept holds true when it comes to the angle of the front wheels when turning. 

Improper alignment, or scrub, can cost you speed and reduce handling responsiveness. Fortunately, there 

is an answer for this, and it's called " ackerman." 
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ACKERMAN 
AND SCRUB 
Simply put, "Ackerman" means to move the 

inside wheel more than the outside wheel when 

turning. Understanding why this is imponanr 

requires a little bit more effon. 

When a car rolls through a turn, all four 

wheels do not follow the same path. Instead, 

the inside wheels make a sharper turn than the 

outside wheels. The wider your RC car is, the 

greater this effeeL If both front wheels moved 

equally as a car went through a turn, one or both 

of the tires would drag. This is called "scrub," 

and ie's the equivalent of putting on the brakes. 

If you have rire scrub your car simply cannm roll 

smomhly through a turn. 

Using ackerman [0 turn the inside wheel 

more than the outside helps both wheels follow 

their own paths and reduces the tendency to 

scrub off speed. 

ACKERMAN VERSUS TOE 
Although they are similar, don't confuse toe angle with Ackerman. Once you set your toe angles, they 

usually stay the same all the way around the track (unless the car has "bump toe" built in, which is a 

symptom of a poorly designed chassis). Ackerman is related to toe because it also deals with steering 

angles, but instead of being a constant, like toe, Ackerman angles change depending on steering input. 

When the wheels are pointed straight ahead, Ackerman has no effect on the car (Ackerman split is 

zero), but the more the wheels are turned, the greater the Ackerman split between the inside wheel and 

the outside wheel. Obviously, Ackerman is only a factor on the front wheels, because unless you are 

into rock crawling, the rear wheels aren't steered. 

Ackerman split is the difference in the steering angle between the front two tires when the car is 

turning. Let's consider what happens to the wheels when your RC car rolls through a left-hand turn. 

The left front wheel makes a tighter turn than the right front. Since most of the car's weight is rolled 

over on the right-hand side, the car will turn according to the angle of the right front wheel, and the 

left will scrub. 

This causes two problems. First, the scrub kills corner speed. Second, the left front wheel cannot 

give maximum effort when it comes to traction, and as a resulr you lose some turn-in responsiveness. 

Ackerman can be used to increase . steering angle of the inside wheel to match the angle it needs to 

at helping the car turn. 

Toe is a static setting that is adjusted 

by shortening or Iengtheni1g the 

steering tumbudde. Don't (onfuse tlis 

with Ackerman. 

ADJUSTIHG 
ACKERMAN 
You can adjust Ackerman on most RC 

cars with the steering plate. The multiple 

mounting holes for the steering turnbuckle 

allow Ackerman adjustment. Move the 

turnbuckle's mounting point forward on 

the steering plate (closer to the front of 

the car) to increase Ackerman and smooth 

out steering response. Move the mounting 

point back (toward the rear of the plate) 

to decrease Ackerman, which is sometimes 

helpful on large, sweeping tracks. 

Most RC cars are designed with some 

Ackerman builr in. This is done by creating 

an angle between the wheels' pivot points 

and the point where the steering turnbuckle 

connects to the spindle. If you were to 

draw a line between these two points on 

both sides of the car, they should intersect 

at the center of the rear differential. This 

works when traction at all four wheels is 

perfect, but if there isn't enough traction 

at the front wheels the car will push, and a 

different angle may work better for you. 
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LEARN HOW-TO 

AT THE TRACK 
One Ackerman seuing isn't good for all conditions. Many RC cars allow you to adjust the Ackerman 

angle by having several different holes in the steering plate. Changing the location where the steering 

turnbuckle attaches to the steering plate effectively changes Ackerman angle. Moving the inside 

meeting point of the steering turnbuckle fonvard (towards the front of the car) increases the Ackerman 

angle as you increase the steering inpm. You should do this when you want to smooth oU[ the steering. 

This is especially helpful on tight, technical race tracks. Moving the inside meeting point of the steering 

turnbuckle back toward the rear of the car reduces Ackerman angle as the wheels are turned. Try this 

on higher speed tracks with more sweeping turns. It should help the steering feel more responsive. 

However, raking out too much Ackerman can make a car react unpredictably and isn't recommended. 

G RAN D M OTO R S P O RTS 

Grand!> electric drag5ter chassis ha\/f! run over 100 mph In HZ feet. . .  injust 1.4 seconds! 

OUBr 100 mph. 
in 1.4 seconds •. NOTHINGS QUICKER! 

The AFTERSHOCK . . •  the !State-of-the-art 
.i!1 Nit,",;D����;��; 

Electric and Nitro Drag Kits. Unique Bodies and parts . . .  

WWW.GRANDMOTORSPORTS.COM 
��--

orand Motorsports • Mr. vern�o:n�.:/�L�. :U�S:�A�::::=::::::!=::=���:::jJ��:� 



ARTR 
� 

#90004 
Axial AX10 RTR . . . . .  $249.95 
Axial SCX10 Kit ......  $249.95 

Tal77iya 
Land Cruiser 

.... $239.99 
.... $209.95 

Gel oul and race' 
OFNA Picco RTR .... . . . . ... .  $299.95 
Hobao Hyper 7 TQ RTR .. $299.95 
Associated ReaRS RTR .. $574. 95 
Losi Eight RTR .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . $569.95 
Losi Eight T RTR ... .. . . . .. . . .  $619.95 
Losi Muggy RTR ...... .. . . . . .  $549.99 

Build your lIVinner' 
Kyosho MP-9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $849.95 
Jammin X2 CRT . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $589.95 
Associated RCa .. . . . . . . . . . . .  $449.95 
Mugen MBX6 ........ . . ... . ...  $539.95 
Losi 8ight 2.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $649.95 
Losi 8ight E .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,099.99 

Buying on II budge,7 
Duratrax Evader EXT RTR ...... $119.95 
Traxxas Bandit XL-5 RTR .... . .. .  $149.95 
Traxxas Rustler XL-5 RTR ... . . . .  $1 59.95 
Traxxas Stampede XL-5 RTR .. $159.95 
Traxxas N. Sport RTR ... . .. . .. ... $244.95 

SPORT COMBO .. $44.95 Traxxas N. Stampede RTR .. ... $269.95 
Peak Charger, 7.2V Battery Traxxas N. Rustler RTR $299.95 
and 8 AA Batteries Got a need 'or speed? 

Traxxas Bandit VXL .. . . . .  $239.95 
Traxxas Rustler VXL . . . . . .  $279.95 
Traxxas Stampede VXL . $284.95 
Losi Speed T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $329. 99 
Schumacher Fusion . . . . . .  $479.95 

. . . . . . . . . . .  $339.95 

Tra;c;cas 
Slash 

Sil6¥MJ-D 
#5805 

r,a.x.xas 
SUlnlnil 

s..�Sgl.S5J 
Hage lNi,h Ihe ",achine' 
Traxxas REVO 3.3 . . . . .  $439.95 
Traxxas T-MAXX 3.3 .. $379.95 
Traxxas T-MAXX 2.5 .. $339.95 
HPI Savage XL ..........  $559.95 
HPI Savage X 4.6 .......  $429.95 

Associated MGT 8.0 .... $519.95 

#5610 

Need sontethiftg bigger? 
FG Bigfoot Hummer RTR . . .  $1 ,499.95 

1/5 HPI Baja 5T RTR . $1,289.95 
1/5 HPI Baja 5B RTR . $949.95 
1/5 HPI Baja SS Kit . $899.95 
1/5 WMW Hummer .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .  $594.95 
1/5 WMW Jeep . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $594.95 

Associated SG8 Red Bull . . . . . . . . . .  $649.95 
Associated SG8 Lucas Oil . . .. $649.95 
Associated sca KMC Wheels . .. $649.95 
Associated SG8 Bully Dog . . . . . . . .  $649.95 
Associated SG8 AE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $649.95 

3suy 
J[jOnline 

superiothobbescom 

(] In Store 
sI:Jp by .... "'" 

(() Phone 
1-407-834-9:!99 
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NUGGET Of AN RC EVENT It's out 

• 
dlomptonship event Now I know 

you're thinking "w�at the �eck is NR� 

. .  

he NR/CTPA World C 



a Rustler, or E-Maxx, ana enter to �ave 
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Truck Racing 2008 

""",,,d 

2 Ethan Ecnenrode 

Driver 
Mke Eckenrode 

Nlil:e Ecl:enrcde 

NIot! Stoltz 

2WD MODIFIED "TUFF TRUCK" A-MAIN 

Driver 
.Joy Bruns 

Jim Grohi 

Mke Eckenrode 

MODIFIED "TUFF TRUCK" A-MAIN 

final Driver 
Tim Powers 

Paul Ovores 

$coli ToylOf 
4WD BOX STOCK A-MAIN 

Driver 
Don Dufore 

Paul Ovol� 
John Schuhz 

TUBE CHASSIS A-MAIN 

Driver 
Mke Echenrode 

Bari MUSOWWlI 

Joy Jordon 

4WD DRIVESHAFT A-MAIN 

Final Driver 
Mike Ecl:emode 

Jim Grohl 

fv\ike Eckenrode 

Driver 
Tim Powers 

2 Tim Powers 

4WO OPEN M. T. A-MAIN 

Final Driver 
Joson Yoles 

Borl N\om.one 

NUke Echenrode 
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Driver 
Dan Dulore 

M.on Sloitz 

Mike Edenrode 

Driver 
Dan WyoH 

Paul Ovores 

Bari MJsowwlr 

Driver 
Paul Ovores 

Bart M.o,maroe 

Driver 
Mike Edenrode 

2 Phil Grande 

3 Dan Dulore 

STOCK 4WD IS A-MAIN final Driver 
Paul Ovores 

Doug John1>On 

Scan Taylor 

TractorJTruck Pulling 
OUTlAW GARDEN TRACTOR A-MAIN 

Driver 
Joe Kilian 

2 Jock Koogler 

BIG RIG A-MAIN � Driver 
1 Ja1>On Petty 

Glen Singlelon 

3 Jock Koogler 

PRO STOCK TRACTOR A-MAIN Driver 
Mike Dozier 

2 Darren f.Ieohj 

BAR TIRE SPORTSMAN A-MAIN final Driver 
Pot Wing 

Joe Kilian 

Dan Niroe 





Driver Tim Dixoo 

2 Rebekah Rodatz 

Zock Bortos 

�,.r.. "HOT FARM" STOCK A-MAIN Driver 
Code Andrews 

Helen Singleton 

Glen Singleton 

final Driver 
Joe Kilion 

Jock Koogler 

Don Nine 

2WD OPEN II A-MAIN final Driver 
Glen Singleton 

Don Nine 

Gene Niroe 

Driver 
Joe Kilian 

2 Colleen Swortz 

NR/CTPA 

k"l>".GARDE'N TRACTOR A-MAIN final Driver 
Joe Kilion 

Jell Compo 

Cole Owens 

BIG RIG A-MAIN final Driver 
Jeff Stickle 

Joe Kilion 

3 jell Stickle 

PRO STOCK TRACTOR A-MAIN final Driver 
f Joe Kilian 

2 Joo Berry 
Tcdd Borlos 

BAR TIRE SPORTSMAN A-MAIN final Driver 
Micheal Ashby 

Joe Kilion 

Micheal Ashby 
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� 
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2WD PRO MODIFIED ELECTRIC A-MAIN Driver 
joe Kilian 

Driver 
Jeff Stickle 

Zock Bartos 

Brad PIli 

SCRATCH BUILT A-MAIN 

Driver 
Jell Stickle 

Zock Baltos 

Chri5 Bercaw 

BOX STOCK A-MAIN Driver 
Mike Lanmann 

Ed Sonner 

3 Kirk Hunler 

UU.,L-.,U"JH MODIFIED A-MAIN Driver I Brad PIli 

Final Driver 
Joe Kilian 

Brad PIli 

Kirk Hunter 

2WD PRO MODIFIED NITRO A-MAIN Driver 
Mark Horrings 

Final Driver 
Joe Kilian 

Jcdyn Ludy\:.a 

Mark Horling5 

WEED WHACKER PULLING A-MAIN Driver 
Andrew Linkenhoker 

2 joe Kilian 
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We offer more crawler parts IN STOCK 
than any other 

selection, Visit 
our web site 

for lots more. 

"'" 00'1lW>, ...... 
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RCP3Jn Radter......lOO'CG5.ocIIPIId<7'N 28M SCP49U)6 8UeSMnngand o...g Ln.... S.II!I SCP20105 HoIowUwl .......... O'-Body-'/.j 13.88 
RCP3484 _�lIIwCG5"*p.o;UV 32.l1li SCP6MLOI 8IodtA.Un�Ln<56mn 8,M RTDllO �Shod<SIwIb�TDl20 8.81!1 
STDl200SOBDualSpmgIolTDl20 tIIodt.... 888 SCP698lO1 8lad<AUn�Ln<98rnn 8,M SCP20101 8J00;AUn s.r.oMoo.nt ..... 'O 10.88 
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R/C OVAL IS RACING 
AROUND THE GLOBE 
I n 1 998, Dale Earnhardt Sr. and Jr. made NASCAR racing history by competing at  Motegi, Japan in 

the Coco-Cola 500. Now, 1 0  years later, RC oval racing is hiHing the main stage over there and making 
news. The RC World annual Velodrome race was held in Japan October 4th-5th and was a huge 

success. The level of interest in RC oval and NASCAR is definitely expanding past our 50 states and 
appears very popular, as racers are having a ton of fun racing on the large Velodrome track in Japan, 
near Shizuoka (similar to the ones found here in America). Classes at the event included Stock Car, Super 
Truck, Indy Car, Nascar light, and Trans-Am. A mix of brush less and brushed, pan cars, and other style 
cars competed, showing a good range of racing. There is a fantastic video from the race on YouTube. 
Either type in "World Drome 2008" at YouTube.com or go to www.rdhunder.net for a direct link. 
Thanks goes out to Joe Myers and HobbyTalk for some of the information. 
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ARE YOU A 
H IGH TECH 
REDNECK? 
If you have a computer or laptop you 
have 10 check aullhis FREE RC chassis 
program available from Ross Bartuccio, 
of Naples, Florida, It is an Excel program 
thai is totally awesome; the days of calculators and 
notebooks might finally be gone. All you do is input 

some of your cor dOlo and it does the rest, giving you 
weight percentoges, wedge values, roll out numbers, left 
side data, and more. One interesting foci about chassis 
tuning that really shows with this program is  Ihal the 
more weight you odd to Ihe left rear, Ihe heavier your 
right front becomes. Some racers like Ihe right frant lo 
remain under six ounces, so wedge can be your friend 

or enemy depending on your preference. Ross olso includes a 
cool roll-oul program with places to odd lop times, track records, speed, and more. The best 
thing about his program is that you can save your data, making il a great tool for keeping 
notes for the next time you hit the track. If you would like a copy please shoot me on e-mail 
and I will forward the information on getting the program: rcthunder@aol.com. Thanks, 
Ross! If you are wondering where some of the fast guys get the scales they use for setting up 
cars, try .www.lefthander-rc.com. They have a nice set for under $ 1 00, including digital 
scales, Tom Pedano of PRP Racing Products also makes a nice custom set that many racers use. 
Shoot me on e·mail if you would like contact information. 

THE KSG GENERATION 3 IS HERE! 
Andy McClellan is proud to introduce the new G3, with some new never-before·seen features. Racers 
have been anxiously awaiting this next generation from KSG Motorsports, and the wait seems to have 
been worth itl During testing the past several months, the cor has shown it is one to be reckoned with, as 
the KSG team has TQ'ed and won several tap events, including the Snowbirds and Paved and Carpet 
Nationals. The car's geometry was designed over years of testing and is one of the lightest cars ever 
seen. The G3 showcases the quality and fit and finish you have come 10 expect from KSG, and the bar 
has been raised to on even higher standard. All of the aluminum ports are machined from oversized 
aluminum stock. They are not machined from barstock or plate. Using oversized aluminum allows KSG to 
machine all sides of the ports. Ali lhe edges have been chamfered. The chassis ports are made from the 
highest quality graphite sheets. All parts are machined in house, nol outsourced, which allows them to 
lauch every port thai goes oUl lhe door. They use stale of Ihe art CNC machinery such as Haas, Mazak, 
Bridgeport, and Omniturn 10 manufaelure all parts. KSG lells us you will not find higher quality paris on 
Ihe market. Please see more on·l ine at: www.ksgmotorsportf.Com 

Here are some key features of the new Generation 3: 

• All new adjustable T-Plate height. 
• New T.Plate length for optimal rear traction. 
• Pod is narrower and motor is lowered. 
• Solid chassis that is lipa friendly. 
• All new shock geometry. 
• light weight design. 

THIS MONg::,� QUESTI little 
ou talk a 0 ? Can Y tOre traction . 

about I 

ARNIE'S ANSWER: 
"Doping" in RC is nothing close 10 what you 
read about in baseball iate/y. Doping is simply 
the various procJucfs racers put on their tires 10 
enhance performance. These tires are '00% 
legal at  most tracks, and the only rules against 
them are usually for the smell some of them hove 
or what they might do to the track. Here is a list 
of old favorites and newer products for foam 
tires, some of which moy be in your home. 

PARAGON: The long standing un'official 
traelion and smell of RIC. On carpet when 
in doubt start here, like other solvent based 
compounds it funelions by making the rubber 
a bit softer, gives the track a consistent groove, 
and leaves racers with the wintergreen 
cologne everything. 

JACK THE GRIPPER: Newer to the US 
this odorless product has become mare popular 
of late due to its lack of smell and performance 
similar to Paragon. Other odorless compounds 
are offered from Paragon, Trinity, and Niftec. 

MAGIC "IT": Is more of on oil based product 
that has many uses for asphalt and dirt but not so 
much carpet. Asphalt racers rub "rr" into their tires 
because it lasts longer with the various dirt and 
dust you encounter when racing outside. The 
same goes for foam dirt oval tires on dry and 
dusty days. Also works well to keep tires from 
drying out when not using them. 

SUNTAN LOTION lIND GOJO: Rob 
into foam tires for great bite on asphalt or dirt 
oval tracks. 

SIMPLE GREEN: Great for cleaning 
both rubber and foam tires and leave a good 
grip feel. 
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SUPER FAST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
The big headline of the event was provided by Nic Case. Nic had tested his 1 2<:ell .lectric 
streamliner weeks before in Bakersfield CA, and had even posted video of his 1 4Cknph 

test sessions on YouTube. Expectations were high, but this was a different surface. and so 
nobody knew if we'd see similar performances on this day. Nic was gunning for his own 
record of 1 34 mph (the record currently recognized as the Guinne$$ World Record for 
on RC CorL and as soon as he headed out of the pits and over to the track, everyone 
stopped whatever it was they were doing to come watch. 

We knew thot this wos going to be something completely different, 0$ Nic arranged 
to hove a scissor-lift brought trackside so he could have a high platform to drive from. 
He hod another racer take his car almost all the way down to the starting line of the 
drag strip (over 1 000 feet away} and set his car down in the middle of the lane. 

Most of the other competitors either stood on the track, behind their cars, or on the 
retaining wall to drive. 

As soon as the signal was given, Nic slowly started accelerating his bright-orange 
streamliner down the track. It looked very tiny way down there, just a little orange 
speck, but you could see it coming up to speed quickly, then before another second 
or two had elapsed, the car was charging past, emitting the unforgettable sound . . .  
like two�ces of tape being pulled apart... of the air being split at over 1 00 mph. 
Everyor�tw witnessed the run agreed that it was noticeably faster than any of the 
near-I 00 mph runs they'd seen earlier in the day, but just how fast was it? The time 
was an10unced over the PA system . . .  it was a mind-bending 1 53.74 mph, which 
shatterep the existing world record! 

Of c,urse, Nic wasn't quite done. After jokingly asking around the pits whether he 
should �ear up a little or a lot (what do you think everybody said?}, Nic went back and 
preppe his car for one last pass at 4:05. Again, the pits emptied, because no one 
wante to miss this one . . .  and ic delivered, with a 1 6 1 .76 mph blast through the timers 
to seal he deal and have his'name added to the elegant ISC Perpetual Cup trophy. It 
was Il::rowning moment in radio control car history, one that I'll not soon forget. 
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TOP SPEEDS 
(LISTED BY ATTEMPTS FOR EACH COMPETITOR) 

...II1II STEVE SAlK 

I .  99.83 mph 1 2 :44pm 

...II1II MIKE OGLE 

I . 97.40 mph 1 :51  pm 

2. 85.93 mph 2:35pm 

3. 52.45 mph 3:29 pm 

4. 78.87 mph 4:05 pm 

...II1II DAN FISCHER 

I .  6 1 .73 mph 1 1 :23 am 

2. 62. 1 0  mph 1 1  :25 am 

3.  59.70 mph 1 :57 pm 

4. 56.02 mph 1 :58 pm 

5. 70.73 mph 2:29 pm 

6. 68.52 mph 2 :31  pm 

7. 6 1 .01 mph 3:35pm 

...II1II NICK MAILOWSKI 

1 .  6 1 .93 mph 1 2 :50 pm 

2. 76.74 mph 2 : 1 5  pm 

3.  79.88 mph 3 : 1 5  pm 

4. 85.01 mph 3 : 1 7pm 

5. 64.26 mph NIT 

6. 59.08 mph 3:59 pm 

... DEREK NOLEK 

I .  78.46 mph 1 1  :39 am 

2. 75.05 mph 1 2.:47 pm 

3.  78.51 mph 1 :37 pm 

4. 86.31 mph 1 :39 pm 

5. 82.49 mph NIT 

... NIC CASE 

I .  1 53.74 mph 3 : 1 9  pm 

2. 1 6 1 .76 mph 4:05 pm 

...II1II SHAWN PALMER 

1 .  75.59 mph 1 1  :36 am 

2. 78.64 mph 1 2:41 pm 

3. 76.05 mph 3:41 pm 

4. 72. 1 5  mph 4: 1 0 pm 

... GARY O'CONNER 

1 .  77.22 mph 1 1  :33 am 

2. 78.69 mph 3:32 pm 

3. 73.20 mph 3:33 pm 

TIM SMITH ,.. 

1 .  84.54 mph 3:37 pm 

SHAWN PALMER ,.. 

I .  71 .28 mph 1 2 :52 pm 

2. 76.44 mph 1 2 :54 pm 

3.  70.88 mph 3 : 1 1 pm 

4. 8 1 .80 mph 3 : 1 3  pm 

5 . 83.20 mph 3:55 pm 

DAVE WHITESELL ,.. 

1 .  74.68 mph 1 2 .39 pm 

DAVE AKERS (UK) ,.. 

I .  44.75 mph 1 2 : 1 2  pm 

2. 44.61 mph 1 :00 pm 

3.  49.57 mph 2:03 pm 

RICK PAYNE ,.. 

No times posted 

SHAWN PALMER ,.. 

I .  45.99 mph 1 :29 pm 

2. 50.94 mph 1 :30 pm 

3.  47.45 mph 1 :40 pm 

DOUGLAS HAWKINS ,.. 

I .  43.51 mph 1 1  :34 am 

2. 56.00 mph 1 2 : 1 6  pm 

3.  52. 1 9 mph 1 1 0  pm 

4. 39. 1 1  mph 1 1 1 pm 

5. 52.23 mph 1 :48 pm 

6 . 48.24 mph 1 :49 pm 

GARY O'CON NER ,.. 

1 .  79.74 mph 1 2 :06 pm 

2. 93.66 mph 1 :04 pm 

3. 91 .64 mph NIT 

BUTCH BEEBE ,.. 

1 .  No limes posled 
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CUSTOM WORKS 

D(]�S 
- -------- ----------------------------------------------- --------------- ------------------------- ----------------- ------------ - - - - - - - ------------ --=:: 
vords, M. � Ogle 

I f you paint a lot of RC car bodies, you're probably always looking for something a little different, 

like some new painting technique or masking trick 1 was poking around online for some ideas 

for paint schemes when 1 came across this great tip from Dave Cairns of "Colors by Dave" Custom 

Painting from Naperville, IL, a suburb of Chicago_ Dave found a roll of self-adhesive drywall tape 

• � • Sproy Point 

• MoskingTope 

perforated with a series of small, perfectly round holes at his local 

hardware store, and started using it as a ready-made paint mask_ 1 
couldn't wait to get a hold of some of this stuff to try it for myself, 

so 1 was off to Home Depot that same evening! Here's a few ways to 

incorporate this unique pattern into your next paint job: [!II The stufF is called "SelF Adhesive" Easy Joint Tape, and it's made by Wall Tool and Tape I Corporation out of New York. I found it at Home Depot, and it was about $8 for 200 feet. 
That'll do a LOT of bodies! 
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CUSTOM WORKS [!pJ Start by masking oFf the windows and spraying the main body 

I color. Once again, be sure to thoroughly wipe down the inside 
of the body to get rid of residue, dirt, fingerprints, or any other 
creeping crud thaI you don', want announcing its presence in the 

paint later. 

Rea I rift'l"h.:"I"'!":'r.'r.I 
Real 
Rea I ��""""'I.l.Io:.oLLl 

Ronda - races 1/8 scale 
buggies 

To see what Ronda races 
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Before applying the tape, 
note that the adhesive is  
very heavy-duty industrial 
level sticky (it's meant to hold 

sections of drywall together}, so before 
you adhere it to the body, run your hands 
or pants-leg across the adhesive to "de­
stickify" it a bit, otherwise you may have 
a tough time peeling it off later. I tested 
for the right amount of "tack" by apply­
ing it on a section of the body that'll get 
trimmed off later. 

• Revo 3.3 

• RB Concepts C6 BB 

• NovaRossi Plus 21-SK 

Next, I 
sprayed IIii.iIIl the dots in 
the center 

bright yellow, fading to 
orange at the edges. 
Finally, I peeled off the 
joint tape and backed 
the rest of the area 
completely with reeL 
You could just spray 
the dots one solid 
color, but this adds an 
extra element of depth 
and dimension . 

www.gshobby.com 
1 -888-922-&474 

• King Headz 

[l I edged 

I the open 
panel on 
this hood 

panel with black, then 
completely covered 
the area with a single 
piece of Joint Tape. It's 
reasonably flexible, so 
just be sure to press 
it down firmly around 
curves and ridges. 



CUSTOM WORKS 

..... On this side, I used a slightly different technique, using 
three different layers of tape NslaggeredN with a slight bit 
of overlap. I sprayed the dols white first, then the light blue, 
and finolly the medium blue. I only did three layers here 10 

demonstrate the trick, but you could really go crazy with more layers 
for added effect, 

174 I WWW.RC41 l .COM 

On the opposite side, I only masked off one loyer of dots, but 
used a flip-flop color poinl lo produce Hghost dots. H Now you 
see them, now you don't. It's Q much more subtle effect, but it 
odds visual interesl to on otherwise solid panel. 



11'5 HPI R;Jc"'ll BaJi Bugw . . . . . .  !I6U9 
It'J HPI R;Jc"'ll Blfll RI Je\pro Pipe COIT"bo 
It'J HP1 8aja. 27a: � RI Je\pro Pipe 
It'J HPI 8;tja. 28.5« (l(lIlV. kll lIld JeIj:IlII"4Ia l1nsta1adl . 

1/'5 HPI Baia. 30.5« Motor RI Je\pro I"4Ia Installedl 
"New" BljII SS KlI26cc . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
"New" IbjoI S$ l'I-o� . . . . • . . • . . • . . . . 1 111.99 
"New" 8ijII SS � willi 21.5cc Ir � 1m! .. 15ft." 
"New" BIjIo SS �wilhlO.5ecIr JlllproIflR . .  Iilt." 

HBZ USA 

Qfl5] 
HPI BIjIo flail C._I"." 
Gu..-n_ fur Lihol _.o.-.��_ c.. ... _ ... _ 
HPI 8IjI ff..- .... _11.19 
S. .1IrIiI tro:t lBl..37.99 s..1h;t Fleer 1ED-Zl99 
l.4XI Baalllyb lED S. 2699 L _____ -' S.Sl"allc.t:.oo FWICl..76.99 

Bike in kil lorm lNo molOi 01 
IHctrOlllCsf ••••• •••••••.•.•.•. 799.99 
• ;. PrHIuIII willi BrvshIeu 
motor. SpIed CanfroI and 
l.ittIUft � INa radio) "'. ____ ._ •.. 999.19 

nlM Truck 2SCe moior 
.......... 9!J9.99 

.,., 4x 4 r ... Truck 21a: 1IIOlOI. 
JIIpra .... ATR __ 116U9 
11'5 _, u.-r_lO.5ec 
_Ir�"" '" " .. " 

Full line of TItan Parts In Stockl 

FG Mod!!!:tp!!.r.! 
� To fIIII __ 1550.99 FG � IIeedI Prv_1 195..99 
_ .  " __ ",0.,, fG SIIdUn Tru:::k....--.1 195.99 � To fllll __ .1550.gg FG Mr:JroQ .......... _I I95.99 � To fIIII •. __ .1550.99 FG SUIdi.rn IUrm..-_.1 195.99 
_ ... --•• 1550.99 

FG MardIr .•.••. _ ...••. _89l.99 �To fllll ____ 1 19l.79 
FG Menter BeetIe ...•..•.. l 023.99 

Reedy To R ..... _ .••.•• 1323.99 

FG Spoo:tb F.l w�. 1759.99 
Reedy 10 R\JI .•...•••..• 2Q59.99 

FG�\Ition F.1 W!O 
� .................... ........... 3311.99 
FG Spoo:tb 0.&. ••• •••••••••••• 1266.99 '-_____ -' Reedy to R  ... ............. l�66.99 

"'" 
16 00 01\ 5100.00 • 00001 
SlO.OO Oll SI75.oo · Wi.99 00002 
SI5.00 011 S250.oo· S324." 00003 
S20.ooOll $325.00· M24.99 _ 
m.oo 011 $425.00+ """'"'5 

CIiocounI I Ate Good Throoogh 12/31 12OCMl Only I � ,... om.l lnI_ 0. ..... Only! 

HO$IiIe r ..... A11 T'''lin. 
MX, Mini MX Inti Slicks 
.... 
1Skb �-S9.t! ..... "t! 

PHATDAD-RC 

[ID 
...... ... .c. 1'tIIIDaod At ..... 1\efIIIce 11-
If'! BIj!I RTR tt...y {Uy ShIft 1(( __ "-" 
11'1 S. SS I'$/y {Uy StIlI! (a __ 0.99 

If'! S. HeaYy {Uy Urtu:lde SeL...-31.99 

If'! BIj!I tUIad Ifn;jId PJlw 74.99 
1f'! 8IIJl1'llrt9cnls"" tlI �_�" 

�;���.'"'' CYZ7 a: � 119.99 

CY29a: 21m! �Otcme .219.99 
CY 29a: 21m! Strobr 1IIck--2D!l.99 

CY:n5a:2Im!S1rlM�299.99 

cyns a: 21m! Strt*Er 1IIck_289.99 
CY:J).5a: 2nmStra..�.99 
z.tah GlIk 23 a: 725.99 

� G2tilk 26 a: 2'9.99 

JEll 110 Adds Up to 1.5 HP 
HP ea.-V3...._ •.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.• 199.99 
HP Baja V2 ... •. •.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.• 189.99 
MCD Monster Truct ................ 189.99 
MCD Race Ruma-.................. 189.99 
FG Monstllf Truek ••• • ••••••••••••• 169.99 
FGMoosiIlfTruekV2 .. 189.99 
Bum Unsilencld ................... 169.99 

MCO Rocrog It'J SelIIe I'n:lIi1e 
4x4 Stadiu"n Tn.d'. _.1682.83 

Ready To Roo ........ 2278.50 

4X4 
MCO RKiortI Ifti  SaM 1'1" .... 
_ .... -
---"', .. 
_''' __ 2120.61 

Raee Ranw Base _1223.39 Ready 4jl4." ..... 1819.06 

11'5 MCIJ IIU'!I "'*"= Rely 
Ca--Mlh Badv Al:i · · 1 519.10 
Ready To 11m . . • . .  2185.35 

MCD 1/5 SCIIoo Mans .. 
TrucHw 3 . . . . . •  1682.13 

ReadvTo Roo . . . .. 2278.50 

Dealer Inquines Welcomel 

�G'Fa�be�B;ro;:],wn Engineering 
HPI Baja End Bleed .... ........ 249.99 

I � 
I 

HPI Baja Side Bleed ............ 249.99 

I t..-- Smartec:h rotan Side BIeed .. 249.99 

CAT5 MFG-FG Steel 
Gear Conversion 

[!II] 
11l1.6 combo ............... 12.99 

• 16118 COIT"bo • _____ . 72.99 
48 100th :;ptI .............. �U9 
46 Tooth SiU .......... 52.99 
16 Tooth PinIon .... __ •. 22.99 
1 8  Tooth I'rion ......•.. .22.99 

Outerwears 

=--=_" Buwv S�ed .... .. . ............. 189.99��;;;;�!iiiiiiiiiiiiii� 
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HPl RAOIG 
lID ALUMINUM PINION/CLUTCH MOUNT 

HPI Ro,;ng', Beio ,ho";' 'oC�' !he plane., and who. be.e' way 

\0 \O�e on Mo!he, Eo<.h !han w;.h a hoppe<>uP Boiol HPI off .. , 

!he;' neW hooVY.ciuly olum;num p;n;on/du.,h moun. 10' you, 

service. Mode hom anodil.ed aluminum, !he mounl leatures 

ovenil.ed bearings lincluded) for increased durability. 

Part Number. a671 5  

M5RP' $75 

GIU:'l ANODIZED COLOR PACK 

Axial's color packs nOW come in anodil.ed grey 

for tnot 10w�lasn, 0\\ business look. "Trick out your 

M.1 0 crawler easily; Inis pock contains 0\1 tne 

pieces you need to cnange your stoek M·l 0 

to 0 different �node. 

Part Number' A:J.A 1432 

MSRP' $50 -;;:�,.: ,' .·iiiiiiiiiiiiiiililiiiiiiiiiiiiiiliiii:::: 
_ .... ,.,........... =-:: 

. . 
o 

Wnelner it!. sil'ling up or laying sideways, losi's neW 

RC Pit Roller Bog is versatile. feoturing reinforced 

panels, Ine roller bog nos seven Ofgonil.ing boxes 

inside, boll.bearing wneels, and 0 luggage-style 

lowing nandle. Sil.ed at 23" x \4.5- II lY there" 

.nough room to bring all yC4J need to !he trOCk· 

..... ......... \,QSA99006 
/AIU' $130 
-....... -

IRAY 
GRAPHtTEVENTlLATED BRAKE DISK 

Upg,ode .he b,o�e, on you, XBS 0' XIS w;.h XRAY" 

new g,oph;'e venHlo.ed b,o�e d;,�, CNC mo,h;ned hom 

,o,bon g,oph;'e, .he ven.;lo.ed b,o�e d;,�' o,e de,;gned 

to be used only witn tneif nordened sleel broke pads. 

Part Number: 2206 

o 
0 0 0 0 0  
@; @ @! �  



RPM 
SB/ST RE1IR ARM SET 
RPM shows love for Baja owners with new recr A-orms for the 56 & ST. The RPM Boja rear 
A-orms slarl with the bask geometry of the stock arms so they ore direct replacement ports 
- no additional parIs needed. However, as usual RPM made a number of improvemenb to 
the arms to improve performance and durability, such as relocating the shock mount and 
molding the webs for increased strength. You'll need two sets to complete one vehicle. 
Part Number: 82251 (dyeable white) / 82252 (black) 
MSRP: $26/set (requires two sets per vehicle) 

www.rprnrcprod"cf$.collt 

TRINITY 
EXTECH ENDURO GLO-IGNITER 

Trinity's new EXTech Glo-Igniter is designed to fit 
bigger, high capacity 4600mAh cells for more 
glow plug firing power. It has on anodized 
shell and a metered cop for easy plug checks. 
Available with or without charger. 
Part Number: TII421 00 (igniter 
w/4600mAh _ry) 1 111142 1 0 1  

(111142100 + charge') 
MSRP: $30-40 

www._.mI ........ 

TRAXXAS 
TO 2.4GHZ RADIO SYSTEM 

2ACEi'S F:'ljF: 
2300MAH AA RECHIlRGEIlBLES 

Alkaline bott.riel are for beginner" but once you've 
poised that 'loge. equip your tran,mitter with some 

rechargeable power with Racer's Edge' M-sized 
NiMH cells. They come four to a pock ond their 
2300mAh capacity will keep you on the track. 
Part Number: RE2804 
MSRP: $ 12/pack af 4 
www.rac.r.-...... co ... 

Traxxas upgrades their forever TQ radio system with 2.4GHz 
spread spectrum technology. The system features a 4<hannel 
micro receiver, built-in programmable failsafe mode, and 
crystal-free operation. 
Part Number: 2206 

www.fra.x.xas.co ... 
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X-DYNO TEST 

vords. Derek Buono 

f I could swear right now I would. 

Usually when I run the dyno in 

the warehouse it's just me and 

a lot of noise. This time around, 

people started coming out to 

see what engine I was testing 

after the first pull of the new LRP 

ZR. 2 I X  engine. The sound of that engine turned 

heads, and a lot of them. LRP is no stranger to 

rocking big numbers; the last time they did this 

it was with a . 1 2  and they are back to show the 

world that maybe "Ze Germans" do know how 

to make machinery run like a clock . . .  a turbo 

charged, high horsepower clock. 

� MONSTER TRUCK 

I:��� liB-SCALE 

BUGGY 

� II I O-SCALE 

TRUCK 

� liB-SCALE 

ON-ROAD 

[[Il)d II I O-SCALE 

ON-ROAD 

1 78 1  WWWRC41 l .COM 



PISTON AND SLEEVE: The piston and 

sleeve look like mey might have roots in 

a place where they like posta. It's hard fa 

soy since there real� aren', any "made 

in" stamps on the engine at all. The sleeve 

has minimal machine work done to if, but 
there are some angles in the ports. This 

iust gees to show roo Mat ham! modifying 

doesn't make up fo, engineering and 

testing. The /istoo is fNefty strmoor4 but 

it does hlNe tiIo ports in Me side that 

shadd relieve the pressure underneath it. 

CARBURETOR: The rarb's 2 .. OO/e design 

and composite and metal ronsfruc#on mean 

durability and heat iso/arion. Cooler fuel means 

more power; and plastic is a better insulator 

than metal. 

CRANKCASE: The crankcase is black and well finned 

and braced to hold up to the rigors of off10ad and keep the 

(00/ of the some time. 

COOLING HEAD: In rase roo don't lnow, land if roo don't, 

where have you beet!'), liP's ro.r is Ii .... A fNefty standard 

CONNEaJNG ROD: The rad is Plefty standard. It is beefy wiM 
some knife-edging for strength over absolute weight removol. 

CRANKSHAFT: The aanl has a dec",t aroount of w,,1 dane 

m it. Turbo scoops 000 weight redxtion mean more power 000 
less vitxotion. 

I (){;r design roofing hood sits on tap and Mms a geed job 
coo/ing. Unlike some engines thot sport/ighter cooling heads, this 

fu/llinned hifbndiOO hood will sud: heat up and away ood nat 

break if yoo flip over. 

JANUARY 2009 I 179 
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X-DYNO TEST 

PERFORMANCE 
John Cary broke in the engine for his review of 

the AE 8T and it was ready [0 go live as soon as it 

arrived in the office. John used a "Drake Method" 

of break in: a series ofWOT super rich runs 

combined with mort" race set needles to get the 

temperature up. 

As mentioned, the sound of the engine on the 

dyno pulling skyward withom a hint of hesitation 

was just a tease of the power the engine produces. 

With just a few twists of the screwdriver the engine 

was singing to speeds those little tiny records used 

to be played at . .  times a thousand or so. 

---
X-DYNO 
DATA 

COlT Ozln, COrT HP 'II RPM ··········_····T··················,·_········ 

*' 

The resuirs were shocking. New records for 

.21 race engines were set with an insane 1.84 

hp @ 23,250 rpm, an unreal 80.13 oz.-in 

@ 22,750rpm, and a peak RPM that makes 

Dremel jealous at 43,000 rpm. I could have 

pushed higher, but it's a little worrisome 

when the engine just keeps pulling at that 

RPM. Those are some hairy chest numbers, 

and we were able to confirm them on the 

track. John mentioned the power of the 

engine and how it just wanted to keep 

pulling. The downside to all that power is 

that fuel consumption is going to be near 

Hummer-like proportions, and you are going 

to want to use the smallest restrictor possible 

to get that economy up for racing. We tested 

with the largest restrictor possible to see the 

full potential of the engine, bur with this much 

energy on tap you will still yield incredible 

numbers even if you cur it back. 

CONCLUSION 
Bam! That just happened. LRP seems to have this 

problem of wanting everything to be too good. 

In a race to see who can make the most 

horsepower, LRP is currently on top. The 

ZR.21X , made a name for itself in the few 

short seconds it took to set the dyno on fire; 

it easily provided enough grunt to muscle 

a big tTUggy around the track. This one is 

priced like most race engines bur puts out 

power like no other. 0 

POWER PUUIT DYNO PIDrrORMANCE 

1 + ············ i·····/······ + ................. + ................. i ."\ ......... + ... , ................... ! ...... j 

1 + ············ 'I .............. , .................. , ···········, V ····· ···'"c ..... \;;; .......... ...... , 

. , 

., 

- - ,- -

TEST mUiPMENT 
FUEL: 30%, 12% Oil 

PIPE: X-Oyno Stondord 

180 I WWWRC41 l .COM 

- - - -

. ..... .  , , , 
, .. ..... • 
! 

.1 
-

PLUG: lR P •..• P.4.. ..... .... . .. . 
OPERATING TEMP: 200·250' F 

- -

MOTOR DATA 
ENGINE: 

BORE: 

STROKE: 

DISPLACEMENT: 

PORTS: 

PISTON/SLEEVE: 

HEAD BUTI'ON: 

CRANKSHAFI': 
PEAK X-DYNO HP*: 

�P lUI X 

16.26mm (0.640 in.) 

16.80mm (0.661 in.) 

3.49(( (0.21 cu. in.) 

5,2 

ABC 

Tmlw 

14mm / Pilot shoh (SG . . .... . . . . . . .... ..... ..... .... 
1.86 hp@ 22,250rpm 
... . . . . ... . . 

PEAK X-DYNO TQ* 82.18 oz.-in@ 23,250rpm ... . . ....... ...... . . ..... . . . ...... ................... ..... 
PEAK X-DYNO RPM: 

AVERAGE TQ*: 

AVERAGE HP: 
POWER FACTOR 
WW END (TQ/HP) , 

TOP END (TQ/HP), 

43,000 

47.39 oz. in 

1 . 13  

58.77 / 107 ... . . . - . , ... . .. . 
37

.
07/ 1 19 

.. 
CORRECTION FACTOR: 1.047 





XTREME CHR[]NICLES 
I n this issue, you'll find coverage of the 2008 iHobby Expo in Rosemont, Illinois. Although it has shrunk 

in size since it  was originally held in Chicago a number of years back, the iHobby Expo is still the 
industry's largest trade show in America. For those of you have never been there, it's awesome! The 

big RC manufacturers have booths to display all of their latest and greatest gear to the public. You can't 
do a whole lot of buying at iHobby, but you can do a bunch of fantasizing about what you're going to buy 
next. Looking back through the annals this month in Chronicles, I was able to revisit the iHobby Expos of 
yesteryear. Before the Internet became so prevalent, manufacturers waited for trade shows to introduce 

new goods to the public. Nowadays, smart companies get information and pictures to the public ASAP to 
garner interest in their products. It wasn't always that way, though; here's a look at what was going on in 
Re, 1 0  years ago, 5 years ago, and last year. 

vords, Michael Wortel 

I say this a lot, but 1 0  
years ago, on-road 
really was the NitN class 
in RC. Almost seventy 
percent of Xtreme's 
January 1 999 issue was 
dedicated to on-road 
RC. The other remaining 

pages were filled with 2WD electric buggies and 
trucks. A lot has definitely taken place since '99, 
as I IS-scale nitro has all but taken over, and TC 
and 2WD electric are now somewhat obscure. 

PSI 
This will help put 1 0  
years into perspective 
a lillie, because 1 999 
doesn't seem all that long 
ago. Well, we were still 
playing PS I back then 
(though it was just named 
PlayStation, because there 
was only one}. Then along 

came PlayStation 2, which was a lot better, and 
featured improved layering. Then PS3 came out, 
with all of its HD graphics and smooth mapping . .  
Yes, 1999 was really a long time ago. 

HPIRS4 

MINI PRO 
Although small 
scale TC never 
really took off as 
a racing class, 
they were still cool 

as hell! The Mini Pro used a lot of I / I O-scale 
parts, but had a more narrow suspension than 
a I II O-scale car-all of this while still using a 
S40-sized motor and 6-cell pack. It was fast, fun, 
and felt like a slot car on the track. If you ever 
want one of these now, check out XRAY's T I M. 

182 I WWW.RC41lCOM 

Did you know that 
there was a l iS-scale 
IFMAR Worlds class? 
To be honest, I didn't 
know either until I 

discovered coverage for the 2004 event in this 
issue. These huge, on-road nitro cars looked 
pretty cool. I'm sure were loud, fast, and pretty 
realistic. like I said, I had no idea this class 
existed at the Worlds level, but then again it's not 
like I know everything to begin with anyway! 

WORLDS 

COVERAGE 
The 2003 
IFMAR 
Electric Off­
Road Worlds 
coverage was 
also found in 
this issue. Billy Easton won in the 2WD class, 
and Ryan Cavaleri picked-up top honors in 
4WD, catapulting him into the major spotlight for 
one of the first times. Nowadays, most of the top 
drivers in the '03 Electric Worlds AMain race 
I IS-scale nitro full-time. 

SPINNERS 
It seems like everyone has rims on their full-scale 
cars nowadays, but there was a time when 
having 20s was the exception rather than the 
norm. Remember when 
spinners first hit the 
market? Well, they 
crossed over into RC as 
well. Pro-line's Spinners 
hit the shelves in '04, 
and for some gangsta' 
RC guys, there were 
the best dubs to have. 

this time last year, Xtreme 
covered the 2007 IIC 
(International Indoor 
Championship}. If you've 
never been to the IIC, you 
have no idea how hectic 
it is. Class after class 

after class of racing goes on for 1 7  hours a day. 
If you're unfortunate enough to run two classes at 
opposite ends of the day (ChuckyJ, you're stuck 
there all day long. 

WHOLE LOT 

OF TOOLS 
At the iHobby Expo 
last year, Skinny and I 
came-up to EDS' booth 
and itched with envy. 
EDS offers a complete set of snob-quality drivers 
and wrenches in one package. For about $300, 
you can custom-order a full-set of hex wrenches 
(standard and metric), nut drivers, and more. 
This is truly a complete set of tools, that if taken 
care-of, will be the last ones you'll ever need. 

RC DRIFT CLUB 

2007 was the first big year for drifting. Drifting 
was a cull<lass that started to really catch-on 
in '07, evidenced by the growing numbers 
of drifting clubs and competitions. This issue 
contained coverage of RC Drift Club's NDrift 
Showdown 2007.N Run in part by Xtreme's 
own Dave (Deep) Palacios and James Uimanski} 
Revilla, it's no 
surprise the event 
made it into the 
magazine! Sut 
all joking aside, 
drifting blew up in 
'07, and it's still on 
the rise today. 0 



3.3 T�Maxx RTR 
i .o 4WD E"""" ',,,J'''.'''I 

4WD 

1/11 IJugg)' Tires & RilTl!
:'

'
''IAXI��·:·Ri:��'�� 

I n Stock Now ....... Call! • 

wn 

Bla7.cr Sport 

MX3S Synlh 

M - I I  3Ch. FM 

DX2 l'iSlol 

DX3 

: i 

JPM PASST 1/8 Jammin' XI CRT I'rn 3PM-FS Synlh Tx & 
1/8 HyperST RTRT .. "'.,,, ...... , 3PK Super FM Tx & Ravager 4.6 :�;�;;:::i�:�:��1 .-ASST 2.4 TX & 

I��J.��������H� 
Ofna 905 Ready To lA 

Ik��f.i���;�I�I I� 
Of., 9,5 Vi.'"., RTR''''Jyy'yyl 

I��i:: 
::: ::i�:;:', 

i:: !:HNiofna Jammin' X I  R1R''''''',''1 

i l l  
" 



XTREME T[][]LS 

X treme Tools is devoted to anything and everything that can be used for wrenching on your RC. We 

search the world over for tools that will be helpful in your wrenching sessions and may even help 

you around the house for the "honey-do" list. There's no limit to what Xtreme Tools may bring you 

each month, so kick back and enjoy. If you have a killer idea you want to share with fellow RC fanatics, 

send it on over to: brians@rc41 1 .com.Who knows . . .  maybe it will wind up here for everyone to see! 

vords, Brian " Skinny"' Skinner 
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EDS is the place to go for tools because they 
only make tools for us RC geeks! EDS has 
just about everything you need and their 
prices are pretty good to boot. I've become 
addicted to using my cordless screwdriver, 
so when I found these driver bits for $2 1 .95 
I had to get them. They are made from 
high grade tool steel, and the tip sizes are 
engraved to let you know what size you're 
holding. Check out EDS's web page to see 
all the offerings they have; I bet they have 
something you need. 
www.edsracingproducts.com 



CASTING CALL 
A company called Smooth-on has brought mold making to the masses. This is a home mold casting kit thaI allows you to make copies or even original 
ideas right in your home! This is great for us vintage RC collectors who need to repair or replace parts that hove long been out of production. For the 
rock crawlers out there, you can make miniature parts like winches, bumpers, and even drivers to fit in your rig! Here's an idea: if you want to get 
out of turn marshaling for the next big race, just mold up a big-foke-open-gash on your arm or leg, and say you're too messed up to turn marshal, 
and show your nasty looking wound-thal should do the trick! This product is pretty cool, and I'll have to do a How-To to help you use it. Check out 
Smooth-on's website to see all the things you can do, and give me some ideas for my next How To. 
www.smooth-on.com 
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VIRGIN 
BLUE GROOVE 
I know this has come up before, but I think it was for 

rubber tires. Is there a homemade tire compound 
good for foams? I run at a track that is basically blue 
groove. They just cut it though, so it is virgin blue 
groove. What do you all think? 
team-darkside 

A. Depending on the foams, suntan Imion (SPF-45) may soften the tire . 
• For rubber tires you could usc motor spray to dean them and WO-40, 

Jack-thc-Grippcr. or Red Dot, etc, to soften the compound a touch. If you are 

talking dirt oval, perhaps a sauce isn't the best option considering it may attract 

dust (a common problem in parking lot racing) and make the track mort 

slippery. Pick up some eRe Industries rust inhibitor ... that stuff makes drift 

rires sticky!! If all else fuils, buy some Paragon (if your track allows it), 

Blindingspeed 
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VOLUME 
PROBLEMS 
I seem to have a problem with my 

shocks. They are plastic and 

sometimes over a big jump the 

caps blow off and not only are the 

caps ruined but oil sprays all over 

my car. What am I doing wrong? 

Savageman 

A. MoS[ of (he time there is a simple 

• solmion to this problem, which 

99% of the time is caused by too much 

oil in (he shock. When [he shock shaft and 

piston emer the body under compression 

(usually off a big jump), the force of the 

shaft cmering combined with not enough 

room in the shock cause the shock cap to blow 

off, or even blow the seals out of the bonom. This 

d�sn't always happen, but if you're going big it 

might nor hurt [Q remove some of the oil from the 

shock (Q give it some more volume. This will add 

some extra air [0 the shock, hut unless you have 

bladders in the [Op, shocks actually have to have air 

in the system or they won't work at all. The next 

step is going to aluminum shocks (which you still 

can overfill) or just replacing the plastic caps with 

aluminum since they usually hold on better. 

DerekB . . . .  J . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - �  

DO SWITCHES GO BAD? 
I noticed the other day my car was glitching a bit, and when I touched the on! 

off switch it got worse. I've had the switch for a while and I was wondering if 
switches actually go bad over time? 

AEdriver 

A. Switches do go bad. Over 

• time the contacts inside can 

wear Out and cause some serious 

issues, even more so with the new 

2AgH? systems that draw a lot of 

power and go into failsafe with any 

sort of glitch or power interference. 

Lots of problems can arise, and 

actually more have been popping up 

these days. Some switches are cheap 

and actually fall apart, so do yourself 

a favor and replace the switches 

on your off road cars more often. 

Spending $1 0 once a }'Car to prevent 

a run-away is good insurance. 

DerekB 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

PLUG THAT HOLE 
Got a quick question concerning 

shocks for you. It's the same on my FG 

5th scale road car, Kyosho 8th scale 

buggy, and on my rock crawler: the 

shock caps have very small holes 

drilled in them. I was always raised with 

the idea that you have to build shocks 

like a surgeon to make sure there aren't 

any air bubbles in them, because that 

creates gaps inside the cylinder for 

the piston and completely defeats the 

purpose of damping. But with those 

holes in there, I compress the shock and 

all the oil squirts out of the %$# .... holes 

and fills that area with air. 
I've built and rebuilt the shocks with 

the cap bladders and everything to 

specs and I don't think I'm screwing up 

all of the sets, but I have no idea how 

this is supposed to work. Any ideas? 

Mike 

A. The holes in the shocks arc bleed holes 

• and are used to get the extra oil OUt of 

the shock when the cap is on. They arc usually 

only found in shocks with bladders, though. 

What I think is happening is that you're not 

tightening rhe shock cap enough and allowing 

the pressure to force some oil out. As you 

bleed the shock you have the cap loose enough 

so that the oil can come out. If you pull the 

piston back our you can suck in air, which you 

don't want with bladder shocks. But once you 

do a proper bleed, make sure the shock shaft 

is all the way in, then tightell the cap and that 

will seal the shock. No oil should be coming 

out, and therefore no air should be going 

into the system. Shocks without bladders are 

"emulsion" sry[e. which actually require air in 

the shock body so that there is room for the 

shock shaft to enter the body. 

DerekB 

BLADDER EMULSION 
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UNDER THE SCOPE 

SLYDER 
BRUSHLESS DRIITING 

vortfs, James RsvIIla 

B rushless ESCs and 

motors are on their 

way to becoming 

the standard power 

plant combo of choice 

for electric RC, and this 

includes RC drifting. Since 

most drift competitions are 
held outdoors, RC drifters 

love the convenience of a high power setup that requires little if 

any maintenance. Novak recognizes the RC drifting competitive 

community with their new offering: the SLYDR Brushless Drift 

System. Available in 8.5, 7.5, and 6.5 winds, the SLYDR system 

combines a specially programmed SLYDR sensored ESC with new 

"Drift Spec" brushless motors. 

TESTlHG 
1 received my SLYDR 7.5 system just in time 

for the Drift Nutz drift competition, held at 

Speedrcch RC in San Gabriel, CA. Installed in 

my drift car, I plugged in my Li-Po pack and 

headed out during morning practice to get 

a feci for the SLYDR system. The first thing 

I noticed was a very linear throttle curve in 

the standard profile. Power delivery was nicc 

and responsive, and if I wanted to mellow 

out the 7.5 motor J could easily switch to 

the Olhcr two throttle profiles, each of which 

"softened" the low-end for smoother power 

ESC bmed on Novak's top-ol-the-line GTB 
Special throttle profiles specific to 
drifting applicatiam 
New brake adlu5tment5 and features 
30mm cooling Ian 
li-Po cut-all circuitry 
Nickel-plated 1 3mm sintered rotor 
Oversized Iront bearing 
Ribbed end bell 
Shielded semor cable 
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deli�ry. On the Rip side. braking in the 

factory swing wu fantanic. I could inl[antiy 
lock 'em up at will regardless of how much 
thronle I used beforehand. Programming the 

ESC and changing parameters was just as easy. 

The SLYDR offers nine customizable serrings 

to fine-rune the ESC to your liking. It also 

features a built-in 2S Liro cutoff, thermal 

protection, and locked rotor detection. 

CDHCLUSIDH 
The SLYDR brush less system isn't just labeled 

drift to appeal to the crowd; the tunable 

parameters are exactly what drifters would 

tinker with. The ESC is based on Novak's 

top gun GTB, which is a plus; on the other 

hand, to this day I still don't like having a nice 

ESC with a small footprint if I have to find 

mounting space for a giant external capacitor. 

With a street price of around $200, it's a pretty 

good deal, with one of the most respected ESC 

and motor companies in the industry standing 

behind it. Spelling aside, Novak's SLYDR does 

the job right. 0 

Manufadurer: Noyo� EIEl(tronics 
Web: www.teomnova�.com 
Part Number: 3067 
StrHt Price: 
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Bad Dog 
1 :,:�;�g:GT 13.5 

MuddSlide I ' Trans Am 

CLASS SPONSORS 

KSKT 1'1Zth GTP 17.5 BMI Racing 
ORC 1112th GTP 10.5 Speed Passion 

4coll 13.5 TO Cells 1 " "". GTP Mod" Team XRAY 
LlP0 4wd Truck 13.5 PRS I T,o.,i.a 17.5 Foam Boca Bearing 
LlPO 21.5 Novak I T,o •• i.g 1 3.5 Foam (C:�o:�m��p:�. �'�'���:'�� LlPO 17.5* RC4LESS Mod Foam- T 
Pro Modified" Darkside 17.5 Rubber Team Tekin 

Oval Practice: 4pm-2ami- Thunder Truck COT Trinity - IP 10.5 RubberGSHobby.com 
Road Practice: Sam-3pm 1-.:' I Oval Class Notes: (more rules on-lIne) I T�U'.".' Road COT Trinity - IP 
Driver's Mooling: 3:30pm 17.5, 13.5: Open Roar 'spec' Motors. ROMl Class Notes: (more rules on-lIne) 
Oval Practice: 4pm·2am+ 21.5: Novak 21.5's only/ 19T: Ultrabirds. 17.5, 13.5, 10.5: Open Roar 'spec' Motors. 
Road Rd 1 & 2: 6am-6pm Bring your own motors! any speedo legal. Bring your own motors! Roar 19Ts legal in 10.5. 
Oval Rd 1: 8pm-lam lillO 21.5 class Is 3200 Max mah. Open Roar Max mah Lipol Roar Sub-C's. 

Open Roar Max mah LillO in 17.5 & 4wO. Touring: Both Upo & $oboCs legall GTP is 4cell. Road Rd 3: 6am-12pm Wi-, ,., Tru'·' 2- . �" _ •• ('0 �-). b ) Ov R 2 &  2 1 2  
">f VN """ ....,..,.. " ...... ,' .. ,, ""  Rubber classes lire ( uyat race . al d 3: pm- am 

4wd is spec rubber tires (buy at race). World GT: <kell foams (buy at 
Road Rd 4: 6am-12pm Pro Mod TBA on-line. Vintage: USVTA 
B-mains Road: 12pm COT: (buy COT: 
Oval Rd4: 3pm�pm !���������������������������������� 
B-ma'" Oval; 8pm 
Thunder 600: 10pm 

Address 

State Zip Phone 

Class " ($80)' ______________ _ Freq's Trans# 

Class'2 ($6011-______________ , Freq's TranS# 

Freq's Trans# Class 13 ($60), ______________ � 

"�l�;��;;�� Rank YOLirself(1-101 ___ � 
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ENGINES 

t:'a§§�§ 
1:8 Truck/TruUY Pro* 

1:8 Truck/TruUY Open 

1:8 Buggy Pro* 

1:8 BuUY Open 

1:8 Truck - 40+** 

1:8 Buggy - 40+** 

Stock SLASH 
'An)'OM an race in "f'ro"  but 
if you hr<e. CM mfr � 

you mIo!ll race In m. "'PrO' cIau. 
"IO� 

"'U ... ·Mlli", 4S ... in 

trcl) 
DDn"t mIss the 'Oth anniversary 

of the Biggest gas race Df the year! 
The Nitro Pit I Speed .. oold MotorpieI 
19<t21 W)orrIu RO. WitrNr1n. 1\.l. 85161 
Get in the Pit! V"M me rnd; onIono! � 
'T J Id" OOtorpleo.com 00" 

EntryForm $70.00 per entry One f_ IKe ,-.t.n per ""-with "",wi entTy 
tIwnitropIt.com fOO" info about tM em .... 

SF d"oold focltity � IoooI IodgtnJ. 
Motoo 1000 j� � 10.00 per .. "'I! 

NAME 
ADORESS 
CITY 

ZIP 

':8 Truck/TnJUY Pro 
.... -_ .,. 

.... __ .U 

STAn 

':8 Truclt,/TnJUY � 

.... __ .u 

.... -_ ., . 

PHONE 
EMAIL 
T·SHurr SIU (s-xXLj 
......... .., 
I'£ltSONAl. TMNSf'OHOU NUMSEIt 

1:8 Truck/Truw 1f00(ID� 

.... __ . U  

1:8 Bu6U40�(lPII� 5tock5LA5H 
.... __ OO"u mq __ .u 

thedirtrocing.com - prolinerocing.com - thenitropit.com 

Wed Feb latt. 
Sche6.IIed prK1ice two 7 1'nInUIe ......-.do 
8Mn-9pm CiM," open at 1.., 

Thun Feb 19th 
1:8 Truck QWllifyi", 
(TIvee 7 monute raunck. one throw QUI) 
Go,," open at 6¥TI -QuIIi 1I1tU at 8Mn 
7:lOMn mindotory � �"" 
,ri Feb 11th 
1:8 8ullY Qwolifyinl 
('ThrH 7 lTIII"IUIe � one ttwow 001"1 
CiM," open at 6¥n - Quil ,'�, at 8¥rI 
1:JO.m ........!.t...., driftrs meetin, 
,....., NiIht Dri¥en SocitII 

Satf.b lilt 
t:8 Truck & SLASH M.linl only 
CiMei open II 6im. prXIoce 6:JO.7;3() 
MM'IS» 8Mn 
Trophy �tllJl)ll �er foNl A-mWl 

S •• Febllncl 
1:8 au&&>, Mainl only 
Gal," open .' 6im, prxtice 6:30-7-30 
Maim II &m 
Trophy �IWon �rlet ""'" A ........ 



I WILL CRHSH Y 1{ iller magazine. The girls are always a nice touch, but the race content, reviews, 

and articles are consistently good with a bit of debauchery you don't see in other 
magazines. I am hoping I can get (at least) one of my rides into Racer's Rides. I 
put a lot of work in the trucks, and it would be awesome to see them grace a I'!!"'!""� 
page of your magazine. I have been working on the XTM X-Factor since 2006. 

The Giga Crusher DF was this winter's project for me. If I could see either (or both) of my 
trucks inXtreme, I could die a happy man. Thanks, Derek! I hope one of these bad boys 

can grace the pages of your magazine! 

Russell Purcell 
Allison Park, PA 
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BAC K AFTE R G RADUATION 
First off, great mag; I read it ond love it every month. I wonted to send in pictUles of my current RC 
vehicles. 1 have been into RC lor several years. I hove owned two Traxxas TNIoxxes, a Team Assoclated 
RC 1 OT3, a HPI Nitro RS4 2, a Traxxas Nitro Rustler, and on old MRC Vortex. I hod to sell all of the vehicles 
when I .....-ent off to college, but since graduation over a year ago, I hove gotten back into the hobby. I storted 
out with 0 Team Associated RC 1 8T thot I oove since upgrocled with 0 Reedy Mini-tv\od 1 9T motor and Pro{ine 
Dirt Hawg tires mounted on RPM revolver wheels. The bumper is an RPM blue unit. The body is a Pro{ine 
Crowd Pleazer 2.0 finished with rattle cans The bottery is a Team Scream Racing 1 500 mAh pock. Next 
I purchased a Traxxos Stampede, which is still relatively stock besides a Trinity Komoclo Dragon 1 9T motor 
and Venom Racing 3600 mAh 
&cell battery PJck. I hope 
to soon upgrade the Traxxas 
Stampede with a new Pro{ine 
body and tires an RPM wheels. 
I also hope to get MIP CVDs, 
RPM suspension orms, and 
Lunsford tilonium lurnbud:.les 
and suspension pins for bath 
rides. I will soan be gelling a 
Spektrum radio system to pilot 
bath vehicles. M.t next purchase 
will likely be a HPI Nitro RS4 
MT2 1 8SS kit, though, because 
I miss nitro and I am itching to 
own one again. Thanks, and 
keep up the great work. 

Chad Black 
Carlisle, PA 



HARD CORR 
SLASH 

magazine; it's one of my 

favorites_ Here's my Traxxas 
Slash that I modeled after 

Johnny Greaves's full size 
Monster Energy CORR trucks 
It is powered by a Team Orion 

1 7-Turn Double Formula SV2 
Pro BB motor and a 7-cell 

NiMH pack The shocks have 
been upgraded with Traxxas 

aluminum caps and thicker oil 
I also upgraded the steering bellcranks to the fed aluminum version for 

more precise and durable steering 

Jason Orlando, Stafford, VA 

TOURING IN TEXAS 
ThiS is my E-l O. It has a 27·turn modified 

motor, aluminum drive shaft, and home 

made shock braces This is also my first paint 
job on this Dodge Avenger body I enjoy tearing 

up the local track here in 
San Antonio, Texas love 

the mag; keep up the 
good work. Thanks 

Richard Quintanilla 

Elmendorf, TX. 

CUSTOM LAMBO 
Hi, my name is Charlie Wilson. I live in Oklahoma 

and have been in RC hobbies for about 
1 5  years. This is my HPI 200mm Lamborghini 
Murcielago. I custom fiNed a rear diffuser from an 
E 1 0 kit to look like a Murcielago R-GT. It sits on a 
HPI R40 chassis. It also has an RS4 inner body with 
one driver. I've added a set of HPI Work XSA 02e 
wheels (6mm and 9mm offset}. The wheels have 
been painted gun metal and I custom fiHed a set of 
brake discs from an E I 0 kit. Hope you like it. 

Charlie Wilson, Oklahoma, OK 

WANr ro SEE YOUR RIDE IN RACERS' RIDES? D "Ie " €"I \hou d '" \i;�110 derekb" [(41 1 10m 
Send OS piCtures of yOOI «(II" aloJlCj with a desmpl100 01 wOOl l(S !JOt We prefer dlOJlt� lies (no Ilfl fles please) In Please put 'Rolen Rides In the subjed hne 

o high lesoklholl so be sure to filfl tOOl 'iWltth on J'IlI.'I (omem 10 tOO "1100" selllJlCj 000 wtJnr;slOll per mooth I IOU \TI ,e�TTO \i;�C " �I ,ke� \€'1d IOU "�Oh TO 
Wli le(elve a ful-yoofSuhsmpl1oo 10 Xlremel( (Il} IlIl Xlnshirl 000 UXXiOOWl jXIWlI DVOI Void wbert Xtreme R( (on Magazine Attn Rater! Ride! 

probiblted. Subsertptum off" IS raNti for U.S. ruidents only! 13401 Yorba Avenue (hlno (A 91110 
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Battery Company 
The Leader I n  Li·Po & NI-MH Technology For RIC Car Racing 

The MOSI Popular High Vollage lI-Po 

Battery Pack Used Bv Team TrlollY 

& Other Serious Racers Is Now 35C! 

TRI20B07, 3800mAh, 35C, 7.4\1, Hard Case & Banana Connectors 

Also new from Intellect 
TRI20BOO, 1100mAh, 35C, 7.4\1, Soft Pack, Wired 20awg & Dean Plug 
TRI20B01, 1100mAh, 35C, 1'.1V, Soft Pack, Wired 20awg & Dean Plug 
TRI20B02, 2100mAh, 35C, 7.4'1, Sot! Pack, Wired 14awg & Deans Plug 
TRI20B03, 2100mAh, 35C, 1'.1V, Soft Pack, Wired 14awg & Deans Plug 
TRI20B04, 3200mAh, 30e, 7AV, Hard Case, Wired 12awg & Deans Plug 
TRI20B05, 4200mAh 30e, 7.4\1, Hard Case, Wired 12awg & Deans Plug 

This Li-Po product meets or exceeds €� 
safety standards for International Air � � 
Shipment as set forth by 100 lATA 'A TA 

IS nl-JIIH Ni-MH 4600 SHV Cell, Construction Designed With Safety In Mind. Increased 
Voltage, More Ceff Stability, 50% More Cycle Life, ROAR Legal 

For more information and OEM sales contact us al 
info@liposonline.com 

TR120280. 6 Cell Malched Unassembled 

TR120281 .  6 Cell Assembled Sport Slick Pack 

TR120283. 6 Cell Side " Side Pack WIiPlug & Bars 

;;"""�\ TR1202S4. 7 Cell Side " Side Pack WfiPlug & Bars. 

TRI2028J. 20284 _mbIed with he.'l1?' <luI)' siNer baltuty /Ian; _ iPIug for hi¢ 8ff'IP r:o:�'l'.;>"'�iI ""' .. � n .. ''''' T",XX8S T-Ma:a 

Exclusive US Agent lor 
IB by Inlellect 

TRINITY' 
TRINITY PRODUCTS INC . 

• 1 COLONIAL DRIVE PISCATAWAY, NJ ""80S<! 
132·5U_123. www.IHmlrim·ly.com 
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